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IN few eountries of the old world have ehanges 
been more rapid and yaried than in EDgland. 
Dress, manners, and eyen language, have undergone 
many alterationS) and, as a matter of eourse, our dwell- 
ings have ehanged with the fancies or improved eon- 
dition of their owners. l^e inereasitig wealth of 
families and a widely-extended eommeree have added 
to the comfort8 of life, until the labourer enjoys and 
esteems as a neeessary of life mueh that was denied 
to the noble of earlier times. Prom having been a 
purely agrieultural people, eiporting our wool for the 
active artisans of the Low Gountries, we have beeome 
the greatest traders of the world. Houses and lands 
have ehanged their owners and their names; new 
roads have replaeed the byeways along whieh the 
traveller, until very late times, moved at the risk of 
his life. The waggons whieh supplanted the paek- 
horses, and conveyed merehandise to the ports, have 
yielded to eanals and railroads, whieh like a network 
interseet the eountry, and almost annihilate our ideas 
of distanee and spaee. A few baronial halla, shorn 
of their former extent, yet improved by modem art, 
exist, as if to tell the story of bygone days, and of the 
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nobles who ruled the eountry with more than regal 
power. Here and there, too, we find an old fortified 
house, whieh by its massive strength and wateh-towers 
reminds us of the watchfulnes8 in whieh our fore- 
fathers lived, and the eare that was requisite to pro- 
teet life and property. 

It is one of these houses that we are about to 
deseribe. Massively built with large stones hewn 
from a neighbouring quarry, it was more in the 
eharaeter of a fortres8 than a house: the windows 
were small and admitted little light ; the eentre 
hall, whieh opened at onee from the outer door, was 
the dwelling-room of the family; dark passages ran 
along the baek of the house leading to stone stairs, 
whieh led to galleries divided by heavy oak wainseot 
into sleeping-rooms, or stores. Pour towers at ir- 
regular distanees served as a means of ofience to an 
approaehing enemy, or as plaees of retreat if the walls 
should be sealed. A moat extended round the outer 
walls, and prevented all approaeh except under the 
gateway-tower, piereed on all sides to eommand the 
drawbridge; the moat was always deepened on any 
threatening of war, and the walls were shorn of ivy, 
or any ereeping plants that might assist in an es- 
ealade. 

At the time of whieh we are writing the wateh- 
towers had long been used as barns and outhouses ; 
dogs were kept in them to announee tbe approaeh of 
intruders. As evening drew on, the eattle were driven 
in from the pastures, and milked in rude sheds reared 
against the inner sides of the walls. In the early 
spring the ewes were brought home by the shepherds. 
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aud the young lambs reared by the seryants of the 
house. Work ended, the farm-labourers and shepherds 
eame and seated themselyes hj the glowing log, or 
in summer time round the great oak table in the 
hall, when the rude jokes of the village were retailed, 
and tbe newest seandal was repeated. Oeeasionally 
a trayeller was added to the family eirele, and he 
was ever a weleome guest, for he brought news froni 
the town, and from the great world from whieh 
they seemed to be eut off. They heard where the 
king had been ; how matters were going on at the 
Hague; whether there was to be war with France; 
and to this was added London news, then, even more 
than now, the eentre of trade and of intereourse with 
foreign eountries. 

The interior of the house displayed none of the 
eare of modem times; everything was serupulously 
elean, but the furniture was seanty, and evidently 
intended for use, rather than ornament. In the hall 
stood one or more oak tables, with a heavy form on 
eaeh side, and a settle was plaeed on either side of the 
huge fireplace; under the beam ealled the traby sat 
the master and mistress; the former, as a religious 
man, read the Bible or Toi's "Book of Martyrs," 
while the mistress and her maids knitted stoek- 
ings or wound the wool. The wealthy yeoman dis- 
played an array of bright metal dishes on the shelve8 
of the dressers, and beneath these were ranged in 
order wooden platters for more eommon use. A 
large ehest, adomed with grotesque figures, and 
with the owner's eipher, was used to keep the more 
preeious garments, or the best linen of the house; 
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and tliis, with a few more stools, eompleted the furni- 
ture of the hall. 

The upper ehambers were worse proyided : the 
labourers lay down to rest upon straw; one, or at 
most two, large oak bedsteads, whieh had deseended 
from generation to generation, filled the room ; a table 
and a stool were the only additions, if we except the 
bedding, an object of great yalue and eare in most 
houses. There was a haunted ehamber, where no one 
ever did or ever eould sleep, and by whieh not ehildren 
alone, but men and women, passed with a quick step 
and light tread. 

There was very little difference in the outward ap- 
pearanee of the yeoman and the labourer; their in- 
tereourse with eaeh other was eonstant, and they 
were widely separated from the town population. 
They took their meals at the same table, and were 
6erved £rom the same dish. Bread and meat was the 
midday meal, and at moming and evening huge bowls 
of milk and brown bread were the almost invariable 
. diet. The Eeformation had begun to diffuse a desire 
for improved edueation ; the more religious of the 
yeomen required graee to be said before meals, and 
prayers were said in the evening before they parted 
for rest. Those who liked the form of prayers set 
forth for the Ghureh of England used portions of 
the Book of Gommon Prayer, and said the Psalms 
appointed for the day's service; others, and a large 
number they were, whose minds had been stirred 
by the excitement of eonstant religious diseussion, 
used extempore prayers, long, not always reverent, 
but full of that energy of eipression whieh aeeom- 
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panies tbe outpourings of a deyout but badly edu- 
eated mind. 

Among the number of those who had been stirred 
by the new teaehing was Joseph Qifford. He had 
been taught early to read the Bible, and his enthu- 
siastie disposition led him to treasure up the ter- 
rible denuneiations against sin with whieh the Bible 
abounds. He read the history of Israers fall, and 
applied it to his own eountry, and his austere dis- 
position rejoiced in the ehanges whieh he saw going 
on around him. Puritanism was making rapid strides ; 
and he iramed his own house, as he said, on the 
Ohristian model. He forbad oaths, then frightful]j 
eommon; he preyented idle eonyersation, and ex- 
ehanged the rude songs of the labourers for hymna 
and psalms, whieh he taught them oraUy ; he eeased 
from frequenting the tayerns on market-days, and at- 
tended an exposition of the Seripture from some gifted 
minister. There was a ehange in the eonyersation eon- 
formablj, as was thought, to the requirement of the 
Apostles ; and Seripture names and terms were intro- 
dueed into eyery-day life. But Joseph Grifford not onlj 
assumed an outward appearanee of religion, he en- 
deayoured to liye up to his profes8ion, and largely 
helped the poor of his own and neighbouring parishes. 

Mary Gifford was the yery opposite to her husband, 
— small in figure, but aetiye ; she was cheerful as the 
day, and in her high spirits would ofben forget the 
strietness of the Sunday, and begin to tell stories of 
the great Elizabeth, in whose eourt her father had 
been a seryant. She was an ardent admirer of royalty ; 
and, without understanding the reason, eoneluded that 
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with its downfall would eome England's deeay. The 
good Queen Bess was an endless theme for praise, 
and wonderful were the stories told of her prepara- 
tions to meet the Armada. 

Afber his conversion, as Joseph Q-ifford ealled the 
ehange in the eonduet of his house, for he did not 
ehange his religious opinions, Mary was oeeasionally 
rebuked for her warm advocaey of the eourt, and for 
approving their profane eonduet. 

There was a great ehange in Q-ifford, for with his 
new religiouB views he had adopted republiean opi- 
nions; and he eherished them more strongly from 
the danger of uttering them. 

He had stories of £lizabeth, but they were of the 
suspieions whieh will always attaeh to her eharaeter, 
of her tyrannieal temper ; he admired her as the eon- 
queror of the Spaniards, he abhorred her as a follower 
of Baal, a lover of Popish superstitions ; and at length 
Mary was eompelled to yield to his stem denuneia- 
tions. Puritanism reigned throughout the house, and 
the king's name was seldom mentioned but with dis- 
respeet. 

One ehild, the last of three, two having died in 
infancy, remained to give brightness to the Giffords' 
home, and Aliee Qifford was a souree of daily happi- 
ness to both parents. To her, the father would unbend 
and relax his features into a smile, for her he would 
bring home the early Aowers of spring, and teaeh her 
that there was one Almighty power who ereated the 
world and all that is therein. As she grew in years 
he instrueted her in the faith of a Ghristian, and 
often puzzled the ehild with the deeper mysteries of 
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the Puritan doetrines. So long as the fainily went 
to ehnreh, Aliee was ^uestioned on her return on the 
sermon, and on the lessons appointed for the day*s 
seryiee. Even the few penee whieh were given her 
she was eneouraged to giye again in alms to the 
poor; and eyery endeayour was used to train her 
mind in the Puritan diseipline. 

Mary did not like the manner in whieh her ehild 
was brought up, but she yielded to her husband : yet 
she would, when alone, tell Aliee the tales of former 
days; of the King Henry who had destroyed the 
monasteries, of the boy-king Edward, of the Pro- 
teetor Somerset, and of the Queen*s eourt, iu wliieh 
her father, she proudly said, had seryed; now aud 
then she added a fairj tale, or a legend of the neigh- 
bourhood. Mary was neyer idle, and the little Aliee 
was trained early to work; she eould knit and sew. 
In the long winter evenings she spun bj the side of 
her mother, or listened to her father reading the 
Seriptures. Eair, and yery gentle, the ehild seemed 
to be the good spirit of the house; she had her 
father's good sense and deep religious feelings, but 
she had her mother's cheerful and liyely disposition, 
whieh enabled her to look on the bright side of life ; 
and often, when oppressed by his own moody dis- 
position or gloomy forebodings, would the ehild eall 
baek her father to cheerfulneBS, and almost happiness, 
by her vivacity and ehildish mirth. 

The death of Jame8 I. of England and YI. of 
Seotland had plaeed Gharles I. upon the throne, and 
the Puritan party, although kept down by the avowed 
dislike of Queen £lizabeth and the hatred of King 
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Jame8, began to feel their power, and in growing 
numbers to speak of t-heir grieyanees in anything but 
the language of suppliants. The King was ealled an 
Agag; the followers of his eourt were Amalekites; 
the bishops were ehildren of Baal, and those who 
favoured them were Prelatists; the Seriptures were 
ransaeked for epithets, and every eurse was uttered 
in the language of Seripture, with a solemnity whieh 
at least evinced sineerity. Gifford entered into all 
the movements of his party ; his wife knew nothing 
of his plans ; naturally reserved, he beeame more 
thoughtful than ever; he spoke less of politieal matters; 
and although more frequently at market, it was evi- 
dent that he went to town more often to hear sermons. 

Mary obser^ed, among the visitors to the Grange, 
many faces that she had never seen before; in the 
day time tbe new friends rode out with her huaband, 
but in the evening there was always a religious dis- 
eussion, whieh few eould understand: the eleetion 
of graee, the reprobation of the guilty, the number 
of the eleet, the marks by whieh tlie eleet ehildren 
were known, the absurdity of form3 in religious wor- 
ship, or the neeessity of a purely spiritual religion, 
were eagerly canvasaed ; often stories of the eruelty 
of Papists and Prelatists were added to give ze8t to 
the tales. 

Not long aftep the aeeession of King Gharles, a 
ehange took plaee in the Reetor of Bateombe ; and one 
of the new men, as the Puritans ealled the Ghureh 
party, was appointed to the reetory. Mr. "Wentworth 
taught the doetrine of the divine right of kings, and 
the duty of entire obedienee to the royal power; 
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polities were often introdueed into the sermons, and 
the doetrinea whieh they would hardly have endured 
irom their old Keetor were BeolTed at from the mouth 
of a young and ineiperieneed man. Their former 
Beetor, although a royalist from prineiple, had little 
sympathy with the fieree eontroyersieB whieh raged 
around him. He tended the siek and dying with 
fidelity; he wamed the young men against the ex- 
eesseB so preva1ent on all sides ; he disliked the Cal- 
vii)iBlic doetrines then Bpreading in every direetion ; 
and he had seen Gifibrd's gradual deeline from Ghureh 
eommunion with feeIingB of deep regret. 

Before his death he sent for Gifibrd, and warned 
him of the eonBeguenees of his opinions. " I have 
long known," he said, " that with your new opinions 
on religion you have also adopted new views of 
politieal government. I have not spoken of this to 
any one. I have endeavoured to preaoh peaee ; but, 
alas, I have eried Peaee, and there is no peaee.*' 
Gifibrd endeavoured to comfort the old £ector with 
hopes of better days, and spoke with fervour of his 
own religious views, and his hope that their Eeetor 
was leaving a world of sorrow for rest and peaee. 

"True," said the Reetor, "I shall leave this wilder- 
ness, where I have toiled for nearly thirty years. But, 
Giffbrd, you remain ; and believe my last words, when 
you eease to respeet religion beeause of mere matters 
of opinion, you will first overthrow the Altar, and 
then east down the Throne." 

. Giffbrd did not reply : the B^etor knew more than 
he thought any person had known of his opinions ; 
and he was aware of the distress whieh it would eauBo 
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many of hia friend8, whenever he aeted openly, and 
east off, as he intended to do, all respeet for the 
Ghureh and its teaehing. He did not know fear ; but 
he foresaw that the triumph of his prineiples would 
inflict suffering on many whom he had long esteemed 
as friends. The aged Beetor's words were not for- 
gotten, and for some time he did not go to town. An 
ineident, triAing in itself, aroused Gifibrd : he had 
inyited some of his neighbours to hear him read a 
Yolume of sermons whieh had been printed by a 
neighbouring Puritan minister: mauy went to hear 
him ; until at length it eame to the ears of the new 
Eeetor. Mr. Wentworth resolved to iuterfere, and 
told Gifford that he was breaking the law, in pre- 
suming to take upon himself the office of teaeher. 

"I do," said Gifford, "in my own house; it is my 
eastle, and I have always read the Word of God 
there, and I will." 

" Tes, to your own faraily," replied Mr. Wentworth. 

*'And to my friends, to any perishing souls, in 
spite of any one," 

"No, Master Gifford," said Wentworth, "not in 
spite of me : if there are any perishing souls, they 
ean eome to ehureh." 

" To ehureh !" said Gifford, sneeringly ; " to ehureh, 
indeed !'* 

"Tes," replied Mr, Wentworth ; "to that ehuroh 
in whieh your fathers worshipped." 

" And where I will never worship again," rejoined 
Gifford. 

Mr. Wentworth left the Grange, and they who 
might have been good neighbours, for both possessed 
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good qualitieB, were, by the mi8fortune8 of the timet, 
irreeoneilable enemies. Oifford had re8olyed to deyote 
all hi8 energies to the de8truction of the Prelatista ; 
and Wentworth, an aetiye man, wa8 bound hj intere8t, 
as well as bj feeling, to maintain the eiisting goyern- 
ment. He was not better prepared than his party 
generally were for the strength of the Furitan8 ; they 
had ministers in eyery town, and friend8 in almost 
eyery yillage. It is true that there were laws in 
the statute-book, and magistrate^ ready to eieeute 
those lawB, but there was a 8pirit whieh, when onee 
arouaed, ean seldom be subdued. It was yain to rea8on 
with men who answered arguments by a88erting a 
diyine eall ; who, if taunted with rebellion, answered 
that they were no more rebels than tho8e who suo- 
eess^ully but partially reformed the Ghureh : they 
would make a elean sweep of all abuses, and deliyer 
the Ghureh and the nation from popiah and pre- 
latieal rulers. 



GHAPTER II. 

OnrroBD beeame well known as an aetiye leader 
of the Puritan party in Bateombe ; his inAuenee was 
eonsiderable, and he extended it daily by a eonsistent 
life and unHinehing 8upport of hia own party. The 
que8tion of ship-money began to be mooted in the 
oountry distrietB, and although many murmured, few 
had the boldness to follow Hampden's eiample, and 
refu8e payment. When the demand wa8 made on 
Qifford, he refused to pay : his wife, who was pre- 
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sent, urged hina strongly to pay a demand whieh it 
would eost twenty times as mueh to resist. 

"Tes, Mary," he said, "butyou do not understand 
that the demand is illegal, and tberefore I refuse it." 

" It is for tbe King's use, and for the King's navy. 
Pay it, Joseph," said Mary ; " you say it is not lawful, 
but— " 

"But, Mary," said Gifford, "it is not a woman's 
duty to eontradiet." 

Mary was silent, and sorrowful. 

He then said, " I refuse to pay the demand ; and 
I will never pay it unless forced to do so." The 
eoUeetor, a neighbouring farmer, leit him, and tried 
to induee some of his ftiends to inAuenee him to 
obey the royal autbority. 

It was all in vain ; Gifford knew the value of eon- 
sisteney, and he told his friends, as he had told his 
family, that he had eounted the eost, that he would 
prefer imprisonment and loss, rather tban submit to 
an unjust demand. 

After a short interval a proeess was issued, and the 
sheriff appointed a day for the sale of the stoek whieh 
had been seized. "When the morning of sale drew on 
the roads in the neighbourhood gave signs of some 
movement, and the two parties saw that there would 
be a demonstration at the Grange. The King's party 
mustered that there might be a sale ; the yeomen. to 
prevent, if possible, the sale of the eattle ; and if not 
able to do that, then they intended to annoy the 
purehasers and intimidate the authorities by their 
numbers and bold bearing. Gifford was silent, he 
had taken eare to avoid any breaeh of the law be- 
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yond refuBiiig the levj. He treated the inen wlio 
had eharge of the eattle with kindness ; he afibrded 
the officer8 opportunity to shew the eattle, and thu8 
won for himself the esteem of his ^riends, and excited 
more than he had ever done before the fears of his 
enemies. The proeeedings had been eostly, and the 
Exchequer had not spared Gifibrd; his neighbours 
saw beast after beast sold to pay a demand for a few 
shillings. Many gave vent to eipressions of disgust 
and eontempt for the royal authority, others, more 
prudent, were silent, but resolved. The King's party 
looked on as triumphant, and rallied the Puritans on 
their want of spirit, but it was a dearly-bought vic- 
tory. Gifford was benevolent, and the poor thought 
that he had been robbed of his eattle ; the yeomen 
viewed him as a defender of their rights, and as one 
who would suffer an injury rather than silently allow 
an injustice to be done to his elass. His enemies 
saw only a crafty and designing man, ready to resist 
the royal authority, and anxious to teaeh instead of 
being taught ; they knew that he was clever, for he 
did not allow himself in any hasty e^pressions, nor 
did he allow them to entrap him, as some tried to do, 
by eipressing sympathy with him, in the hope that, 
when smarting under his loss, he would give them a 
ehanee of obtaining evidence of trea.^on against him. 

Every one in his household p€rceived that there was 
a ehange in the tone of Gifford's feelings. He had 
long eeased to attend ehureh, but he now hindered 
his wife and daughter from going; they had often 
regretted that Mr. "Wentworth had forsaken their 
house, where their former Eeetor was a frequent and 
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weleome guest, they were now to find that he would 
not be admitted to the Grange. The Prayer-book 
was disused and forbidden ; long extempore prayers, 
sometimes offered by one of the '* gifted brethren," 
— who always eame on Saturday, as if by ehanee, — at 
other times by Gifford himself, who always read a 
sermon during the week, and inyited his ^riends to 
join with him in prayer, were the only reb'gious 
seryiees allowed at the Grange. The King was never 
prayed for, unless in the most insulting language, 
that he might be deliyered from a popish queen and 
prelatist advisers. 

Gifford was reserved, and it was with difficulty he 
eould be indueed to eonyerse on any subject8 not eon- 
neeted with their daily life. He laboured actively on 
his farm, took his rides with Aliee, and left nothing 
uneared for. 

Aliee was growing into the young woman, — her fair 
complexion and habitual good temper won for her the 
admiration of all the village. She was not beautiful, 
for you eould not fix on any feature and say it was 
perfect ; but she was so gentle in manner, and so 
ready to do any aet of kindness, that few approaehed 
without loving her. It was during one of their rides 
that Aliee surprised her father by saying, after a long 
silenee, " I have been thinking, father, what wiU be 
the end of all this." 

" All what, Aliee ?" said Gifford. " We have not 
spoken a word for a mile, and you suddenly ask what 
will be the end of all this." 

" Oh, I forgot, father," said Aliee, laughing, " but 
I had been thinking of our not going to ehureh, 
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and haTing prayers at home, and that the ehureh is 
eyery Sunday more empty and onr house more full, 
and that — " 

" Tou had better not think about it, my ehild ; you 
are too young to understand; and I hope you will 
never interfere with polities/* 

" But, father," said Aliee, " I am not a ehild now ; 
I know why the eattle were sold ; I haye often read 
your books, and I know that they are different from 
what you used to read, and that you would hare no 
king to goyem the eountry, and no bisbops to rule 
the Ghureh." 

Gifford was startled as if from a dream : he tumed 
and looked at his daughter, and seemed to reeognise 
that she was no longer a ehild. "Aliee, Aliee," he 
said, after a moment, " who told you this ?" 

" No one, father, but I haye read and thought, and 
although you neyer speak to us you are often troubled 
about these things ; mother does not understand them, 
but she knows you are yery anxious and troubled at 
times." 

" God forgive me, Aliee ; I had hoped to keep all 
these things from you, and to bear my own burden ; 
it is ordered otherwise; and you shall know, my 
ehild, what the Lord has laid upon us : it is His 
work, and who shall let it ?** 

'Tather, if it is His work none ean hinder it, — 
that we know." 

"No, Aliee, and none ean hinder this work. In 
the length and breadth of the land ministers of truth 
have proelaimed His Word often in fear and trembling, 
but always in sineerity. The "Word of the Lord has 
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reaehed many hearts, and the time is eome when 
Zion will no more be desolate; the day of deliver- 
anee is at hand." 

" Yes, father, there are many godly men who have 
eome to our house, but they have no means of making 
known the "Word ; they eannot go to the ehureh." 

" They eannot now, Aliee ; but they may." 

*' When, father ?" 

Gifford sighed, and said slowly, " When it is God's 
will ; but there will be mueh tribulation — mueh tribu- 
lation ; fear, and the sword," he muttered. 

"The sword, father! who will take the swordP" 
said Aliee. 

" "What would you say, Aliee, if your father took the 
sword, and if instead of training, as he used to do, for 
pleasure in his youthful days, he drew his sword in 
the Lord*s battle ?*' 

" I should be sorry, father, very sorry," said Aliee ; 
" and it would grieve mother almost to death." 

" It is the will of the Lord, Aliee," said her father. 

"I never knew you do wrong, father; and if it 
were your duty, though I should be sorry, I should 
pray that you might have victory. I should pray for 
you, — ^yes, day and night, — and for your eause ;" but 
— ^Aliee paused. "But if, father, you are deceived, 
and you fail ?" 

"My ehild, sueeess will bring nothing to your 
father. It is the Lord's work; and if He blesses 
the work we shall sueeeed; if not, Aliee, God's will 
be done.'* 

"Yes, father, God's will be done: I wiU try to 
say 80." 
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** Aliee, I did not think that I sbould haye said so 
mueh to any one as I have said to you to^day : I will 
aay yet more, that you may know why your father 
dares to resist the royal power. The King has en- 
eroaehed o^ our liberties, inyaded our rights, and 
we haye resolyed rather to die free yeomen, sueh as 
our fathers were, than to liye at the arbitrary will of 
one man. I haye read the Word, and haye often 
heard what was done in time of old to Amalek, and 
the nations whom God east out: the Israelites gat 
not possession of the land by their own sword, it was 
the Lord, mighty in battle, who helped them ; and 
He will help us." 

" But, father, are you sure that there will be war P" 
said Aliee. 

*' Yes, Aiiee, the worst of all wars, — father against 
son, and son against father ; the daughter against her 
inother, and the mother against her daughter. Allee, 
where will you be found ?" said Gifford, with affec- 
tionate eamest. 

""With you for eyer, my own dear father: who 
ishould I trust if not you, who haye been my guide 
and eompanion ?" replied Aliee. 

"The Lord be praised!" said Gifford, deeply af- 
fected. 

" Father," said Aliee, " I haye neyer doubted that 
you always did right. I was sorry to leaye the Ghureh , 
and mother was more grieyed than I ; she says always, 
'Your father knows best, Aliee, and we must be 
guided by him.' " 

" I haye studied to know the will of the Lord," 
said Gifford, '^not of the letter; the letter killeth, 
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but the spirit giveth life. Tour mother has been a 
good wife, Aliee, and I would haye taught her in the 
same way, but she has loved the old paths; I have 
prayed often for her, that she might know the Lord's 
will, and she will one day know it, Aliee; she will 
be among the ehosen yessels." 

As they were approaehing the house, Aliee ob- 
served that they were deepening the moat, and that 
the walls had been very reeently repaired in several 
plaees ; her father smiled, and said, ^' Aliee, you see 
we are repairing our breaehes." 

"Tes, father," replied Aliee. Quietly and unosten- 
tatiously the Grange was strengthened, not only in 
eiternal appearanee, but by a supply of arms, whieh 
had been seeretly eonveyed into the upper rooms. 
The Parliament inereased in boldness, and had given 
notiee to their friends that they intended to try their 
strength against the Eoyalists. Gifford was there- 
fore eareful not to allow any one to enter his gates 
without reason. Within a few days after this eon- 
versation with Aliee, the drawbridge was raised, and 
only lowered when needed, and under his own diree- 
tions ; there were no more eountry rides ; and Gifford 
speut mueh time in strengthening the house, and 
removing the hay as far as possible from any of the 
buildings ; the outhouses whieh had fallen to deeay 
were eut down, and some men who had eome in from 
the town were employed to tum them into firewood. 
More than a dozen men had eome in during the week, 
and taken their plaees among the farm-servants, as if 
they had been hired to do farm-work. Aliee notieed 
that two of them always sat up at night, and her 
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mother soon suspeeted that tbey were there for other 
purposes than to repair the buildings. Gifford had 
said to her they would stay for a week or two, as the 
eountry was disturbed, and he was desirous of repair- 
ing the house and proteeting his property. Aliee 
did not ask any ^uestions; she eonsidered that her 
father had trusted her, and that when it was neees- 
sary he would explain what was really going on. In 
the mean time, the seryants eonstantly brought in 
rumours that the eountry was disturbed, and that 
there was going to be a battle between the King and 
the Parliament. 



OHAPTER III. 

Eablt one moming, as Aliee was walking round 
the walls, she saw in the distanee a party of horse- 
men riding towards the Grange; she looked again, 
not to be deceived by her imagination, for she had 
been thinking what she should do if her father really 
beeame a soldier: and she saw that they were ad- 
yaneing rapidly; running quickly to the house, she 
eould seareely say, " Father, father, the men are 
eoming," when she fainted at his feet. 

" Aliee, my ehild ! Aliee !" said her mother : but 
she did not answer. 

GiATord raised her in his arms, and said, " She has 
fainted, mother; but I must leave her with you." 
He ran from the house, and having given a sign to 
the men, hastened to the tower, and saw that a troop 
of horse, strongly armed, were elose to the drawbridge ; 
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they appeared to be of the Parliamentary party. 
But Oifford would not trust to appearanees; and 
as be eame on the battlements, he asked for what 
purpose they eame. 

A young man rode forward from the rear, and 
Baying, ** Eor God and the right/* raised a letter, and 
extended it towards Gifford. 

" If you eome in peaee," said Gifford, " give your 
letter to me." And going to the lower loophole, he 
took the letter, whieh announeed that Gaptain Lisle, 
with a troop of thirty horse, was to hold Bateombe 
Grange for the Parliament, and that they would pay 
for all supplies furnished him ; that they had reasou 
to believe an attempt would be made on the Grange ; 
and as they knew it was an important rallying-poiut 
for their friends, they hoped Lisle would arrive in 
time to hold it against the King's party. " Bnter," 
said Giffbrd to Lisle, '* and weleome ;" and the party 
rode quiekly through the gateway. "I must leave 
you for a moment," said Gifford, "for your arrival 
alarmed my daughter, who knew enough to be ansious 
for her father's Bafety." 

" And I will attend to my troop/' said Lisle, " untU 
you eome." 

When Gifford retumed to the house, he found Aliee 
quite recovered, and rather ashamed of her fright ; 
and Mary inelined to be fretful at his apparent eare- 
lessness of her daughter, and by no means pleased 
with her visitors, who, she said, would eat them out 
of house and home. Aliee promised to behave better 
iu future, and begged to be allowed to see the troop, 
whieh was drawn up in elose order in the eourt. 
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Gifrord took his daughter bj the arm, and then went 
to inspeet his little garrison. He waa pleased with 
the men ; they were all of them stoatlj iramedy and 
serions men, who had entered on the eontest for some- 
thing more than a soldier^s paj ; they wore no uni* 
form, their arms were ohieAy rifles and swords, whieh 
they had purehased aeeording to their fancy ; they were 
well supplied with ammanition, and had been sent 
in the expectation of seeing service on the road. Both 
GilTord and Aliee were struek hj Lisle's appearanee ; 
he was young, almost boyish looking, but his face 
was eipressiye, and his dark eye Aashed as he spoke, 
or when he arranged the troop : he was eare&Uy but 
plainly dressed, and his arms were the yery best of 
their kind. 

" Your seryant," said Lisle, addressing Aliee ; " we 
have eome to be your &ther's guests, if it be his 
pleasure." 

" And you are very weleome," said Gifford ; " my 
daughter thought that you had eome to earry me 
away, and it had alarmed her quite beyond propriety, 
for she is now a soldier's daughter." 

Aliee smiled, and said, " Not a soldier yet, father." 

" Yes,** said Oaptain Lisle, " for here is your eom- 
mission to hold the rank of Gaptain and to raise 
forces for the Parliament. But you are very careful ; 
I expected to find no preparation for defence : we had 
information that the plaee was to be attaeked, and 
your property applied to the use of the troops at 
Winehester, so I eame away in haste, yet not un- 
prepared." 

'' I have had suspieions for some weeks past/* said 



22 iiLioE liblb: 



Gifford, '* and haye got a few good men to help me 
in ease of a surprise : we haye had a regular wateh 
to patrol the walls day and night; they haye eer- 
tainly tried the moat twiee during the week, for the 
wateh heard them, and I suspeet that my neighbours 
have been yery busy with my afiairs lately." 

" No doubt," said Lisle ; " but if you eould hold 
the plaee with your own men, we eould now resist 
any attempt: they were no doubt indueed by the 
hopes of plundering the farm." 

" And yet," said Gifford, " they did not get all they 
bought at my sale safely to their houses. Golonel 
Treyor bought my sheep, more than half found their 
way baek again, and my neighbours eooked some, so 
that the Golonel has made one bad bargain at the 
Grange already." 

"Did they sell your stoek for the ship-money?" 
asked Lisle. 

" Tes," said Gifford, " and ruined their eause about 
here : I do not think that I should haye been quite 
80 aetiye, had I not been stirred up. But dismiss 
your troop, and when they haye found their quarters 
they shall haye some ^ood, and we ean diseourse at 
our leisure." 

The men were dismissed to quarters, and eyideneed 
the good diseipline they were under by the quickness 
of their moyements; the horses were well groomed, 
then fed, and the whole party assembled in the hall, 
where eyery means was used to aeeommodate them ; 
some sat on stools, others on barrels, and although 
there was mirth, there were no oaths or rude jest& 
Oifford said a long graee and prayer before they 
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partook of their meal ; and when joint after joint had 
disappeared, and Mary Oifford wondered if they would 
eyer eease eating, graee after meat waa said, and the 
men again dispersed, leaying only their riAes and shot- 
bags in the hall. The two Oaptaina then conferred 
together, and it was resolyed to go out the next dnj 
for exercise, and to buy a guantity of flour in tbe 
eyent of a aiege. Men were to be enlisted, and 
while seeuring the Orange, thej were to aid the 
eause hj a regular supply of troops from the eountry 
round. " Golonel Trevor will not find us sleeping," 
said Lisle ; " he knows long before this of mj arriTal 
here, and he will eertainly lose no time in attaeking 
us; he is an aetiye officer, but, we haye heard, has 
no yery efiecti7e troops under his eommand." 

''A good eommander will do mueh mi8chief with 
very inferior troops," said Gifford: "we must not 
leaye the Orange without proteetion. I will make 
jou eommander while we are absent, Aliee ; and mind 
that no one is admitted on any pretenee. AU our 
men shall be under arms ; and your troop, Oaptain 
Lisle, shall ride through the yillage ; it will strengthen 
our party: and I think we maj defj the Golonel 



now." 



"With the early dawn the troop was drawn up in 
the eourt, and after prayers, and a hymn sung by 
the whole troop, they left the eourt-yard, Oifford 
him8elf staying for a short time to see the men at 
their posts. They rode through the YiUage, and were 
merrily greeted by many friends, who said, laughingly, 
that they had not seen Master Oifford for so long 
that he was quite a stranger. Supplies were ob- 
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tained without any trouble, and Lisle paid for all, as 
he had been provided with money fofr the purpose. As 
they were riding through the village, about an hour 
after they had left the Grange, they saw Oolonel 
Treyor's waggon on the road. "It is too early to 
plunder the enemy," said Lisle, " or we ought to earry 
off his team." 

" Yes," said Gifford, " I wish to have a eonseienee 
void of offenee, and I will not be the first to attaek 
the King's party ; we have drawn the sword for the 
truth*s sake, and to defend our eountry from !French 
gold, and Ereneh armies, and the popish religion, and 
we will not dishonour our eause by plunder." 

" I did but jest,** said Lisle ; " I would not allow a 
man of mine to plunder, and they are most of them 
too striet to think of it." 

The purehases of eom and flour being made, wag- 
gons were very speedily pressed into the service to 
earry them to the Grange : every eare was taken to 
avoid a surprise; a strong patrol rode in adtanee, 
under Lisle, and Gifford brought up the rear. As they 
eleared the village, Lisle saw two troopers riding in 
haste, but he thought it better not to attempt to 
overtake them ; the mareh was quickened, the guns 
were kept ready to be diseharged at a moment's notiee, 
and the Oaptains kept a sharp look-out ; the mareh 
was unmolested, and by midday the whole party were 
Bafe within the walls. 

When Aliee saw her father she ran to meet him, 
and said, " You have tried to play me a triek, father, 
to see if I would obey you." 

What do you mean, Aliee ?" said Gifford. 



(( 
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''O11I7 that a man eame here about an liour ago 
with a load of hay, and said that you had ordered it 
to be brought here, and that he was to wait until you 
returned, to be paid for it." 

'* And what did you do P" said Gaptain Lisle. 

" I obeyed orders, Sii*," said Aliee. 

" And it is well that you did, Aliee," said Gifford. 

" Tes, indeed, it is," said Lisle, " or we might have 
been ruined." 

"I did not suspeet anything wrong," said Aliee; 
'' the earter looked a simple fellow, and begged hard 
to eome in, beeause his horses were tired." 

" And what did you say ?" 

"I said no one eould eome in; and the man on 
guard said, * No one, for he would shoot any man who 
tried to pass him/ And after waiting about ten 
minutes, the earter said, ' I may as well go ;' and I 
said, * Tes, you may, for if your horses were dying, I 
would not let you enter this gate.' " 

" Bravely done, Mistress Aliee," said Lisle. 

" Well done, sentry," said Gifford. 

" But what eould the man have done," said Aliee, 
" even if I had let him in ?" 

" I will tell you, Aliee," replied her fother, " and 
you will understand the value of striet obedienee: 
I did not send the man, the waggon belonged to 
Golonel Trevor; suppose under that hay thero were 
a dozen armed men, and that they had rushed out 
and bumed the house and all in it." 

" But, father," said Aliee, " the driver had a slouehed 
bat, and he looked almost silly, and talked as if he 
were not quite right." 
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'' It is foitiiiuite for us that he did not impose upon 
you," said Lisle; "I am oertain that it was either 
a mse to OYertani the waggon in the gate and thas 
gire them time to attaek us, or that thej intended to 
Borprise the houae." 

^ And who eould the earter he P" said Aliee. 

** Kot unlikelj Golonel TreTor, or if not, one of his 
officers/' said her iather. The men talked to eaeh 
other of the eseape Irom the Golonel's snares, and it 
was resolyed to double the g^uard at night, and that 
while Liale took the first wateh, Gi^Tord should be 
readj for the moming wateh, when it was probable 
something would be attempted. 

As the eyening drew on, additional preeautions were 
taken: the waggons were unloaded, and the horses 
plaeed under shelter; the earts and waggons were 
drawn up so as to afford eoYer, if the walls should be 
forced or surprised ; the dogs were, as usual, in the 
basement of the towers, and nothing was omitted to 
seeure them against surprise or a hostile attaek. 

When the arms were seryed out for the night, 
Lisle suggested tbat all the knives should be ground 
sharp, to be used as dirks for elose eombat. When 
all this had been done, supper was seryed, and a plen- 
tiful repast prepared the troop for all that might 
happen. 

Gifford, however, thought it imperatiye on them tp 
aeknowledge their deliverance from the wiles of the 
enemj : he offered up prajerB for their proteetion, 
and thank6giviDg6 for the mercj granted to them. 
" Thej were," he said, " as brands plueked from the 
burning, and spared bj the mercj of God." 
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There'was a striking eontrast between the language 
of these men and their appearanoe. They were armed 
for war, yet they spoke only of merey and of the loye 
of G-od to sinners ; they were in arms against their 
king, but, as thej said, beeause they seryed the King 
of kings. 

When eyery preeaution had been taken, Oifford 
retired to rest, not, howeyer, before he had offered up 
prayers for the proteetion of all in his house. Lisle im- 
mediately went on his wateh, and performed well the 
duties of a good eaptain. He was originally intended 
for the praetioe of the law, and had been admitted at 
Lineoln's Inn ; when the Parliament resolyed to take 
up the sword, he determined to east in his lot with 
them. Deseended from a respeetable ^amily of the 
middle elass, he had entered ^ealously into all the dis- 
putes between the King and the Parliament. Bred a 
Presbyterian, he saw Popery in any form of religion, 
and he hated the Ghureh of England as a bad and 
dull imitation of the Ghureh of Bome ; he therefore 
desired not only to eontrol, but to subyert the 
Ghureh, and abolish the office of bishops; he laughed 
to utter seom the pretension then being made to 
apostolieal sueeession, and said that there eould neyer 
be any but a spiritual sueeession. He was equally 
eonsistent in his yiews of eiyil goyernment, and 
an ardent republiean; he was open in his admira- 
tion of the aneient republies, and an ardent asserter 
of man's natural right to freedom. When wamed by 
his friends of the danger he ineurred, he said that his 
poyerty was his greatest proteetion, he had nothing 
to pay the expenses of confiscation ; he was an orphan^ 
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and had no parents to grieye for liim. An unele, 
who had brought him up, sympathised with and ad- 
raneed his views, but did not risk his life or property 
bj any outward aets of approyal. He hinted, that 
in Btirring times the adyenturous often rose to the 
top of the troubled waters, and Lisle beeame known 
to many in Parliament as a daring young man ready 
for work. He was advised to enlist himself in the 
train-bands, that he might acquire a knowledge of 
military diseipline ; and from the moment he received 
the hint he resolyed to leam the military art, as he 
had formerly studied the law. 

On the breaking out of the civil war Lisle reeeiyed 
a eaptain's eommission, and no one among the young 
officer8 had a greater share of popularity than he 
enjoyed. He eonstantly drilled his troop, and ineited 
them to improye themselves in the use of arms ; 
shewed them how a good sword and a well-trained 
horse would oilen giye the smaller force the advan- 
tage oyer large numbers. Although deeply imbued 
with the religious prejudices of the day, he did not at 
Arst address his own men, but appointed ehaplains, 
who excited them against the royal party. They de- 
seribed the royalists as the enemies of God; men 
without hope in this world, and without fear of 
another. It was under the eonstant eseitement of 
military exercise or prayer that Lisle kept his troop 
in sueh ezcellent order as to excite the notiee of 
the Parliamentary leaders, who sent him on a sepa- 
rate eommand, with orders to proteet the Grange. 

Golonel Treyor, an aetiye royalist, had eipressed 
a wish to Beize and plunder OiSbrd's house, for it 



A TALE 01 PrSITAir TIMEB. 29 

assamed an importanee from its nearness to Win- 
ehester, and from the power that it gaye the Parlia* 
ment of raising reeruita, as well as from the owner'i 
eharaeter. The result proyed that they did not mistake 
the importanee of the post, and that the informatioii 
whieh the Parliament had obtainedof Golonel Treror'i 
intentions was eorreet. Eeeruits had been enlisted 
without trouble, many of the younger sons of the 
yeomen were privates in Oifford's troop, and afber 
Lisle's arriyal the Orange was speedily filled with 
young and aetiye soldiers. 

The night passed without any attempt at a surprisey 
^d seyeral weeks rolled away quietly, until it was 
thought that Golonel Treyor either had no desigi^ 
against the plaee, or that he had abandoned it as 
impraetieable. Lisle, howeyer, eiereised his troop 
daily, and kept up intereourse with the yillage of 
Bateombe. All the information that eould be obtained 
was that Golonel Treyor was yery aetiyely organizing 
a large force, that they seldom left the park, and 
no one knew their number. 



OHAPTER lY. 

It happened with both parties, as it often does ux 
war, that they misealeulated eaeh other*s intentions. 
The Oolonel intended to 8eize the Orange^ and had 
sent an officer disguised as a earter, and a wag- 
gon full of men eoyered with hay, with iDStruetionp 
to seize the house, if they failed, to oyerturn the 
waggon on the bridge^ and then to send a man oa 
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horsebaek to apprize the troop, when he would eut off 
the party from the yillage, burn tbe house, and, if 
possible, eapture the entire force. The prudenee of 
Aliee had foiled his seheme, and here only remained 
the ehanee of a night attaek — always dangerous with 
undiseiplined troops — or to try a display of his whole 
force, whieh might intimidate the garrison to surren- 
der. It was resolyed to attaek them if there appeared 
a prospeet of sueeess; the Golonel had heard a re- 
port, confirmed bj one of his own men, that most of 
the garrison had been withdrawn to London ; the fact 
being that Lisle had sent twenty men to London to 
be drilled for the Earl of Essex's army, the Orange 
haying beeome oyer-erowded. 

It was three o'eloek on Sunday moming— for the 
Golonel said the better day the better deed — when 
the bugle sounded in Trevor Park, and shortly after 
the ol&eers and men were at their posts. The 
Golonel had already been up an hour, and despatehed 
four waggons along the road to the Grange, with 
instruetions to the men to stop at the eross-roads, 
and wait the arriyal of the troop. Haying paraded 
his men, the Golonel said, that although they were 
going against an undiseiplined enemy, who had raised 
their hands against the King, they were to use no un- 
neeessary yiolenee; that sueeess was eertain, as the 
house was yery weakly defended, and the officers were 
only eiyilians. 

The eommand was giyen to mareh, and ere long 
they eame upon the waggons at the eross-roads ; these 
were hastily despatehed, and the troop moyed on 
rapidly to within half-a-mile of the Grange, and were 
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halted behind a plantation of trees, whieh sereened 
them entirely froin yiew. The heayy moming miate, 
whieh had hitherto eoneealed them, gradually rosei 
and the Golonel was therefore eompelled to hide 
his troops, while with his Btaff he reeonnoitred the 
position. He rode along the road, and found that 
eyery treQ or hedge that afforded shelter had been 
remoyed; that unless it was possible to intimidnte, 
they eould only hope to earry the plaee by a regular 
siege, and for this, eannon was wanting. Sending one 
of his 8taff to bring forward the waggons, he rod& 
deliberately round the house within range of their 
guns. Gi^Tord's orders were striet, that no shot should 
be fired until the enemy attaeked them or attempted 
to take up a position. Not a moyement eould be 
heard, and the only sound that disturbed the quiet 
of the early moming was the loud baying of the 
wateh-dogs. 

" They sleep well," said the Oolonel ; " or have 
they abandoned the plaee, think ye ?" 

" No, Golonel, they are wide enough awake," said 
one of the staff. 

Again riding carefully round, he seleeted what 
appeared to be a weak portion of the wall, and di- 
reeted them to try the moat ; it was deep and inaeees- 
sible. He resolved, therefore, to display his force, 
and summon the plaee ; the waggons were approaeh- 
ing, and after an hour's delay the whole troop ar- 
rived just out of range. The Golonel rode forward 
to the gate, and the bugler had seareely ended his 
blast when Gi^Tord stood alone on the tower, and 
said, — 
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*' Good morning, Oobnel Treyor ; to what eireum- 
Btanee am I indebted for tbis earlj yisiti and for 
this array P'' 

'' You are aeeused, Josepb Oifford, of harbonring 
the King's enemies, of enlisting reeruits to make war 
against tbe royal authority, and of harboaring one 
Jobn Lislei a traitor." 

" I have autbority for all tbat I do, Golonel Trevor." 

" What authority? " asked tbe Golonel. 

"Tbe autbority of tbe Gommons in Parliament 
assembled/' replied Qifford. 

''Confound tbem and their autboriiy!" said the 
Golonel; ''unless you surrender Lisle, allow me to 
seareb your bouse, and take away all arms foand 
there, and fortbwitb give up your present desperate 
eause, I sball bum your house, and send you a pri- 
soner to Winebester Gastle." 

" And I tell you, Golonel, tbat I will never give up 
Jobn Lisle, tbat I wiU not allow jou or any man to 
seareb my bouse," replied Oifford. 

*' And is this tbe only answer you bave to give to a 
gentleman bolding tbe King's eommission P" 

" It is too late to talk to me of the King's eomrais- 
sion," said Gifford ; " I bave bad my property seized 
and wasted in tbat name.'* 

'' And tbis is tbe end of your praying, you round- 
headed, psalm-smiting yillain !" said tbe Golonel. 

" Golonel, let us have no blaspbemy," said Gifford. 

" Blaspbemy, you eanting, snivelling fellow ! God- 
fearing men you eall yourselyes, and dare to attaek 
your King ! tbe devil take you all !'' 

Lisle, wbo bad been listening impatiently, at this 
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moment eame upon the wall, and said, ''Tou want 
me, Golonel Trevor, I hear." 

" I want John Lisle, the traitor, if you are that 
man," said the Golonel. 

"I am John Lisle, but not a traitor, Golonel Trevor; 
and unless you ean be more eiyil I may yisit Trevor 
Park, and bum your house about your ears. Listen, 
Colonel Trevor, — Pire one shot here, and I will fire 
twenty against your house.*' 

*^ Hah ! hah ! hah 1 well boasted, young traitor ! I 
will teaeh you the slaek-rope danee, and play you a 
pretty tune to another world: you shall have the 
rogue's mareh, unless you want one of your deadly- 
lively hymns,— Zion's Comfort, Bethesda's Grunt, or 
Salem's Howl," said the Golonel. 

" You are a profane old yillain," said Lisle. 

GiSbrd gently reminded him that the conference 
was useless, that it was no time to talk, and bow- 
ing to the Oolonel, Gifford with Lisle left the tower. 

The men were all ready at their posts, and having 
left only sufficient to wateh the movements of the 
enemy, they eame into the eourt, where Gifford of- 
fered up a prayer for their deliverance from the enemy, 
and from the guilt of shedding blood ; it being ended, 
Lisle gave out the ver8e of a hymn, and after one long 
note it seemed as if from every eomer of the house 
yoiees were singing : — 

** God watehes o'er the dwellings of the jiist, 

And in their eanse doth His great power employ ; 
His name we praise, in Him alone we trust, 
He is onr roek and souree of every joy." 

The ver8e was seareely ended when the bugles 

n 
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again rang out their merry note ; the Oolonel did not 
like the singing: — '^The raseals will hold out/' he 
0aid ; " I must stop the pialin-smiting/' and ari&png 
his whole force, he awaited GiAbrd's appearanee. 
He was almost immediately on the tower. 

*' Giibrd," said the Golonel, '' I have no wish to 
. attaek your house ; jou may see that I do not laek 
men ; surrender Lisle, let your other guests depait, 
and your liberty shall be respeeted." 

''I eannot gire up a man who has taken shelter 
under my roof. Put the gnestion to yoursel^, Golonel 
Treyor ; suppose that I eame with my party and de- 
manded one of your friends, intending to hang him 
«n the first tree I found, would you giye him up ?" 

" No," said the Golonel, " but Lisle is a traitor--a 
eleyer traitor, who has sedueed thousands to their 
ruin ; and he will bnng ruin on your house, if you 
harbour him." 

'' If I saw the ruin bofore me I would embraee it 
rather than yiolate the hiws of hospitality," answered 
Gifford. 

"A noble fellow," said one of the officers, who 
.stood by the Golonel. 

*' Then our parley is at an end," said the Oolonel ; 
''and you must take all the consequences of your 
treason." 

GifFord made no reply, but as the waggons were 
forming under the range of their fire, and were in- 
tended for hostile purposes, he again tumed baek, and 
ealling to the Golonel, reminded him that a nearer 
approaeh would eause them to fire. 

The Golonel laughed 8Comfully, and as the troop had 
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halted ja8t out of rangei the waggons were moyed 
eloser to the wall, and some of the best shots haying 
dismountedy were plaeed behind them. — A single shot 
irom the Qrange, and the leading horse fell dead. 

" A good shot forthe fir8t," said the Oolonel ; 'Hhe 
Tillains have used their rifles before to-day/* 

Another shot, and another of the horses was 
wounded ; the Golonel ordered the men to fire at the 
loop-holes, but eyery man had been withdrawn under 
eoyer, and the Golonel was obliged to try other de- 
yiees. He dismounted part of the troop, and having 
spent the daj in brioging up planks and waggons 
from the yillage, he resolved to assault the plaee in 
the eyening. All the yillagers were pressed to bring 
in earts and waggons ; trees were eut down from 
6ifford's ^ntation, and in the dusk of the evening 
the waggons moyed on two different points, while a 
large party advanced to eross the diteh. The gar- 
rison had been under arms all day, and the food 
was taken to them, that they might be ready for 
the attaek. When they knew that the enemy were 
adyaneing there was a slight impatienee, but the 
orders were to reserye their fire until the eommand 
was giyen. Lisle, who first fired, shot with deadly 
aim, and although the GoloDel exposed himself, and 
bravely urged on his men, in a few minutes he fouud 
thirty of them either killed or wounded. It beeame 
eyident that the house eould only be taken by regular 
approaehes, and a siege. He drew off his men, and 
raising a white flag, demanded permission to remove 
the wounded. Gifford readily aeeeded to his request, 
aud offered the use of horses to draw them to the vil- 
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lage; the Golonel was too deeply moptified at liis 
defeat to do more than eourteously deeline the ofFer. 

The evening had elosed on them, the stars were 
juBt rising, and the ehill air inereased the BU^TeriDgs 
of the wounded. By slow degrees they were eolleeted 
and plaeed in waggons, and the horses they had ridden 
were used for their removal. It was a very different 
speetaele from that in the morning ; then all was life 
and hope, now one waggon bore seven dead bodies, 
aud the other twenty were more or less wounded. 
The Golonel endeavoured to eheer his men with the 
hopes of pevenge, and that they would one day meet 
in a fair field. 

Immediately after the enemy had departed Gifford 
offered a solemn thanksgiviDg for their deliverance; 
only two of their number had been slightly wounded. 
He aeknowledged the hand of God that proteeted 
them from so many dangers. 

In the moming the drawbridge was lowered, and 
Mary went with Aliee to offer any assistanee to the 
wounded men who had been left at the village. Some 
abused them as the eause of all their troubles, but the 
greater part were thankful, and received the little eom- 
forts whieh they brought with gratitude. It was a feap- 
fui si^ht to those who had been unused to see men 
lying in hopeless suffering. Aliee read to some of 
them, and endeavoured to teaeh them of a better life ; 
her gentle voice won its way to their hearts, and one or 
two expressed regret at the reekless lives they had 
led ; but with the many there was only thankfulnes8 
for relief from bodily pain, that whieh Aliee had been 
taught to eonsider the one thing needful they knew 
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not of. After a long day's work, and many messages 
for bandag.es and other neeessaries, Mary retumed 
bome with her daughter. Mr. Wentworth had been 
to see the wounded men, and although he spoke kindly, 
he was grave and reseryed ; it was dangerous to be 
eiyil to suspeeted persons even when on an errand of 
merey, and Mr. Wentworth was eminently prudent 
in seeking to avoid offence to the authorities. He, 
with many others, did not foresee any ehanee of 
ehange in their rulers, or he would haye trimmed his 
sails in time. 

"When John Gifford heard of the suffering8 of the 
wounded, he was affected even to tears, and said he 
deeply regretted that the Golonel had forced them to 
take away life : — "God ia my witness that I spared 
them long, even to the risk of our lives." 

'* I eould have killed the old Golonel, and but for 
your eommand I would have done so,'* said Lisle. 

*'He is a brave old fellow," said Gifford, "but a 
blasphemer; he has now time to repent.*' 

"He will only repent of one thing," said Lisle ; 
*• that I am not hanging in his park." 

" Or perhaps that I am not on my way to Win- 
ehester, and the Grange on fire," said Gifford. 

" It was the moat that stopped them," replied Lisle ; 
"the Golonel would have forced the walls with his 
numbers if he eould have reaehed them, but the men 
fired admirably ; and how well Garlyon did, I am sure 
he did not fire a shot in waste." 

" All have done their duty," said Gifford ; " a very 
painful duty it has been to me, for we have taken up 
the sword, and who knows when we may lay it down." 
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" I hope never to lay down my sword until we have 
conquered/' said Lisle; ''it is for freedom that we 
fight, and I am ready to die at any moment, but not 
to liye a slare; I shall liye to see the Popish mass 
swept out of the land, and Prelatists in the dust, and 
then the Lord will build up Zion." 

" You speak as a young man, Lisle ; I am not sa 
hopeful/' said Gifford ; " I do not regret any personal 
sacrifices, but the eost of life and of happiness to 
many I dare not eontemplate." 

'* But I ean," said Lisle ; " the heart of England i» 
with us ; I seek to free the Oospel irom a bondage 
more eruel than that of Israel to Moab and Amalek : 
the Lord of hosts is our refuge, and He wiU be a 
strbng tower against our enemies." 

" But,'* said Gifford, ** we shall hare to answer for 
many a brave life ended ere we conquer.'* 

" Be it so," said Lisle, " and let those answer who 
provoke this eontest ; but," he eontinued, " I must 
say to you, Gifford, that I shall shortly leave you; 
you ean now defend your post without my assistanee, 
and you will not have another attaek for some time, ' 
unless they are able to besiege you ; I propose, there- 
fore, as soon as the reeruits are better drilied, to take. 
about fifty men to London, or if not, to the North.*' 

" Have we not enough fighting here ?" said Gifford.. 

" Tes," replied Lisle, " but we seem rather to 
attraet the enemy, and if we depart you may perhaps 
hold your own in peaee, espeeially if we ean oeeupy 
the Golonel." 

" He is a brave old fellow, and will eateh me some 
day if he ean," replied Gifford. 
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" ITnless I am beforehaiid with him ; for I do not 
think that he will let us go in peaee, eBpeeially as he 
will be mortified with our sueeess/' replied Liale. 

Doring the next fortnight driiling prooeeded rapidly 
at the Grange, and the number of reeruita again 
ineonyeniently erowded the house, ao that prepara- 
tions were made for the departure of the troop for 
London. The women spent their erenings in making 
forage bagSy the men sharpened their swords, some 
rifles were exchanged, and the troop were ready for 
active service, either on the road or on their arriyal in 
town. Lisle thought that his departure might be 
kept seeret, and that thus fae might prevent Golonel 
Trevor attaeking him on the road, but an oeeasionai 
deserter earried information to the Park, and the 
Colonel knew that a movement would shortly be 
made. He therefore refrained from any hostile de* 
monstration near the Grange, but kept the roads welL 
watehedy and his men in eonstant readiness. He 
knew that the whole force within the house did not 
out-number his own, and he rightly expected that 
only reeruits wouid be sent away* 

Lisle waSy however, in no great hurry to depart, 
and delayed his joumey f]X)m day to day, expectiug 
more direet orders as to his movements ; at last a day 
was fixed upon, and a letter duly reoeived by Lisle 
appointing the day folIowing the reeeipt of his orders 
for his departure; the route was left to his own 
diseretion. 

His stay at the Grange had, however, aAeeted 
Auother even more strongly than himself ; and, with 
all proper reser^e, Aliee eould not eoneeal from her- 
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8elf that the departure of Lisle would leare a great 
blank in their eirele. At eyery leisure moment he 
had read to or with her, and he found Aliee alread^ 
predisposed, b j the admonition of her father, to listen 
to his own views of religion. 

She had a keen relish for the beauties of nature, 
and for a eountry life, and to Lisle it appeared like 
another happy boyhood returning to him again. Aliee 
did not yenture to ask Lisle's future plans, but she 
listened with great pleasure to his promise that if all 
went well with him, he would eome and yisit the 
Grange when war was over. 

"A long and dreary winter, I fear,*' said Aliee, 
*' to the summer of our hopes." 

•' Not so," replied Lisle ; " our party are now per- 
haps at their very lowest, but I have confidence in 
Gromwell; heis a man of determination, and evidentlj 
gaining an aseendant. He wiU use e^ery means and 
all means to promote our eause.'* 

** But God gives the victory," said Aliee. 

** Yes, victory or death, Aliee ; and without victory 
death will be weleome." 

Aliee shuddered ; she had seen the end of one fight, 
and prayed earnestly for peaee. 

"Do not shudder, Aliee,'* said Lisle; **I have 
confidence in our sueeess. Many of the greatest men 
in the eountry are with us, and we shall raise England 
to sueh greatness that men will respeet the name of 
Englishman and fear to oppress him." 

" God grant a good end to these troubles," said 
Aliee, and they parted. 



A TALB OP PrBITAN TTME8. 41 



CHAPTER V. 

GoLOKEL Trevor was fertile in expedients, and 
he had neyer eeased to regret his repulse from the 
Orange and the losses whieh he had sustained. Among 
the killed was Cranford; his nearest neighbour, and 
six of his tenants had been seyerely wounded, He 
promised his disheartened troops a sure reyenge, and 
a fair field, where they eould meet the enemy face to 
face. One of his spies had intereepted the earrier 
with the letter to Lisle, and Golonel Trevor sueeeeded 
by giying a large bribe in obtaining information of the 
appointed day for the departure of the troops, and 
haying resealed tbe letter, he sent the man on his 
way. This was what he wanted to know, but then what 
road would Lisle take ? He migbt take the direet road, 
but it was eommanded for a long distanee by high 
banks, and allowed of little room for eayalry to eseape 
an ambush. He therefore rightly conjectured that 
Lisle would make a detour, and strike into tbe main 
road about fiye miles from Bateombe, Aeting on this 
idea, he oeeupied two woody banks at short interyals 
with a strong body of men on foot, armed with rifles, 
while he prepared an ambush to attaek the retreating 
troop if they should fall into disorder. 

It was a beautiful summer moming; the air was 
laden with the perfume of Aowers ; and the Oolonel 
augured well from the heartiness of his men, and their 
alaerity in earrying out his plans. He posted the 
men in the woods, and plaeed the ambush at a short 
distanee from the road, sereened by a slight eleyation 
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of land ; and then haying made his arrangementSy he 
oeeupied the main road with a body of light horsemen, 
whieh he eommanded in person. The spot whieh had 
been seleeted was in faYoar of the adyaneing party, 
if they stood firm, as the deseent was gradnal, and 
the road good ; but the Golonel ealeulated that, onee 
shaken bj the fire of the men in the eopse, they would 
fall either into the hands of his ambush if they re- 
treated, or into his own hands if, in despair, they at- 
tempted to eut their waj through. 

Lisle's dispositions were made under the impression 
that his ^oumey was eoneealed from every one but 
G-ifford and himself ; they were not, howeyer, the less 
carefully made. He inspeeted the arms before his de- 
parture, separated his troop iuto detaehments ready to 
support eaeh other, and yet at 8ufficient distanee to 
be enabled to maneBuyre in the event of an attaek. 
As the men rode out of the gate Lisle looked at them 
with pride, aud Gifford pronouneed them to be first- 
rate soldiers. 

There were many last words to be spoken. GiSbrd 
parted from his friend, for sueh he had beeome, with 
sorrow, and Aliee, haying tried to dry her tears, ran to 
the tower and wayed her handkerchief to Lisle as he 
rode out of the gate : then haying drawn up his troop 
he moyed to the front, and putting Garlyon in the 
rear, he started on his ^ourney ; the horses had been 
well fed and groomed, and it was nine of the eloek 
before the last of the troop lefb the gate. 

The orders were to walk the horses gently, to keep 
a good look-out, and to haye the arms readj for 
immediate use. . Lisle was eonstantly in the adyanee, 
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and as tbey entered the eopse, he had said, that if the 
Golonel knew their road and their day of departure, it 
would be a niee plaee for an ambush, when a ball 
whistled by hia ear. Lisle eoolly ordered his men to 
wheel about, when another ball struek a tree dose to 
him, and a rapid diseharge of musketry eonyineed him 
that the road was lined; for a moment there was 
a slight panie, but Garlyon had halted his men, and 
they all rallied in the open ground, when Lisle en- 
eouraged them by a smile and a jest on the Golonel's 
clever ruse. He had hardly got his troop into order 
when the eolonePs party were in view ; for hearing 
the musketry, he thought that Lisle had fallen into 
the snare, and, furious at his eseape, he eharged, think- 
ing that he would easily rout them affcer the alarm. 

In an instant eyery sword was unsheathed, and the 
war-ery raised for" God and the right," as they rushed 
on the approaehing troops with the utmost speed : the 
ground was slightly in favour of Lisle, and he rode 
at the head of his troop, determined, if possible, to 
break up the opposing squadron, but not to pursue. 
Onward rushed the troops, eaeh side animated by its 
leader, and eager for victory: the shoek was tre- 
mendous ; horse and rider were borne to the ground, 
and with a blow Lisle clave fche Golonel to his saddle. 
The struggle was not long, but it was desperate ; the 
King's party behaved with determination, and when 
unhorsed, fought on foot, or shot at their adversarie8 
as they lay on the ground. Lisle was sabred in his 
left arm, and a musket-ball struek his boot. He 
eneouraged his men, and appeared to bear a eharmed 
life, as he rushed into the thiek of the fight. ear^ 
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lyon ably seeonded liim, and removed the wounded 
to the rear, so that they appeared to suffer few 
losses, for every man's plaee was quickly supplied. 

At the moment when victory seemed to deelare in 
favour of Lisle, Garlyon saw a detaehment prepar- 
ing to eharge the rear ; he immediately faced about, 
and fell upon them before they eould form the eharge. 
Having routed them, he retumed again, fearful of 
weakening the main body ; and on his retum, he met 
Lisle, who announeed the defeat of the Golonel and 
the retreat of his troops. 

It was resolved not to attempt any pursuit, as it 
was supposed that the royal forces were numerous in 
the neighbourhood, and they had obtained a victory 
with only a few wounded, and three of their number 
killed; of the Goloners troops, siiteen lay dead on 
the field, twenty were wounded and unable to eseape, 
and many of the wounded had ridden away early in 
the fight. 

Lisle's wounds eaused him mueh pain, so that hav- 
ing seen his own wounded eoUeeted, be plaeed them in 
earts whieh had been detained by the Golonel, to pre- 
vent a knowledge of his movements, and leaving his 
horse to one of the troop, he was laid in a eart that 
he might be more at ease. 

There was no difficulty in discovering the poor 
Oolonel; he lay where he fell, his sword still grasped 
firmly in his hand, and Garlyon desired that his sword 
should be sent with the body, under an eseort, to the 
Park. " He died as a brave soldier, and he shall leave 
the field with the sword in his hand," said the soldiers. 
The trophies of victory were many and varied ; arms 
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of yarious kinds were strewn along tbe road, and 
seyeral horses beeame booty to the parliamentary 
troops, who were greatly rejoiced at their victory, 
and confident in their leader. Some who were slightly 
wounded shewed their sears with evident sati8faction ; 
others told of their narrow eseapes; and although 
their joumey was delayed, they were not sorry to re- 
turn to good quarters, and to yaunt their prowess to 
the older soldiers. 

The King's party did not draw rein until they 
had left Lunnons-lane many miles behind them, and 
when they halted it was to shew how eompletely their 
troop had been routed, and how few had eseaped 
without injury; they eould seareely speak of the 
terrible eharge without a shudder: horses and men 
ridden down, as if oyerwhelmed by an ayalanehe ; sa- 
bres hewing men asunder at a stroke ; ^* God and the 
right" shouted fiercely by the one side, and answered 
brayely by " God and the King" on the other. Some 
told the story in one way, some in another. All 
agreed that their Oolonel was kiUed, that the royal 
troops were routed, and that they had done their 
duty as braye men, and many shewed wounds as a 
proof that they had been in the thiekest of the fight. 

Lisle took eare that the wounded should not be 
moyed too rapidly, and as he again led the adyanee in 
a light eart, he eaused water to be giyen to the men, 
and eompelled the drivers of the waggons to pay them 
eyery attention. Tbe day was, fortunately, eool, so 
that none of them suffered so seyerely as they other- 
wise would haye done. Oarlyon, who now assumed 
the eommand under Lisle's direetion, halted seyeral 
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times at the eross roads, fearmg a Burprise, if any 
other troops should be on the way, and the party they 
had routed only a part of the army ; but no further 
traees were seen of any troops, and they eontinued 
their joumey baek to the Grange. Mary and Aliee 
were oeeupied with the household duties, and talking 
to eaeh othei; of their diminished numbers and of the 
eomparatiye quietne8S they would liye in, as they had 
lost the eompany of Lisle, when one of the men eame 
in and said that Gaptain Gifford, for so he was now 
ealled, had seen a troop of horse and some waggons 
moying slowly in the distanee; and that another attaek 
might be apprehended : the men were soon in arms ; 
Gi£rord did not dare to mention his suspieions, whieh 
were, that the troop had been surprised or routed, 
and that Golonel Treyor was about regUlarly to be« 
siege his home. He was graye, as usual, went round 
the walls, plaeed the men in good positions, and 
then, going baek, he saw that the troop, nearly at the 
gate, were headed by Garlyon, who had ridden rapidly 
in adyanee. As soon as he saw Gaptain Gifford, he 
said, " We haye beaten them, Gaptain, and killed the 
old Golonel." 

" Who P who ?" said Qifford. " Where is your Cap- 
tain ?" 

" We have beaten the King's troop ; Gaptain Lisle 
is wounded, but not seriously ; he is eoming in one of 
the earts, and bringing the wounded with him ; the 
rear-guard will bring in the arms and horses that we 
haye taken.'' 

" Come in, Carlyon, and take my plaee," said Cap- 
tain Gifford ; " I will take your horse and ride to 
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meet Lisle ; do not aay that any harm has happened 
to him, but tell them to prepare beds for some 
wounded men." 

Garlyon obeyed instantly, and dismounting his 
horse erossed the drawbridge, whieh had been let 
down. GiSbrd mounted, and was yery soon up with 
the waggons. 

Lisle smiled, and said, '* You see that we are eoming 
to take np our quarters with you again, and it may 
be for some time, I fear, as I am wounded, though 
not dangerously." 

*'How did all this happenP" said Gifford; "I 
thought that no one knew of your departure." 

" And 80 did I," said Lisle ; " and if I knew who 
had betrayed us they should have all that martial law 
gave them. But the poor old Oolonel will lay no more 
snares : he had lined tbe wood in Lunnons-lane, and 
but for an aeeidental shot, fired too soon, by a young 
hand, I suppose we should have been eut up, with- 
out a ehanee of saving a man; the road was oeeu- 
pied by horsemen, whieh the Golonel led, and he had 
plaeed an ambush to eut off our retreat." 

** And how did you eseape ?" enquired Gifford. 

"I suspeeted that we were betrayed, when the first 
shot passed elose by me, and instantly retreated ; the 
dropping fire brought up the Oolonel, and in a rage 
he eharged at us. We had the advantage of ground ; 
I had confidence in our men, and we fairly erushed 
them." 

" And what is beeome of Golonel Trevor ?" asked 
Gifford. 

" He fell at the head of his troop, and I have sent 
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his body with an eseort to Trevor Park. He died like 
a brave soldier, and Garlyon thought he deserved to 
earry his sword with him from the field." 

" Eightly done, Lisle. The Lord be praised for the 
victory ; He has delivered His saints from the handa 
of their enemies." 

*' Prom great peril," said Lisle, " and from danger 
nobly met. Look how weU the men bear themselve8, 
Gifford ; they have been almost as tender as women 
to the wounded." 

" I will send a eourier to London," said Gifford, " to 
inform the Parliament of your sueeess and wounds. 
I have sent already to have beds for you, but I did 
not let Mary know that you were wounded, lest it 
should unfit her for her duties ; she will need all her 
energies to look after you all." 

" We are eome to good quarters," said Lisle, " and 
shall soon be eured of our wounds." 

They were now nearly arrived at the drawbridge, 
when Giffbrd rode on, and going immediately to the 
house, told his wife and Aliee of the fight at Lunnons- 
lane, of Lisle's wounds, whieh he said were triAing, 
and of the neeessity of their immediate attention to 
the wounded. 

Aliee would have gone out to meet them, but Gif- 
ford said, — ** My ehild, this is your plaee, and you must 
not leave the house." Aliee lingered about the hall, 
and when she saw Lisle, eould with difficulty re- 
strain her emotion : she saw from his appearanee that 
he was determined not to make the most of his 
wounds, and when he said that it was good fortune 
whieh had brought him baek aga'in, she wished him 
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8afe in London. In a yeiy short time he waa in bed, 
wbere Oifford had bathed hia woundBy and found that 
the eontusion, though seTere, was not dangerous, 
and the sabre-eut only a Aesh-wound. He aaid it 
was well that they did not sharpen their awords at 
Trevor Park, or he might not haye retumed to the 
Grange. 

" The Oolonel neyer intended that we should leave 
Lunnons-lane, but we disappointed him," said Lisle, 
" and his poor fellowB are terribly eut up." 

''They are all attended to," said GiSbrd; ''but the 
Doetor ia slow in eoming, or they might have been all 
made comfortable." 

The messenger whom Garlyon had sent was the 
bearer of a double eommission; first, he was to see 
the Doetor and bring him, for whieh purpose he took 
a led horse ; and seeondly, he was to announee to the 
yillage of Bateombe the triumph of the Parliament- 
arian troops and the death of Golonel Trevor. He 
found ready listeners to his story, and when he 
reaehed the Doetor's house rumour had preeeded him, 
and the Doetor resolutely refused to go to any erop- 
head Puritan. 

"Tou are wanted," said the soldier, "to use your 
healing art upon some of your own ungodly ones, aa 
well as on the Lord^s people." 

'^And I shall not eome to see any of you," said 
Dr. Harewood. ^' I know the G-range is a homet's- 
nest of enemies." 

^' It is a blessed refuge for the Lord*s people, and 
that saintly man, G-ifford, has done a blessed work ; 
it would be well, Doetor, if you thought more of the 

B 
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wopd, and eared for the Lord's people and work," 
said the soldier. 

*' I have my own work to do, and must be off to 
Trevor Park to see how it Tares with the ColoneV* 
said Dr. Harewood. 

" Tou are to eome with me," said the soldier ; " for 
the Golonel is past your help." 

" What do you mean ?" asked Dr. Harewood. 

" He is dead," said the soldier. 

" Dead ?** said the Doetor, amazed. 

"Tes! cloven in two by our Gaptain, and gone 
home like a brave soldier, with his sword, to Trevor 
Park." 

*' God's eurse be on you all," said Dr. Harewood ; 

you have killed the bravest man in all this eountry." 

"He was a brave man," said the soldier, "but 
there are others as brave ; our Gaptain did not eount 
numbers to-day ; — ^but eome — eome with me." 

" I will not eome," said Dr. Harewood. 

The soldier drew his large pistol, and said, " Tour 
blood be on your own head: I am sent to bring 
you to the Grange, and alive or dead you shall go 
with me." 

** Tou are," — said Dr. Harewood. 

" Not another word, Doetor ; mount the horse at 
the gate and ride before me, or you wiU not bandy 
words with any man again." 

Gursing the Boundheads in his heart, and muttering 
to himself, Dr. Harewood took his instruments and set 
off to the Grange, looking right and left to see if there 
were any means of eseape, and then at his eompanion, 
who earried his pistol ostentatiously in his hand. The 
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Doetorhad the mortification to hear the eheera of the 
. Tillagers as the soldier passed along, and he foand 
that the Parliamentary eause was more popular than 
he had thought it to be. On his arriyal at the Grange 
he eomplained to Gifford of the soldier's rudeness, and 
after an enquirj into the eause, Gifford said *' that in 
times of neeessity men eould not ehoose their words : 
he was bound to obey orders, and they were to bring 
you here at all hazards." Dr. Harewood was taken first 
to the Golonel's soldiers, some of whom he had seen 
before at Treyor Park ; he found ample oeeupation in 
dressing their seyere wounds, and direeting the men 
who helped him to bandage the broken limbs. When 
he saw Lisle he said that in a few days he would be 
well again, but that tbe other wounded men required 
eonstant attention. On taking his departure, Gifford 
ezpressed a hope that he would eome again, and 
haying liberallj rewarded him for his trouble, sent 
him home with an eseort to bring up some neeessary 
comforts from the yillage. 

Gi^Tord's despateh to the Parliament enelosed a 
letter from Lisle, who, eoneealing his own bravery, 
reeommended Oarlyon to their notiee, for so bravely 
maintaining his position and defeating the Goloners 
ambush; and only a few days passed before the 
thanks of Parliament were again eonyeyed to the 
Gaptains for their zeal, and Garlyon was appointed 
to lead the new leyies. 

Gifford did not think it safe to be idle, he there- 
fore sent out spies into the eountry round, and ex- 
ereised the men at their arms ; the wateh was kept up 
nightly, and Oarlyon took Lisle's duties until his re- 



52 ALieiS LIBI.E: 



eoyery ; allttle work was able to be done in the ^elds, 
and the horses.nnder a guard, were tumed out to graze» 

There did not appear anj probability of another 
attaek ; the prisoners said that the first attaek on the 
Grange had greatly disheartened the Goloners troops, 
and it was only on aoeount of their confidence in sur- 
prising Lisle that they eould be indueed to go out 
again — they were promised a fair field, and an easy 
yietory. 

The Parliamentary troops had eonsumed all the 
proyisions at the Orange, and, except the eows kept 
for a supply of milk, there was nothing left for an 
enemy to plunder; Gifford therefore sent away his 
little plate and linen to his friends, and as the 
wounded men improyed and retumed to their houses 
he prepared himself for any emergeney; the troops 
were plentifully supplied with proyisions from the 
neighbouring eountry, and with exerciseSy and the 
oeeasional addition of a few reeruits, the winter im- 
pereeptibly drew on. 



GHAPTER VI. 



The wounded men improred rapidly under Dr. 
Harewood's eare, and left the Grange grateful for the 
kind treatment of Gifford. Lisle had long been able 
to leaye his room, and found a eonstant eompanion 
for his leisure in Aliee ; he had to tell her again and 
again of the fight in Lunnons-lane, and his men began 
to remark that the Gaptain liked his quarters well, 
and that there would be no fighting for the remainder 
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of the year. Bamoiirs reaelied tliein of the sueeesses 
of the King's party, and Aliee notieed Lisle's un- 
easiness whenever they were repeated to him. He 
said one daj that there would be no peaee so long as 
the King was aliye. 

Aliee was greatly shoeked, and said, '^ 6od forbid 
any one should be so wieked as to take the King's 
life ; it is not for this that my father is fighting, or 
you either, I hope, Oaptain Lisle." 

" We do not know for what we are fighting, except 
that it is for our laws and liberties, and eertainly for 
our lives ; for we have no safety but in yietory." 

*' And the King ?" said Aliee. 

'^ Yes, Aliee, the King has broken the laws of this 
realm, and tried to eoeree the Parliament ; he has 
married a foreigner, and surrounded himself with Pa- 
pists and half-popish advisers. We shall soon have 
iio other law than the King's, if he ean sueeeed in 
defeating the Parliament." 

'' But the King has always had great power in this 
eountry, and it is only of late that we have heard 
Parliament speak so boldly ; they had not dared to 
^eak aboye their breath to the great Queen Elizabeth." 

^' The Queen did well for her times, and destroyed 
the Armada, for whieh all true Protestants will rever- 
enee her memory ; but she might not have found our 
day peacefiil, for men have a truer sense of their 
own rights*" 

" And what rights have men ?" asked Aliee. 

" An unalienable right to stand equally before the 
laws, to be tried by their peers, to pay no tos whieh 
is not sanetioned by Parliament," answered Lisle. 
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** Then joa tiiiiik mj h&er did ngbil j whea he 
Tebsaed tiie diip-menie^ ?" 

** Yes," ttid LuJe ; ^ I would nerer hsre paid it. 

" Neither mj mother nor I oa imdentaiid this, 
■ud Aliee ; **n, denuuid wib made fw a few khillinga, 
whieh we eould hare paid withoat difficoltjy and m j 
iather'a refaBal oost aa the k» of oor Anest eatde, 
tarned maaj of oar oldeat frieadB into enemien, ond 
certainlj qaite ehanged mj iather." 

** Not hia religiona Tiews," aaid Liale, ** thej were 
ehanged at hia oonTersioa." 

** Noj bnt his manners. He Baj8 litde, bat I know 
he hatea the King'a partj. He naed to praj for the 
King, now he Bpeaka of the partj aa men of Beiial — 
TOBBelB of wrath fitted to destraetion. He has long 
eeased to go to ehareh, and now he speaks bitterlj of 
the biBhops.'^ 

'* And haTe thej done anj good to the King P" said 
Lisle ; ^' th6j haye mixed up the Bpiritaal with the 
temporal power, antil thej will both &11 together ; 
and it is a guestion whieh will fiill fir8t; but both 
moBt fall, — ^it is an unnatural allianee." 

'^I hardlj know what to wish/' said Aliee; ''mj 
mother has firom mj ehildhood told me stories of tbe 
good Que6n Bess ; m j father has neyer liked to hear 
them ; but it Beems Yerj sad to think of the people in 
arms against their lawfiil King, — ^for the King has a 
right to his throne, no one ean denj that^ — Mr. 
Wentworth BajB a divine right." 

'' And is it not sad to think of a King in arms to 
depriye his people of their liberties and laws ?" replied 
' iBle. ** Has the King anj right that I haye not P 
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has the Almighly made a differeiit sun to shine on 
kings and beggars ? or does the King breathe a dii- 
ferent air P God has made all men alike." 

*^ And some to role and some to obey/' said Aliee. 

*' Yes, Aliee, if you will have it so ; but I will 
never yield obedienee to the arbitrary will of any 
man. I will die as I have hitherto livedy a free man, 
and die with my sword in my hand if it be God's 
will," said Lisle. 

" And thus," said Aliee, *' you will misspend a life 
that might be U8efully spent. You ean have no right 
to depose a King, if you have the power. Had the 
nobles power or right to depose Biehard the Seeond ?" 

"Had they power or right to set up Henry the 
Seventh F" asked Lisle. 

" Power only," said Aliee, " not right." 

" Then there is another power rising now, Aliee, 
and you will see that it will do as mueh, perhaps 
more^ than ever the nobles did." 

In these long conversations Aliee gradually leamed 
the extent of the plans of the Parliamentary party ; 
how eompletely they had shadowed out in their own 
minds the govemment they intended to ereet on the 
ruins of the monarehy. Lisle was always attentive 
to her every wish, and never pressed his opinions 
ofirensively to her ; he entered into all her pursuits 
when not engaged in drilling the reeruits, to whom he 
gave personal instruetion, or reviewing his men. He 
was always ready to read with Aliee ; they eould not 
ride out together, for Lisle never left the gates unless 
he had a strong eseort, knowing that he would be a 
good prize for any officer who would take him to 
Oxford. 
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TheParliament liad already approyed of Lisle*s eon- 
duety but tliey plaeed tlie Grange under the eommand 
of G-ifford, and as nothing of importanee would be 
deeided on until tlie spring, lie was direeted to leyy 
taxes as widely as possible, and to preyent any sttp- 
port being giyen to the King's troops who held Treyor 
Park. He was also adyised, if possible, to disperse 
them, but as no one knew their numbers, it was left 
to his own diseretion. Hints were also giyen him that 
the King's part j had intelligenee of what was passing 
at the Grange, and knew the exact number of troopa 
engaged in its defence. 

At first Lisle thought that the seryants might be 
eareless, and that the frequent intereourse between 
the yillage and the house had eaused information to 
get abroad. He had neyer been able to satis^y him» 
8elf who had giyen Golonel Treyor the information 
that ended in the fight at Lunnons-lane. Giffbrd 
said that he eould not suspeet any one in the house, 
and that the yillage, with a few exceptions, was entirely 
in their fayour. It was resolyed to disguise some of 
the eleyerest of the officers, and to take a daily ride 
on the road towards Oxford and London to see if any 
eommunieations were earried on, and Lisle yolunteered 
to go in disguise to Treyor Park, and see if they were 
able to disperse the King's troops, and stop them 
from leyying taxes under the royal authority. The 
roads were watehed for seyeral days, and Mr. Went- 
worth had been met by the men near the Grange, 
but only as if riding out for his pleasure. Gifford 
had suspeeted him or Dr. Harewood, as they were 
ardent royalists and eleyer men. When almost in de- 
spair, Garlyon, always zealous, and keenly aliye to his 
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duty, met a man dressed as a Royalist riding towards 
Ozford. They saluted eaeh other, and after talking 
of the fine braeing weather, Garlyon proposed to his 
neighbour that if he would wait for him on the road 
for a night he would ^oumey with him. He had a 
nephew at Oxford, a poor Boholar, whom he was wish- 
ful to see, and for whom he had a little money. 

" I go to my imele Speedwell's," said the eourier, 
"who lives at the 'Bible and Orown;' my mother 
lieth siek there, haying been sore a£&ighted by the 
Puritans, who plundered her house." 

" They are eanting rogues," said Garlyon. ** Speed- 
well is a loyal man to King Gharles, and you go to 
good quarters." 

"Tes, Speedwell is no erop-eared knave, and if 
you haye time to stay a few days at Oxford he will 
treat you well." 

*' Yes," said Garlyon, '* I have no fears of his wel- 
eoming us when we arrive, and we shall, by travelling 
in eompany, eseape the risk of meeting any of the 
raseals who are spreading over the eountry. Have 
you heard how they served our poor old Golonel 
Trevor at Lunnons-lane ?" 9 

The Eoyalist knew all about it, andtrusted that the 
time was not far distant when the erop-ears would 
wish they had let that business alone. 

** Did they do mueh damage ?" asked Garlyon, 
earelessly. 

"They almost destroyed Golonel Trevor's troop," 
said the eourier, '* but there are more men at Trevor 
Park now," 

They rode along, now singing songs, and then 
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amusing themselyes with bits of Puritau sermons. 
Garlyon answered eyery joke hj another, and gaye 
now and tlien a serap of a sermon wbieh sent his eom- 
panion into roars of laoghter. Thej had ridden almost 
twenty miles^ when, on nearing an inn, Garlyon said 
that he must halt for the night, as he ezpected a 
iriend to oyertake him. The Eoyalist demurred; it 
was early, and they might put another fiye miles 
behind them; but Garlyon said that he eould not 
disappoint his iriend. 

As they eame up to the door, Garlyon said, " Here 
is the * G-olden Lion,' and a yery dreadful looking 
beast he is to hang at any man's door." 

^' As ugly as a erop-eared Puritan," said the 
Royalist. 

'^ A niee gallows to hang up a Puritan," said Car- 
lyon ; '' the two beasts would hang side by side." 

As they drew up the landlord eame to the door, 
and the Eoyalist eried out, " Whew, wh-e-w, what 
haye we here — ^Boniface tumed saint ?" 

''I am one of the Lord's people," answered the 
landlord, grayely. 

" One of the Lord's people !" said the Eoyalist : 
'^ eome, let us ride on, eomrade, or he will tirst eheat 
us and then inyite us to prayer." 

"I eannot go further," said Garlyon. — "Has any 
one asked for a trayeller to-dayp a trayeller going 
to Oxford to see one Humbleworth, lodging with the 
King's saddler P" 

*' Ko, good master," said the landlord. 

Garlyon expressed his disappointment, and eaUing 
to his eompanion to dismount, they gaye their horses 
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to the landlord, who led them away and told the ostler 
that two of the Lord's enemies were eome to stay for 
the night. Garlyon tried to leaye his eompanion, 
and to get a short interyiew with the landlord ; but 
his eomrade was so pleased with his soeiety, that he 
neyer left him, and after a stroU round the house, and 
many a rude ^oke, the supper was prepared. Garlyon 
ate heartily, and plied his eompanion well with wine ; 
thay seemed to drink alike, but the EoyaHst was 
often persuaded to M his glass twiee, while his eom- 
rade, who ate yoraeiously, made excuses that he had 
not room for so mueh liquor. After a time the 
wine began to tell; unele Speedwell's purse beeame 
the subject of many a joke, and Garlyon promised his 
eompanion that he would drink a gallon of eanary to 
his good health, and another to the confusion of the 
Boundheads. 

'' Hah ! hah !" said the Eoyalist, *' I haye some- 
thing, eomrade, that will make the Bateombe round- 
heads stare; but they are poor stupid rogues." 

" Bateombe fellows were always fools," said Garlyon. 

" But they ean fight," said the Royalist ; " the 
fellow that killed Golonel Treyor was no stripling ; 
he eut the old man in two, and if I had him here I 
would send my knife to his heart." 

"And serye him right," said Oarlyon, "if you 
eould eateh him." 

" If I eould," said the Royalist ; " that's not my 
business ; but when I get to Oxford there are those 
whose business it may be. Hah ! hah ! hah !" 

The glass went rapidly aeross the table, and it was 
not easy to know who would haye to giye in. Garlyoa 
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foand tbat his eompanion eould take his wine steadily, 
and be for a time doubted bis ability to eope witb bim. 
He bad plied bim ofben witb double glasses, and wben 
tbey had emptied tbe ean be proposed anotber to tbe 
honour of King Gbarles. Tbe Eoyalist was getting 
noisy, and ealling tbe landlord, be told bim to bring 
anotber quart of bis best eanary to drink tbe King's 
healtb. 

*' More tban enough for thy health, friend, bath 
been drunk bere ; go to tby rest, for tbou art a pro- 
fane man." 

*'Thou eanting, erop-eared knaye, dost tbou talk 
to tby betters ?*' said the Eoyalist, and seizing a pistol 
he was about to fire, wben tbe landlord rushed from 
tbe room, and Garlyon laid bis band on bis arm, and 
begged bim to be peaeeable, as tbey might be betrayed 
to some of the Puritan soldiers, who were prowling 
over tbe eountry." 

. " I don't fear any erop-eared yillains," said the 
Boyalist. 

" But," said Oarlyon, " my nepbew Humbleworth 
must not lose tbe little money I haye for him." 

Tbe ostler eame in witb tbe wine, and tbe Boyalist 
laughed heartily at his sueeess in getting it. '' I haye 
muzzled the old fellow," said be ; " now for a bymn," 
and sbouting at the top of bis yoiee, be sang, swore, 
and blasphemed, until the ostler thougbt bim berefb 
of sense. The landlord trembled for bis life, and 
dared not interfere with a drunkard, wbo, be said, 
feared neitber God nor man. Oarlyon saw tbat bis 
time was eoming; he pressed his eomrade to drink, 
and at length, about midnight, he had tbe satisfaction 
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to see him, oyereome with sleep, \aj his head on the 
great oak table and snore. 

Greeping qaietly out of the room, Oarlyon found 
the kndlord, who, seeing him sober, upbraided him 
with the noise and yiolenee of his eomrade. It was 
no easj matter to eonyinee the landlord that his ap- 
pearanee was assumed, and that he was really one of 
his own people. He took off his wig, and shewed his 
elose-eut hair, but he was told that the Lord's people 
did not eompany with sinners ; and when at length Car- 
ljon shewed his eommission, he eould only obtain a pro- 
mise that he might take the ostler to heip him in any 
enterprise, and that all the consequences must fall on 
his own head. G-oing tb the stables, Garlyon found the 
man l^ring on a heap of straw, and it was not easy to 
rouse him ; he did not dare eall loudly, for fear of arous- 
ing the household, so shaking him, and holding a light 
to his &ce, he made him understand that he was wanted. 
Onee awake, he held before him two silver pieees, and 
told him that they should be his reward if he would 
help to tie up his eomrade while he took some papers 
from his poekets. The ostler grinned, and promised 
to help, proyided the man did not see his face ; and 
to preyent this Garlyon gaye him a handkerchief to 
eoyer his head, and arranged for him to stand behind 
while he opened his eoat and took out the doeumenta 
he wanted. When told that this man was a Eoyalist 
eourier with important papers, hisseruples yanished, 
and smearing his face oyer with soot, he tied the hand- 
kerchief so as to hide his hair and to be pulled oyer 
his forehead ; then saddling Oarlyon's horse, they went 
again to the parlour, and found the Boyalist sleeping 
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tbe Eoyalist, Buspeeting that tlie ostler was in league 
against him. 

" Noa ; lie said his friend had'nt eome, and his 
eomrade was as drunk as a beast, and he would travel 
no more with sueh eattle, and he would—- " 

•* A murderous yillain," said the Eoyalist, '^a thief 
and purse-eutter, to talk so of honest men !" 

"He never paid me," said the ostler, "but told 
me that he would remember me next time he eame 
this way." 

** Does he often eome ?" enguired the Eoyalist. 
" Oh ! ah !" said the ostler, " I never see him 
afore, and I guess he ain't likely to eomenow if he's 
robbed you." 

" Well, if you ean let me light on him, you shall 
have a erown," said the Boyalist; and comforting 
himself with the hope of a speedy revenge, he went 
into the inn upbraiding himself with his folly. It 
would be neeessary to tell Mr. Wentworth that he had 
been robbed, and he passed the breakfast-time in in- 
venting a story of being gagged and robbed on the road. 
When he rose to depart, he eursed all Puritans and 
Soundheads, and with a wish that all might perish, 
he left the " Golden Lion," to the great comfort of 
the landlord, who said that he hoped the son of Selial 
would never darken his doors again. 



GHAPTER VIL 

The short delay in Garlyon's arrivalhad been spent 
in mueh anxious debate between G-iSbrd and Lisle ; 
the former hoped that Oarlyon was on some fortunate 
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traek and followiQg it up, as eyentually proved to be 
true ; the latter feared that he had been diseoyered 
and arrested ; he sent out one or two parties to en- 
quire if any person had been seen answering his 
deseription, and had resolyed to go out in seareh for 
him, when he appeared at the gate, and gaye up to 
his eaptain the papers whieh he had obtained. He 
gaye a brief aeeount of their seizure, and of his joumey, 
8nd then retired to take the rest he so greatly needed. 

When the papers were opened Gifford was not sur- 
prised to diseoyer that Mr. Wentworth was the eor- 
respondent with the King's party, but he was annoyed 
to pereeiye that he knew all their moyements; that 
he had enelosed a well-executed plan of the G-range, 
shewing the weakest points ; that he was minutely 
informed of the strength of the garrison, tbe nature 
of their arms, aud of the names of many reeruits, 
and that there were references to other plans whieh 
had been suggested, whieh, if promptly executed, 
would eompel the Parliamentarians to pay their taxes 
and free the eountry from their presenee. It was 
with pleasure they found the diseipline of their troops 
praised ; " They paid," Mr. Wentworth said, " for 
eyerything ; no one was molested ; but for their eon- 
stant parades, nobody would know that a strong gar- 
rison was near them." The troops at the Park were 
eontrasted with them in an unfayourable manner: 
" They were disorderly, and of loose morals, oppres- 
siye alike to friends and enemies, and disliked by all." 

"When Lisle had finished the papers, — **I haye a 
great disposition to smoke the Parson out," he said, 
"and to teaeh him to mind his own business; we 

E 
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haye left him in peaee, and allowed him eyery Sabbath 
to preaeh up Ghureh and King ; this is his reward. 
I wiU— " 

'• You wiU let him alone, Lisle, I know," said Gif- 
ford; "but we must diseoyer who is the traitor." 

•' It is difficult to Buspeet the men ; they are all ap- 
parently zealous, and thej haye little eommunieation 
with the yillage, and none with Mr. Wentworth. Shall 
we aeeuse him," said Lisle, " and eompel him to giy^ 
eyidenee P Garlyon would not be slow, and a pistol 
might quicken his memorj." 

" No," said Gifford ; " I liyed peaeeably with our 
old Eeetor, and although I haye had little intereourse 
with the new, I eannot break through old ties : we 
must let him alone." 

" And let him betray us to our ruin," said Lisle. 

" Not so," said Qifford ; « I will double the night- 
guard, send spies into the yillage, and, trust me, we 
shall not be long before we find out who it is that 
has taken so mueh trouble for our enemies." 

" And I will try to diseoyer what they are doing at 
Treyor Park before I am many days older," replied 
Li»le. 

"Yes, but be eautious, and let Garlyon try his 
hand again." 

**No, no, Gifford; that shall be my work, and 
mine alone." 

Gifford tried to dissuade Lisle, but he was inflexi- 
ble, 80 he left him to make obseryations on the gar- 
rison, and on the state of the walls. The winter 
had begun early, aud the iee was already thiek upon 
the moat, when, as Gifford went round with the plan 
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in his liand and noted the weak points, he obserred 
that thej were niarked where the water was deepest, 
and it seemed impossible to eross; in a moment it 
Aashed aeross his mind that the moat would bear in a 
few days, and that Wentworth*s plan had reference to 
a night-attaek, when the approaeh of a body of men 
eould not be heard, and to plaees where thej eould ad- 
yanee up to the walis and seale them at diferent points. 
Having again gone round the walls, and eiamined 
the towers, he retumed to Lisle, who eoineided with 
his yiews, and proposed an earlj attaek on Treyor 
Park in preference to awaitiug an assault or harass- 
ing the men with long night-watehes. Gifford aeeeded 
to his suggestion, but entreated him to let Garlyon 
go and reeonnoitre the Park. 

" I eould fully trust him," said Lisle, ** but it is my 
work, and I only must do it ; if you will see to the 
arms and proyide for us as you did before, we shall 
do yery well." 

"I intend to sharo in the attaek,*' said Gifford; 
^' the men had better be told that they are intending 
to attaek us, and that they must be prepared.'' 

In eonyersing with Aliee, Lisle told her his 
past ansieties, and his suspieions that some one in 
the house was in frequent eommunieation with the 
enemy. 

Aliee said she eould not think of any person who 
would wilfully betray them. 

" Perhaps not," said Lisle, " but they may do so 
ignorantly." 

Aliee thought oyer the matter, and at length sug- 
gested that one of the men should aeeompany her 
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maid on Sunday to the yillage, and see who were 
her eompanions ; the girl had always asked to go to 
ehureh, more with a view of meeting the young men 
of the yillage than from any attaehment to the ser- 
vices, and had been allowed to go, under the impres- 
sion that she was too simple to notiee anything that 
was done at the G-range, or else too mueh oeeupied 
with her work. 

No sati8factory intelligenee being arrived at before 
Sunday, when Susan left the drawbridge one of the 
soldiers said that he should like to see the ehureh, 
and would walk with her ; Susan, suspeeting nothing, 
aeeepted his eompany. On the way to ehureh no 
one spoke to her, nor did there appear to be any 
person looking out for her. The services were as 
usual, and when they were ended Mr. Wentworth 
passed from the vestry into his own house ; the eon- 
gregation was small, and as they lefb the ehurehyard 
a young man eame up and asked Susan if she had 
found a new sweetheart : the girl blushed, and said, 
" Jacob, you know better, — ^it's one of the soldiers at 
the Grange." 

" And at your service," said the soldier. 

" You are a stranger at ehureh,'' said Jacob Smith : 
"I did not expect to see any of old Gifford's men 
there." 

*' "We go where we ean get good," said the soldier ; 
**even though to ehureh it be." 

" Yes, no doubt," said Smith, " and you like to talk 
to a pretty girl by the way, eh ? Susy, you are going 
to give up Jacob for a psalm-singer.*' 

'* No, Jacob," said Susan ; " he offered to walk down 
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iKrith me, quite ehanee-like, and you walk home with 
me every Sunday." 

" And we wiU all go together to-day," said Jacob. 
" Tou are very full at the Grange now, soldier, I ex- 
peet?" 

"Tes," was the reply. 

"How many are there of you, all told?" asked 
Smith. 

" I don*t eount," said the man. 

"Have you had many reeruits lately ?'* he asked, 

" rairish," said the soldier to Jacob ; not to be 
eaught thought he himself. 

" Tour eaptains are often out,** said Jacob Smith. 

" Sometimes," said the soldier; "and I go out too." 

" Do you care^for venison, soldier ?" asked ^Smith. 
" I ean now and then get a pieee of prime, and will 
bring it to the Grange if you like ; who shall I ask 
for ?" 

" !Faith Pursglove," said the man. 

*' And will they let me in if I eome ?" asked Jacob : 
" for I don't like a fool's errand." 

" It depends who's on duty ; but if you bring any- 
thing good we ean find you eustomers," said the 
soldier. 

Jacob ealled Susan on one side, and after ten 
minutes' whispering she joined her eompanion and 
they reaehed the drawbridge. 

When the report was made to Gifford, he at onee 
understood that the girl had been the victim of Jacob 
Smith. The young man was the son of an industri- 
ous farmer, preferring a vagrant life, and living by 
poaehing ; he had always money, yet never seemed to 
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do any work, and had plenty of elothes, without any 
apparent means of getting them honestly. He was 
well'known as a gambler and frequenter of fairs ; those 
who knew him best were ansious to keep on good 
terms with him, for wherever he got plenty of eider, 
and now and then a present of a erown, the fewest 
sheep were earried off. 

Gifford had never allowed blaek mail to be levied 
on him, and therefore Jacob Smith formed an in- 
timaey with the servant maid to pay out old Gifford, 
as he said, and knowing the Eector*s hostility to 
the Puritan party, he had kept him informed of all 
their movements. Sensible of the value of this in- 
formation, and fully understanding Smith's eharaeter, 
Mr. "Wentworth had paid him weD, and thus for a 
long time had aeeurate information of the movements 
at the Grange. The sending out horsemen to wateh 
the road had been done so seeretly that only Lisle 
or Gifford knew for what purpose the men eame or 
went. No sooner was the earrier of the information 
deteeted, than without giving a reason, Gifford forbad 
any one to leave the gate, and hastened on the pre- 
parations for attaeking Trevor Park. Ladders were 
made, it was said, to be able to aseend the walls, and 
repel the enemy at any point; the men were exer- 
eised together, ealled to different points by signals, 
and thoroughly diseiplined in the field. 

Lisle prepared for a visit to the Park, and on 
the Tuesday he set off before daylight to reaeh a 
eross road, that he might approaeh the Park from 
London, and leave it again in the same direetion; 
he had obtained the eomplete dress of a earter, 
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and haying found a large basket, he filled it with 
eggs, two eouple of fowl8, a goose, and 80ine herbs, 
and set out on his expedition. It was arranged 
that he should leaye the Grange before daybreak, 
that only Gifford should know of his departure, and 
that no steps should be taken to aseertain anythiug 
eoneerning him for two days. He kept froni Aliee all 
knowledge of the eipedition, judging, with true affec- 
tion, that if she eared for him he would spare her 
pain, and if she did not, that he owed it to his 
duty to eommunieate his plans to as few persons 
as possible. 

It was bright moonlight when he left the Grange, 
and haying reeeiyed Gifford's blessing as he left the 
gate, he moyed quietly along the road, and erossing 
a lane struek into the eopse whieh ran from Lunnons- 
lane to the London road. The erisp grass yielded 
to his tread, and as he pushed aside the boughs they 
seattered the hoar fro8t in showers oyer him ; now a 
hare darted aeross his path, then a pheasant rose 
up from the trees ; no one was moying, and it was 
not until he had reaehed the London road that he 
met a man, laden like himself, with proyisions for 
the Park. Lisle's object was to know eyerything, 
and to obtain as mueh information as possible from 
his eompanion ; with this yiew he shewed his basket, 
and as both had nearly the same artieles to sell, they 
agreed on asking one priee. ** They are a rough lot," 
said the man, *' and will try to eheat us if they ean ; 
one eomes to look and steals an egg, and while you 
look round another earries off two more : so I keep 
my basket before me, and look out sharply, so as to 
see all that goes on." 
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**A good plan," said Lisle; "have you sold mueh 
to them ?'* 

" Not mueh sinee the old Goloners death, and the 
dame's going to Oxford; they used to buy now and 
then a goodish few things of me, but the officer8 aud 
soldiers don't buy mueh now." 

** How is that ?" said Lisle. 

" Why," said the man, winking, " they have eleared 
nearly every hen-roost round here, and so there's none 
to sell." 

Lisle laughed, and said, "It is a good reason; but 
will the offieers buy of us, beeause if not, I may as 
well turn baek ; it's no use to lose time and eggs into 
the bargain." 

" Yea, yea," said the man, " you give the sentry a 
eouple of eggs, and he wiU let you pass. I always 
put a eouple in a eorner, and let him see them, and 
so I ean pass any day.'' 

Nothing eould be more fortunate. The eon^ersation 
went on about the weather, and farming, the badness 
of the times, and the troubles of the eountry, when, 
at a distanee, they saw the sentry posted at the Park 
gate, and looking at him as they approaehed, he re- 
eognised Lisle's eompanion; and when he saw them 
both plaee the eggs in the hedge, he asked, " How 
many this moming ?" and when Lisle said, " Half-a- 
dozen," he said, " All right ; go up to the guard-room.'* 
Lisle thought it best to inerease the usual gift at first, 
and thus aeeustom the sentries to expect a gratuity, 
and to let him pass the more freely. He had eluded 
suspieion thus far, even from his eompanion, and pro- 
fe8sing himself to be tired, sat down and took a 
survey of the house. 
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It was a fine house, not long rebuilt ; the front was 
covered with ivy, and Aowers had been trained up 
by the windows; the gardens looked deserted, but 
shewed that they had been onee laid out with eare ; 
a thiek shrubbery ran round the house, and enelosed 
the stables and outer offices; oaks in elumps were 
dispersed about the park, and an ayenue of elms led 
up to the eentre doorway ; over the poreh were em- 
blazoned the arms of the Trevors, and every thing be- 
tokened the comfort in whieh the landed gentry lived. 
After sitting for a few minutes, Lisle proposed that 
they should go up to the guard-house, and asking 
his eompanion to lead the way, he walked by his side. 

"It's a fine plaee," said Lisle: "I never saw it 
before." 

" Tou may say that, and it has been beautiful : 
many's the party IVe seen there, lords and ladies; 
and they do say that Queen Bess daneed in that 
house," said the man. 

"It looks a likely plaee," said Lisle; "it's well- 
built : they didn't spare the stone, or the timber either, 
for that niatter." 

" No," said his eompanion, " and if I ean get hold of 
the steward that the poor Colonel*s lady has left, you 
shall see the great rooms ; they are very fine : pietures 
of the old bishops and kings, and great people, and 
full of rieh furniture ; there's none like it about here." 
Lisle said he should like to see it all, but he must be 
baek to his home soon, and he didn't so mueh eare. 

" You may see it now, or perhaps never again," said 
the man, " for who knows what may happen now-a- 
days ?" 
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"Tes," said Lisle, "you may well say that." 

"When they eame to the guard-room the sentry 
reeeiyed a small eompliment, and the men were per- 
mitted to shew their baskets ; they disposed of their 
eontents after a few attempts at pilfering, and many 
oaths from the offieers, who said that they were eon- 
stantly raising the priees on them. 

" There's hardly a fowl or an egg within ten miles," 
said the old man; '^the men haye eleared them all 
out." 

" Cock-a-doodle.do ! Cock-a-doodle-do !" erowed a 
Yoiee, in excellent imitation of the lord of the barn- 
door. 

" Yes, masters," said Lisle, *' it's you that may erow, 
but we may pay the piper." 

" Yes, after we have paid double the worth for your 
stuff, young jackanapes; think yourselyes well off 
that you get paid at all," said an old officer. 

Lisle tried to look stupid, and touehing his hat, got 
away as soon as he eould. HLs good-natured eom- 
panion took him to the steward's room, and asked 
that his eomrade might see the banqueting-hall, but 
the steward said it eould not be allowed, and Lisle 
was not sorry to eseape from the house. He had seen 
how earelessly the wateh was maintained, how aeees- 
sible the house was on all sides, and that the park 
afibrded eoyer for any number of men to approaeh it 
unobseryed. As he left the house he asked his eom- 
panion to share his meal with him, and pulling out 
some eoarse bread and baeon, they ehatted to eaeh 
other of the family and of the house. 

It's a fine old plaee, and the Colonel was a fine old 
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fellow, but a (lreadful man to swear," said the man. 
" He wpuld raise the whole house if any one opposed 
him, and they say that his father, who planted the 
elm avenue, and his grandfather, who built the house, 
were great men to swear, but they were very good to 
the tenantry, and brave men. The eolonePs unele 
died at sea, fighting the Spaniards, and they have 
some swords and guns that were taken many thou- 
sands of miles away." 

" And are all the men in the house now soldiers P" 
said Lisle, "or are they servants? there seems to be 
a va8t many." 

"About a hundred of them are soldiers, they tell 
me," said the man; *' but they go and eome, and there's 
no eertainty. They do say that there are a hundred 
and fifty more to eome next week, but there, — no one 
knows, unless, may be, the Oaptain, and he won't tell." 

" It's no matter to us," said Lisle ; " if they buy our 
fowls and eggs, they may eome or stay as they like." 

" Ju8t 80," said the man; "and now let us be off, 
for my house lies off the road a mile or more from 
where I met you, and I live three miles further on, 
at a lonesome plaee, and the old folks will be looking 
out for me." 

They soon eame to the plaee of parting, and pro- 
mising to meet the following week at the Park, they 
eaeh went on their way, Lisle thinking over his. plans, 
and his eompanion light-hearted with the prospeet of 
a good market. 

Many an aniious look did Gifford tum to the 
road by whieh Lisle was to eome, and as evening 
drew on it was with satisfaction that he saw him ap- 
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proaeh the gate, his basket slung on his baek, his hat 
slouehed over his face, and his gait in no way differ- 
ing from a ploughman. Onee more safe within the 
Grange, the friends eongratulated eaeh other, and 
Lisle detailed his sueeesses, and laid before Gifford 
his plan for attaeking the troops at the Park, appoint- 
ing the day after for its eseeution, provided the frost 
eontinued. 



GHAPTER YIII. 

The Grange was oeeupied with preparations for 
active warfare, so that it was impossible to eoneeal 
from the men and from the inmates the immediate 
approaeh of a severe eontest. The arms, whieh had 
been stored, were examined and delivered to the men ; 
swords were sharpened ; horse trappings repaired and 
strengthened, and the horses well fed. 

Lisle thought it advisable to teU Aliee that they 
had a ehoiee of awaiting or making an attaek, and 
that they intended to eneounter the King's troops the 
next day. Aliee was deeply moved at the eommuni- 
eation, and asked if there was no way of eseaping 
from the plaee, iiistead of living in eonstant alarms. 

'* Yes," said Lisle, *' if we ean surprise and disperse 
the troops at Trevor Park, your house will be as safe 
without soldiers as it is now with.^' 

" We shall never be safe again," said Aliee, sighing. 
"We onee lived in peaee, went and eame when we 
liked ; now we are shut up like prisoners, and we are 
beeome Ishmaelites ; every man's hand against us, and 
ours agaiust every man. I ean see no end to it." 
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"Nor I," said Lisle; '* but I shall do my duty, Aliee." 

" And risk your life for those who will never thank 
you," said Aliee, 

** What is life ?" said Lisle. " A vapour ; short at 
the longest, and yaluable only as it is honourable 
and good." 

'*Life is more than that," said Aliee: "it is only 
the few who ean be eminent, yet God has given us 
many blessings without eminenee, and a woman re- 
gards life as valuable when spent in domestie duties, 
in the peaceful enjoyments of a well-ordered home." 

'* I have no home, Aliee, and in these times ean 
hardly hope that I shall ever enjoy a peaceful home ; 
therefore I must be eontent to struggle on in life, — 
I onee hoped not alone." 

" And why not ?" Aliee would have said more, but 
she did not see where the conversation would end; 
she paused, and Lisle said, — 

" Aliee, you eannot misunderstand me ; you know 
that all life without you would be a blank, and that 
for you I would give up life freely." 

" Oh Lisle ! Lisle !" said Aliee, " and am I to hear 
this, when I shall be in agony for you ?" 

" Yes, Aliee, it is better, if — " he paused — " it is 
better that you should know that I have not trifled 
with you, that your goodness has not been lost on 
me, and I shall always be grateful for many hours 
of sunshine in a chequered life; if I fall, I shall 
remember you to my latest breath." 

" You must not say so, Lisle ; life has been 
very different sinee you eame here ; our future life 
has seemed greater ; forgive me if I murmured 
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at oar troubles, but I dread hourly some ealatnities 
that may rob me of those I Iove better, fap better, 
than life." 

Lisle eheered Aliee with many words of comfort, 
told her of his visit to the Park, of his prospeets of 
sueeess, and then of the time when they might hope 
to liye in London and enjoy repose. 

It was arranged that the whole of the troops, num- 
bering two hundred men, should leaye the house 
together, and that they should set off as soon as the 
eyening grew dark enough to sereen them from obser- 
yation. Lisle had eiplored] a bye-road through whieh 
they eould eonyey the men, and the eart eontaining 
the ladders eoyered with straw was to set off under 
Garlyon about two hours before sunset. Lisle was to 
attaek the iront of the house, and Gifford to line the 
shrubberies, and to be ready to oeeupy the roof of the 
house, in the eyent of a sharp resistanee. In order 
to know eaeh other, eyery man wore a large white 
stripe sewn on his eoat, and the strietest orders were 
giyen that no man should leaye his own eompany. 

When the hour arrived eyery man was at his post ; 
the yeterans who had fought at Lunnons-lane ealm 
and resolute, the young soldiers eager for the fray, 
and all confident in their leaders. After a short 
prayer in the eourt there was perfect silenee, and the 
men moyed noiselessly on the road. Lisle led the 
front rank« and Gifford rode with his own men. A 
foot-man was earried behind eaeh horseman, in order 
to leaye fewer men in eharge of the horses when they 
dismounted for the attaek. Garlyon, who was anxious 
to be in front, was seeond in eommand to Lisle. 
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Langton, the son of a yeoman, and a young officer, 
yolunteered with Lisle to attaek the sentry. 

All proeeeded as they desired; Lisle arrested one 
or two eountry people whom he met, lest they should 
give an alarm, and they had the sati8faction of find- 
ing Garlyon awaiting their arrival at the rendezvous. 
The ladders were distributed, and the men, dismount- 
ing, were led by Gifford through eross-roads until 
they eame to the park, whieh was only surrounded 
by a hedge. The men advanced eautiously, and Gif- 
ford erept so elose to the house, that he eould hear 
the songs and loud laughter of the men. 

The wind, whieh had risen during the mareh, whis- 
tled through the trees, and prevented the approaeh 
of the men from being heard; the troops advanced 
rapidly, and long before Lisle arrived at the park 
gate Gifford was ready to attaek the house. It was 
agreed that Lisle should fire a gun immediately on 
his arrival at the house, and that Gifford's men should 
then assault the enemy, and eommenee the esealade. 
Lisle left his troop, dismounted, and with his eom- 
panions earrying their market-baskets, eame up to 
the sentry, having asked permission to go up to the 
house, were, as they expected, refu8ed; Lisle' then 
stooped down in front of the man, who was knoeked 
over with one blow by the powerful arm of Garlyon, 
and threatened with instant death if he spoke ; his 
hands were bound, and Langton, eompelling him to 
run rapidly, in a few moments eame up with the 
troop, and gave orders for their advance. As soon 
as they reaehed the gates Garlyon took his eorapany, 
and moying through the woods, plaeed a part of them 
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under a elump of magnificent oaks, while Lisle ordered 
the rest to run from tree to tree, in line with the 
avenue, and thus to avoid discovery. It was his in- 
tention to surprise the other sentry at the door of the 
guard-room, as he had done the man at the gate. The 
first in every danger, he led the line, and reaehed the 
end of the avenue undiscovered : four or five men 
were elustered round him, and he saw that the whole 
troop were rapidly advancing, when he resolved to 
rush on the sentry, who was obseryed to be listen- 
ing as though he heard footsteps, yet as uneertain 
whether he was deceived by the wind, whieh had 
inereased to a gale, and was aeeompanied with mist 
and rain. The sentry seeing men advance, ehallenged 
them and fired immediately; Lisle rushed on to the 
guard-house, and in a moment the house was in an 
uproar. Gifford had mistaken the fire of the sentry 
for a signal to advance, and was already in possessiou 
of the roofs and upper rooms, while Lisle and his men 
were struggling below. Loud shouts of ** God and the 
right'* were answered boldly but feebly by " God and 
our King." The struggle was short, and Garlyon, 
rapidly bringing up his men, forced the rear of the 
house, and in a few moments the troops had fled 
or surrendered; the Gaptain, surprised, yielded the 
house without an attempt to rally or eseape. In 
the melee one or two men had fallen, but the surprise 
was so eomplete that the King's troops had barely 
time to get their arms before they found themselves 
attaeked on all sides, and surrounded ; the advan- 
tage of situation was more than eounterbalaneed by 
the surprise, and by the rapidity of the attaek. 
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Gi^brd had led bis men with eonsummate prudenee ; 
he had not fired a shot, but deseending from the roofs 
into the garrets he made prisoners of all that he 
met, and entered the guard-room as the afiraj was 
ended. The wounded men were soon eared for, and 
the prisoners were allowed to repose until the mom- 
ing ; a messengerwas sent to the Grange to announee 
the sueeess of the enterprise, and to say that no liyes 
had been lost ; the horses were then moyed up to the 
Park, and arrangements were made for the disposal 
of the prisoners, After some diseussion, it was re« 
solyed that Garlyon should take the prisoners to 
London, to be exchanged for any of their own party, 
and that any of the men who wished should be 
allowed to remain and serve under Gifibrd at the 
Grange, In order to effect this arrangement, mes- 
sengers were sent to the yillage to obtain the neeessary 
proyisions for the day, and also for the joumey. The 
house was ill-supplied, and so little did they appre- 
hend an attaek, that they only kept their supplies 
from day to day ; that they might, Garlyon said, haye 
been starved into a surrender by an oeeupation of the 
roads. But one o£ELcer left the King's seryiee, and 
8uch of the men as yiewed the matters in dispute 
lightly ; many eseaped, and in the moming only forty 
men and officers left for London. 

When the neeessary arrangements had been made, 
Gifford addressed the men in one of the half-sermons 
of the time. He reminded them that they had been 
twiee yietorious, and without loss of their number ' 
that they had beneAted largely by the experience and 
diseipline of their officers, and that they were now to 
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be led by one who had proyed himBelf fit to eommand 
bj his readiness to obey. He exhorted them to shew 
merey to all, and espeeially to treat well those whom 
the proyidenee of God had delivered into their hands ; 
then bidding them God speed, he left them to pur- 
sue their joumey, Garlyon had received letters from 
GromweU appointing him to aetiye seryiee, and he 
left his eaptains in the hope that he might be sent 
to the army of the North. 

It was not until the last man had left the gate that 
Lisle went to look through the house, whieh he still 
held with fifty men ; the others had been sent with the 
reeruits to the Grange under Gifford, who preferred to 
remain at home until it was deeided what was to be 
done with the house. The arms were seized and 
paeked in waggons, but the fumiture remained un- 
touehed, and Lisle suggested that they should leaye 
the house in eomplete order under the eare of the old 
-steward, and allow no plundering ; that tbe wounded 
men should be left in eharge of one of the most ex- 
'perieneed soldiers, and then they should again oeeupy 
the Grange, and await the arrival of the troops from 
Oxford, if they should yenture to attaek them. He 
^ointed out to GKffbrd that to defend the house pro- 
perly he must ruin the park, and at onee eut down 
Bome hundred or more trees ; that it was doubtful if 
they would inerease their influence by holding lYeyor 
house, and it diminished, if it did not destroy, every 
ehanee of taking the initiative in the event of another 
attaek. Yielding to these suggestions, GiAbrd aftersome 
days removed the remainder of the troops, and, aeeom- 
panied by Lisle with an eseort to guard the trophies of 
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yietory, they rode throagh the yillage of Bateombe to 
the Grange. The yillagers, by their loud eheers, gave 
yent to feelings whieh at other times they would haye 
thought it prudent to suppress. Mr. Wentworth, 
who knew that his messenger had been stopped and 
his papers taken, trembled for his 8afety ; it was with 
the utmost anxiety that he watehed the troops pass 
by the ehureh and again eross the eommon towards 
the Grange. When Gifford and Lisle approaehed the 
walls, they saw Aliee waying a handkerchief to them, 
and expressing her joy at their safe arriyal ; and no 
sooner did the drawbridge toueh the ground than, 
bounding forward, she jumped up to embraee her 
father, who, taking her on his saddle, rode with her 
into the eourt. It was a season of great joy to her, 
for she antieipated not only a long peaee, but that 
Lisle would remain with them. She was already 
forming plans for riding out, when Lisle said to 
her, — 

"Tou forget, Aliee, that while my eomrades are 
here I must ride out withthem." 

Aliee went from the eourt, and told her mother 
of the safe retum of her father and Lisle, begging 
her to eome and see the waggons laden with arms, 
whieh were eome up to the door. 

The wife had already seen too mueh trouble to 
enter into the joy of her daughter; she had neyer 
entered into her husband's strong feelings against the 
King, and when she heard that they had conquered 
the troops at Treyor Park, and had brought away all 
the arms and ammunition, it seemed rather to giye 
her a shoek, that a plaee she had admired all her 
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life should be inyaded by rade soldiers, than pleasure 
that the troops had gained a yietory ; she was thank- 
ful for her husband's safety, but shewed no emotions 
of joj at his sueeess. 

The arms were safelj deposited in the rooms, the 
men went to their quarters, and in a few days the 
G-range resumed its busy appearanee. Provisions 
were purehased and stored, messengers went and 
eame, and officers, under Lisle's direetions, eiamined 
the eountry round, and endeayoured to discover whe- 
ther any troops were on their way from Oxford ; they 
eould hear of no preparations, and as the people were 
well-affected to the Parliament, and paid their taies, 
it beeame of less importanee to maintain so many 
men at the Grange. A month or two passed away 
Tery happily with Aliee and Lisle in making plans 
for the future, and with the knowledge tbat their union 
would be sanetioned by both parents, when a letter 
at length arrived from Gromwell, urging the imme- 
diate despateh of troops for London, and Lisle's 
presenee there ; he left it to Gaptain Gifford either to 
eome with his family to London, or, if he thought 
the eountry quite safe, he adyised the abandoning 
all appearanees of defence, and the removal of arms 
except sueh as were enough for the men-servants 
engaged in the work of the farm. He praised Car- 
lyon, whom he had sent to the North on speeial 
Bervice; and he expressed his warmest aeknowledg- 
inents of Lisle's past services, and trusted that on his 
arrival in London he might find as mueh use for his 
pen as he had hitherto done for his sword. 
When the ^letter had been duly eonsidered, Gifford 
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resolyed to stay in the eountry ; he thought that the 
Grange was safe, and that he eould keep his land in 
order, and if Lisle remained in town he eould then 
eome up, but until matters were more deeided he 
preferred to keep a home for his family ; " Of whom you 
are always one, my more than son," he said to Lisle. 

There eould be no objection to this prudent ar- 
rangement, and Aliee was glad to hear that Lisle 
would probably eease from aetiye serriee, and at onee 
attend to his profession. 

She employed herself in prepariDg little comforts 
for his use, and promised to send to him wheneyer a 
eourier eame. The arriyal and dep£u*ture of troops was 
80 eonstant a seene that Mary took little notiee of it ; 
she was sorry to lose Lisle's eompany, as mueh for 
Aliee's sake as for her own; she was glad to know 
that the farming was to begin again in eamest, and 
of the opportunities it would give her of following her 
fayourite employments. Oaptain Gi^Tord, as usual, saw 
all the preparations made, and haying loaded the wag- 
gons with arms, and seen that the men were in order, he 
handed them oyer to Lisle, addressing them as usual 
on the duties of good soldiers and God-fearing men. 
Aliee begged permission to ride with them a few miles, 
that she might see them safely on the road, and Lisle 
asked her with a smile if she thought that she eould 
proteet them through Lunnons-lane. 

" Tes," said Aliee, " if you will let me I will ride 
through the first." 

" No," said Lisle, " you will not ; but if you wish it, 
and your father eonsents, he shall lead the troop for 
the first few miles, and we will bring up the rear; 
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you have seen so mueh of soldiers that you don't 
like to let them leave." 

" No, Lisle," Aliee said ; '* all soldiers would not 
haye the same interest as these haye; they are our 
friends, they haye eaten our salt, and joined with us 
in prayer. Many of them owe their eonyersion from 
sin to my dear father, so that they are more like 
brothers to me." 

" "Well said," answered Lisle; "they are braye fel- 
lows, and many of them will be as good soldiers as 
Garlyon before they reaeh the army ; he is very bitter 
against the King's party ; he would gladly haye fired 
Treyor Park, and burnt the house and all the beauti- 
ful fumiture to ashes. Sueh men, though useful, 
otten bring dishonour on the soldier^s name." 

" Garlyon was yery reseryed and eold in his manner," 
said Aliee. " My father always appeared to me the 
most reseryed of men, but he neyer seemed to speak, 
and yet he knew eyerything." 

" Had you seen him in the attaek, Aliee, you would 
haye thought him quite another man ; he was eager, 
and supported me with an utter reeklessness of his 
own life. He will fall bravely or make a great name." 

Gifford gaye his eonsent to the request, whieh Aliee 
wisely preferred through Lisle, and the whole party left 
the Grauge in high spirits. On arriyiug at Lunnons- 
lane, Lisle explained to Aliee the nature of the attaek, 
and the narrow eseape he had from utter destruetion ; 
and he said that he felt uneasy until the waggons 
were safely through the wood. The o£Bcer who eon- 
dueted the eentre had taken eyery preeaution, and 
Gifford rode through the wood before he allowed the 
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waggons to moye. When they had ridden a few miles 
fiirther Aliee and her father took an affectionate leaye 
of Lisle, and bidding him farewell, rode rapidly home. 
The mareh was effected with sa^ety, and in three 
days Lisle reaehed London, and presenting his officers 
and troop to the Parliamentary generals, was thanked 
for his zeal, and inyited to meet Cromwell and the 
leaders on the following day. 



OHAPTER IX. 

The departure of the troops to London and the re- 
moyal of the ammunition and forage brought baek 
the Grange to its former uses. The labourers had seen 
enough of seryiee to handle a gun readily, and were 
eonsidered sufficient to proteet the house. Custom 
had so far ereated a habit of watchfulnes8, that the 
drawbridge was raised at night, and one of the men 
kept guard, but more to preyent anj lawless attaek 
of ill-disposed persons than to resist a regularsiege 
if it should be attempted. Gi^Tord eondueted the 
Sunday seryiees in his house, unless by ehanee aa 
itinerant preaeher wandered to the Grange to find a 
hospitable and weleome reeeption : then the minister 
o^Tered prayer, and neyer departed without a substan- 
tial gratuity. During the week-days the farm oeeu- 
pied the attention of its owner, and the fields began 
again to shew the effects of his industry and able di- 
reetion. The war was so far remoyed irom Bateombe 
that the yiUagers talked of their troubles as things 
gone by, and appeared to haye little interest in the 
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eiyil war waging bitterl j in the great towns and around 
the strongbolds of the eountry. The news from London 
arriyed regularly at the Grange, for Lisle had many 
means of eommunieation, and his interest in Aliee 
rather inereased tban diminished bj his absenee in 
the busy world of London. He had resumed his 
profession, and been able to proeure a large share 
of publie and priyate business; his intimacj with 
Gromwell brought with it an introduetion to the 
leading men in power, and he laboured ^ealously 
to unite the factions whieh were eontinually rising up 
among the Parliamentarians. He had foreseen that 
the eoutest would not end in &nj eompromise, that 
whateyer might be the position of the King, the royal 
party would not be satisfied with anything less than 
a eomplete triumph, whieh plaeed life and property at 
their merey, and restored the power whieh the King 
had lost. Lisle looked with suspieion on the few noble- 
men who were attaehed to their eause, suspeeting 
that priyate ambition and reyenge, rather than a loye 
of liberty, stimulated them to attaek the Grown, and, 
in the person of the King, their own order ; Esses, 
he was eonyineed, had the ability and the intention, if 
he saw an opportunity, to transfer the erown to his 
own head. Gromweirs ability was the eounterpoise, 
and thus Lisle hoped that a republie might be eon- 
strueted by the jealousy of the leaders and watchful- 
ness among the subordinates. He did not eoneeal his 
republiean yiews, and had many friends among those 
who thought that the time was approaehing when sueh 
a form of goyernment might be 8afely established ; it 
seemed almost ineyitable, that if the King did not flj 
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frotQ the eountry he would fall ioto the hands of some 
of the unserupulous generals, and end his life hy 
Tiolenee ; no one ezpected from Gharles that digiiified 
end whieh has endeared him to the English Ohureh, 
and raised him to the title of the 'Martyr Eing/ 
settling probably the form of goyemment in England 
for ages to eome. 

In the early part of May Gifford reeeiyed a letter 
from Gromwell, saying that he should not want 
him until some time later in the year, but asking 
for any reeruits who eould be trusted and were re- 
ligiously affected. A few of the seryants and some 
young mea from the yillage yolunteered, and were 
sent forthwith to London in small parties, to ayoid 
Buspieion and to ward off any further attaek on the 
Orange. Gi^Tord knew that he was not without ene- 
mies, who would probably royenge tbemselyes for the 
defeat at Lunnons-lane and for the attaek on Golonei 
Treyor's house, he therefore earried pistols on his 
yisits to the market town, and without making any 
display, was careful to be well on his guard. He had 
ridden to Bateombe, and was proeeeding to the market, 
when he oyertook some neighbours going to sell their 
eattle, and being in want he purehased some eows 
and rode on, when at the same time he obseryed two 
or three men idling about the road, and apparently 
going with them to the market. ** There's a fellow 
that's up to any thing," said one of the farmers. " I 
hope we shan't meet him on our road home to-night.*' 

Gifford only smiled, and his eompanion said, *' You 
are thinking you haye eneountered worse foes, Mr. 
Gifford." 
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*'Yes. neighbour Ainslie, I am not easily moyed 
after months of wateHing by day and night; these 
idle eutpurses do not want to meet men who haye 
had their liyes in their hands eyery day for nearly 
two years.'* 

" No, Mr, Qifford, while we are together we are 
8afe, but I should not like to meet them alone." 
They then ehanged the subject of conversation, and 
riding on, talked of erops, priees, and the hist news 
of the war. 

On their arriyalin town, Gifford transaeted his busi- 
ness, and ealled upon some of his friends and the sup- 
porters of the eause ; he was a weleome guest in many 
houses : by the Puritans he was esteemed a saint, and 
by the middle dasses the ayenger of their wrongs at 
Lunnons-lane, but Gifford's greatest friend was Elijah 
Penty, as he styled himself, Minister of the Eyerlasting 
Gospel; he was a self-educated man, eamest, and 
well read in the Seriptures. He had a few sheep, as 
he termed his eongregation, whom he had gathered out 
of the world, and £rom that rag of popery, the Ohureh ; 
next to a bitter hatred of parsons and bishops was 
Elijah*s hatred of kings, whom, he said, the Lord had 
giyen to Israel, as well as to other nations, to punish 
them for their iniquities. When £lijah met Gifford 
in the market-plaee he weleomed him in the quaint 
style then eoming into ^ashion : — " Brother Gifford, the 
Lord hath done great things by thee ; blessed be thou 
of the Lord, thou hast smitten the Amalekite Treyor, 
and deyoured the Philistines at Lunnons-lane." 

" We did it not by our own arms, Brother," said 
Gifford. 
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" Nay, nay, Brother ; the Lord fought for Israel : 
but eome home and re^resh thjself, Kaehel will gladly 
weleome thee to our yine, and thou mayest eat in 
peaee, none making thee afraid." 

" I must be home, Brother," said GiATord; "for it is 
not safe to leave the Grange for anj long time with 
only women and a few men and boys." 

"Brother Gifbrd, no man wags his tongue sinee 
the Amalekite was killed; that rebellious son hath 
often taunted the Lord's people, and blasphemously 
named me Old Trust in the Lord; now all are 
silent." 

" And not less dangerous, Brother Elijah ; but I will 
to home with tbee ; and it will please Aliee to tell her 
I haye seen Raehel and thy daughter." 

The two friends left the market-plaee, and quietly 
wended their way to a small old-fashioned house in 
the Weint, at the baek of whieh stood the meeting- 
plaee of Elijah's few diseiples. The greetings were 
hearty and sineere, for Gifbrd was their ehampion, 
and the enemies of the Lord had fallen before his 
arm ; the table was set, and in a short time the best 
that the house afforded was plaeed before the minister 
and his guest ; a long graee preeeded the meal, and 
Elijah mingled with blessings on the food eurses on 
the enemies of the people of the Lord. 

During the meal Gi^Tord was eompelled to relate the 
attaek on Oolonel Treyor's house, and the part whieh 
he had taken in it ; the Grange had beeome a plaee of 
fame, and the minister was neyer tired of questioning, 
and hearing of attaeks and repulses, of night-watehes, 
or of training and marehing troops. l^ow it was the 
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sword of the Lord and Gideon ; tlien Lisle, he said, 
was a Joshua, and he eoneluded by hoping that the 
Lord would root out Amalek until there were none 
remaining, and he wished that, like Samuel, he might 
hew Agag — meaning the King — in pieees before 
the Lord. 

The evening drew on, and there were yet farewell 
prayers and blessings, so that by the time that Gi£fbrd 
got to the " Blaek Bull,'* and had mounted his horse, it 
was dusk, He paused a few minutes when in his saddle, 
and while his horse was held examined the priming of 
his pistols. " No one will hurt thee, Master GiflEbrd," 
said the landlord, who had long known and esteemed 
him. 

** I hope not," said Gifford; "but I have leamed in 
a sehool of tribulation, and am watchful." 

" It is well," said the landlord. " Good-night." 

Gifford left the inn, and putting his horse to a 
brisk trot eleared the town, and finding that he was 
not likely to have any eompany he did not draw his 
rein until he eame to the foot of the hill that leads 
into the village of Bateombe, when, thinking himself 
at home, he walked his horse slowly up the hill. He 
had got about half-way when the road tumed almost 
at an angle, where he fancied that he saw figures in the 
mist before him : he put spurs to his horse, who reared 
and dashed forward; almost at the same moment 
a blow aimed from behind struek him on the head. 
Gifford iOired, and a groan assured him that one of his 
assailants had fallen, but in an instant his bridle was 
8eized, and as he drew his remaining pistol another 
blow brought him to the ground. 
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He was for a few moments stupified, or rather 
stunned, by the blow, and by the suddenness of the 
attaek, but on reeoyering he found that his hands 
were tied behind him, and that he had been dragged 
into a eopse whieh skirted the side of the road. It 
was eyident that resistanee was useless, three men 
stood OYer him, when he asked why they had at- 
taeked him, they answered, '^Bemember Lunnons- 
lane." Gifbrd then belieyed that he was 8eized by 
politieal partisans, but on their rifling his poekets, and 
taking eyerything from him, be thpught that he had 
faUen among thieyes, who after stripping him of his 
money, and earrying off his horse, would leaye him to 
find his way home. He heard some of the assailants 
earrying away the wounded man, who eursed him 
bitterly j but the three who watehed oyer him did not 
moye. On his trying to rise, one of them said, — 

" Can ye trayel now ?" 

" Tes," said Gifford ; " I wiU start for home if you 
wiU undo my hands." They aU laughed, and said,— 
•* Home, wiU ye ; it's to gaol you mean, — that's to be 
your home. 

" Any where," said Gifford, "I am in your hands ; 
but I am sorely bruised, and if you haye any feeling 
for one who has neyer injured you, you wiU not eause 
me unneeessary pain. By whose orders are you aet- 
ing?" 

" By our own, to be sure — no one orders us : we 
know you, Master Gifford, to be the King's enemy, 
and as wo Hye at the King's eost, we haye taken you, 
and I expect we shaU make something handsome by 
the job." 
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'' Andyou mean to sell me, and take blood-money/' 
said Oifford. 

" Call it what you Kke,— we shall get the reward for 
seizing a traitor." 

Gi^Sbrd eould not understand the exact eharaeter of 
the men, and it was their purpose to eoneeal their 
names and business ; sometimes he thought they were 
soldiers, but the eayalier soldiers would not haye 
plundered him like eommon thieyes; they were in- 
deed lawless men, sueh as arise in eyery time of 
domestio strLfe, men who, regardless of all parties, 
use the one that suits their purpose best to plunder 
or to destroy. 

Afker a short time Gifford expres8ed his readiness 
to go, and tbej led him through the wood to a lane, 
where he was put on his horse, as he walked with 
great di^eulty, &om the bruises whieh he had re- 
eeiyed on his reeent fall. The men were struek by 
Gifford's fortitude ; there were no unmanly eomplain- 
ings, no useless re^uests ; oeeasionally he asked to be 
helped, and it was done ; then he went on, as he after- 
wards said, not knowing whither he went, but know- 
ing that he was in the hands of Sim who ean eontrol 
eyil intentions to good ends. 

It was past midnight before they eame to the forest, 
for their journey had . been slow, and when Gifford 
was told to dismount and enter the forest, he said, 
" This is not the way to any prison." 

" Who told you that ?" asked the leader. 

" My own obseryation," was Gifford*s reply : "this is 
a forest, and if you mean to kill me, it is as well here 
as any where ; I will not go further/' 
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" We are not qaite bo fond of killing as tbat eomes 
to, Master Gifbrd," said the leader, '' and I suppose 
you won't object to a supper and a sleep ; all we kill is 
yenison, and you will sup off some if you go gently, 
if not— " 

"If not," said Gifford, «'I haye told you to do 
your worst." 

" ^N'o, Master Gifford, you may liye and sing hymns 
yet, if they that pay us will find you a eage ;" the 
three men all laughed. 

Gifford remained mounted, but was stopped again 
after they had gone a mile, and told to dismount ; he 
eould not without assistanee, for although his hands 
had been loosed, he was eold and exhau8ted. fie was 
yery anxious for his wife and ehild; they would be 
waiting for him, and sending out the men to seour the 
eountry in seareh of him : his pains were therefore 
aggrayated by his anxiety for others, but he did not 
allow eyen a groan to eseape ; now and then he prayed 
audibly, and was not interrupted, for he had already 
won some respeet from his eaptors ; when he was on 
his feet he said, " Wbat next?" 

" Youmust have your eyes bandaged," said theleader. 

"It is dark, and I eannot see," said Gifford. "I 
will not betray you." 

" Tou must be bandaged," said the leader, 

"It is well, then," said Gifford; "be it so." 

He submitted, and afterhe had waited for a draught 
of water fr<>m a brook that he heard bubbling up 
almost at his feet, he was led for some distanee by 
two of the men : he appeared to go up hill and down 
dale> until after an hour's walking and breaking 
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through brambles and underwood, he was bidden to 
stoop and erawl on his hands and knees. '* One of 
you lead on," said Gifford, " and I will follow." 

" Afraid ?*' said the leader. 

" No, I have nothing to fear : unbandage my'eyes 
and I will lead on anywhere," said Gifford. " I fear 
God, I do not fear what man ean do unto me." The 
men were abashed; they tried to laugh, but the 
eourage of the brave and good man was so different 
from their own, that they were forced to respeet it : 
he was alone, and yet as undaunted as they were. 
Burrounded by friends.^ One led the way, and Gifford 
erawled for some distanee on his knees, until he found 
by the inereasing warmth that he was in a room, where 
he heard the eraekling of a fire. His eyes were un- 
bandaged, and he found himself in a eaye, whieh had 
been partly excayated and was partly a natural for- 
mation; the fire lighted up the rude walls, and as 
Gifford lay down he weleomed eyen this dungeon, 
for it was a plaee where he eould rest. 



GHAPTER X. 

It was very evident to Gifford what was the oeeupation 
of the eaptors : guns and rifles were hung up, and deer 
skins were spread about to dry, or for use ; there were 
also skins of smaller animals, and some luxuries whieh 
had been obtained in forays on the neighbouring 
farms ; an old ehureh alms-dish was plaeed on a tem- 
porary shelf, and Gifford reeognised in the men bear- 
ing the grapes of Esheol an artiele of ehureh ^umiture. 
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wbieh he bad known for many years at Bateombe 
Ghureh, and whieh had disappeared dnring the oeeu- 
pation of Treyor Park ; the blame being laid on the 
PuritaaB, wbo hated the Ghureh, and therefore must 
of neeeBBity plunder its most saered property. The 
lawlesB rioters who toaBted " ChuTch and King" had 
been the depredators. 

As Gifbrd stood by the fire, a woman eame from 
behind a rough boarding, whieh seryed as a plaee of 
eoneealment, and was used as a bed-room ; he fancied 
that he had seen her face, but it was eoarse, and she 
looked brutalized hj hard usage and drink. 

Sh» started, and then, with the look of a maniae, 
said, " What brings thee here, old man P" 

" Tour eompanions," said Qifford ; " and I suppose 
they intend to murder me, or if not, to sell me to 
those who wilL" 

" Phil wouldn't take the life of anybody," said the 
woman. ''He kills deer, and prigs a bit now and 
then, but Phil doesn't murder; and he's nb worse, as 
I know, than those I saw at the Hall, for thej would 
have kilied anybody, but Phil only roba the straight- 
faces." 

" And did they ever hurt you ?" asked Gifford. 

" I dun know ; they druv us out of Bateombe, and 
we eouldn't liye, and Phil would drink, and now it's 
eome to this." 

" And you know me ?" said Gifford, 

"Tes," said the woman, "I think you're Master 
Gifford." 

" I am," said Qifford ; " and I have seen you." 

"Tes, many's the day at Bateombe Ghureh, afore 

H 
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there waa all tbis here preaehin, and prayin, and 
fightin, all about nobody knows what." 

Just at this moment Phil eame into the eaye, and 
asked if the man was preaehing Nanee a sermon. 
" No," said Naney, "he*s talking very civil like." 
"Get the supper, Nanee," said Phil, "and don't 
listen to his jaw, he's a Philadelphia parson ;" and 
he laughed at his own wit. 

Phil went out, and Naney was busy preparing the 
supper, but she contrived to talk to Gifford, and to 
ask aflber some of the yillagers. 

And he remembered to have seen Naney, a pretty 
rough girl, who lived on the waste, but whose pa- 
rents had been tumed out of their hut soon after 
she was married to Phil Olarkson, a man whose re- 
putation was more than doubtful. 

" Tou have made this plaee comfortable," said 
Gifford. 

"As well as I eah," said Naney; "but it's miser- 
able at best, Master Gifford, to tum night into day, 
and day into night ; to be forced to lie without fire 
sometimes for two days together, and never to know 
who's on our traek, isn't just a niee life for any one ; 
but they'll answer for it some day as drove us to it." 
" And you will have to answer too, Naney," said 
Gifford. " "WTiy don't you ehange your way of living ? 
you are breaking God's laws, and man's laws." 

" We only take wild things iike, and they that hunt 
them do the same ; there's not mueh difference that 
I see," said Naney. 

" They have the right to take them, and you have 
not," said Gifford. 
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" I dun know about right," said Naney ; " tliey are 
&ee to all that eateh them." 

Pha eame in. and Naney was Bnont ; hia eompanions 
followed, and Naney was busy at the great pot whieh 
hung oyer the fire. 

" You'll have a famous stew, old gentleman," said 
Jack, eoming to the fire, ''and that's better than 
being in the Eling's lodgings at Winehester, or hang- 
ing on an elm for erows to peek at." 

Oifibrd said nothing, but looked on the fire, and 
thought oyer the oeeurrenees of the last few hours ; 
he was very weary. 

" Sulky, oldj fellow ?" said Jack, again. " Sing us 
one of your deadly liyely hymns." 

" Nonsense, Jack," said Naney. " Master Gifibrd, 
for I know him, is too good for us." 

"Whew, w-h-ew," said Jack, "who made you so 
eleyer, Naney P" 

" Mind your own business, Jack," said Naney. 

" I will," said Jack ; " sing us a hymn, old fellow. 
Now for it." 

" No," said Phil, eoming from behind the sereen, 
** you shall sing, Jack ; you are a regular good singer, 
and shall sing our first song." 

Jack began : — 

" We foresters live a merry, merr j life^ 
More free than any king; 
We handle the gun, we earry the knife, 
And sharply onr liAes ring. 

Throngh the green woods, ho ! 

We merrily go, 

And merrUy ^oresters sing heigh ho !" 
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" Well don«, Jack/* eried Phil, " well done ; now 
for another staye." 

*^ Sapper's read^, Phil," soid NaDcj, " no more 
Bongs." 

" Another Yerse," said Phil, " and tiien we'll have 
partieular metre." 

Jack resiimed : — 

** We foresten are the sodb of the goil, 
Who stand np for the right; 
We know not labonr, wa neyer toil, 
Bnt we trip by the moonlight. 

Throngh the green woods, ho ! 

We merrily go, 

And merrily forester8 sing heigh ho !" 

" Now for Bupper, Naney ; and mind, Jack'a to haye 
double allowanee for his song." 

" And rU eat two shares/' said Westeomb Willy, 
" and what's left is for the old gentleman." 

"No, you won't," said Naney; "there's plenty, 
and enough for a good feast to-mmrow." 

*' You're very sharp on us, Naney," said Westeomb 
"Willy ; " maybe you want us to bring you some new 
ribbons." 

" She wants none of your ribbons," said Phil, angrily. 

Westeomb Willy was silent, he was afraid of pro- 
Yoking Phil, who was the most daring of the gang, 
and their leader. Phil was kind to Naney afber his 
own fashion, and it was known that he would yery 
soon get rid of any one who insulted her. Willy was 
thoroughly deprayed, and without one rirtue to re- 
deem a long eatalogue of vices. He was a traitor 
among thieyes, and eonstantly drunk ; fear often kept 
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hini froiii aoeepting rewards whieh he eoyeted, and 
Jack had promised Westeomb Willy j£ eyer he broke 
up the Nest, as he eaUed the eaye, he would break him 
up when thej were &ee. 

Fhil said, " Naney, what's the matter, gal ?" 

" Nothing, Phil ; but did ye get out of the serape." 

•Tee, Naney, my gal," said Jack, "and we are 
going to take the old fellow a side of yenison to stop 
his mouth ; we'ye agreed not to eall and see him 
again." 

"You'U get Phil's neek into a halter some day, 
Jack," said Naney. 

*^ And then marry his widow/' said Jack, laughing 
loudly. 

** Take eare, Jack, and don't tread on my eoms ; 
you know what I mean, Jack," said Phil. 

" Aye," said Jack, " I know." 

** Now, old Belaebub, eome and eat," said West- 
eomb Willy. 

** Will," said Nanee, " don't you go on so to 
Master GiiBEbrd." 

" Very weU, old gal," said WiU. 

Naney poured the soup into a wooden bowl, and 
pieking out some niee pieees of meat, gaye them 
with some yery dark, sour-looking bread, to Gif- 
ford, who, asking the blessing of G-od upon his 
meal, began to partake with a keen appetite of the 
food that was giyen him. The men drank a good deal 
of sour beer, of whieh they o^Tered some to GiSbrd, 
and then began to taUe of their foray. They had been 
out to see if they eould piek up one of the farmers, 
but seeing G^ifbrd, and knowing that a reward was 
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hear any skulking fellow talk about eradong up 
Phirs roost ?" 

'' No, upon my aoul, PhU ! no V* said Wosteomb 
WiUy. 

'^ Your Boul T' said Pbil, with a bui^ ; *' your soul ! 
Tou n&yer did hear of any good friend threatening 
Phil I Well, £f you do, tell him," and Phil jumped up, 
and seizing a rifle, snapped the lo<^. All was 4M>n- 
fusion ; Westeomb Willy shook, Jack laughed, Nanea 
ran from behind tbe aereen, where die had be^ taik- 
ing with Gifford, and Phil whispered between his 
teeth, " Tell him I'll blowhis euraedhead topieGes." 

" Tes, Phil, yes," said Westeomb Willy. 

Jack n,ow joined in the eonyersation, and said that 
he would go with Westeomb Willy, and get another 
of the party to join them in taking Gifford to Win-> 
ehester, and bringing baek the reward. 

Phil agreed to the plan, and promised that they 
should start on the next day, so as to pass only one 
night on the road; and after some further diseussion 
they lay down to sleep, and Phil went to the little 
plaee sereened oS from the rest of the eaye, where 
Gi^Tord and Naney were still in eamest eonyersation 
in a low tone. 

'^ Tour bed is there," said Phil, shewing Gifbrd a 
heap of deer-skins. '' Good night." 

" Good night," said Gifford, mildly but firmly, And 
he lay down to sleep, oyereome with the &tigue and 
anxiety of the day ; but not before he had knelt, and 
solemnly offered his prayer to God for himself, his 
family, and for those who had oaptured him, and were 
about to deliyer him to his enemies. 
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OHAPTER XI. 

''Wha7 haye you been ebaistenng about to old 
OiSord» JSme»f*' said Phil, ap he eame behind the 
sereen. 

'^ Speak low, Phil," said Nanee. 

'' AyOi girly if you like, but what's it all about ?" 

*'Well, Phil, he talked about the wieked life we 
led, and said as there wos no happiness here in thia 
worldy 80 there would be no peaee in tiiie next ; and 
he wanted me to ask you to go and tell his wife 
and daughter where he was." 

^* To let the ju8tioe8 eome and take us» Nanee." 

*^lSo, no, Phil, but to say that he was aliye and 
well. He's written a bit of a letter, but I esn't make 
It out; he says it's onlj to say he^s aliye and a 
prisoner." 

** VYL take no letter ; I ean't read, and I won't trust 
any that ean. There's that Westeomb Willy is the 
best seholard of the lot, and up to any yiUany. I 
don't like sending Gifford with him ; but Trieky Tom 
is to eome to-morrow, and he shall go, or we shall get 
no money, f6r Willy would lie fpr a penny, and sell 
us for a groat." 

*' Now, Phil| I know if you go to Gi^Tord's house 
you will get a good reward, and then let us leaye this 
wild life, and try to get work, You know 1*11 do any 
work ; aye, I'll beg before I'll liye like a wild. beast, 
fearing eyery moment lest we should be shut up 
for life." 
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** And where ean we go, NaneeP who would hire 
Phil ? They know me for milea round Bateombe, and 
gaye me a bad eharaeter before I deseryed it ; but 
now I am guits." 

*' But what's the good ? as Master Gifford says ; it 
eannot go on for ever ; if the day is slow in eoming, 
it is sure." 

" I know, Nanee ; and what*8 to beeome of poor 
Nanee then?" said Phil. "But what does Gifford 
want ? I'll do the honest thing now by him ; I wish 
I had neyer had a hand in it at all." 

** He wants you to go as early as you ean to his 
house, and to tell his wife. Just think, Phil, how I 
should go on if you didn't eome baek when you pro- 
mised; I'ye many days now, I ean't eat a bit for 
trouble when you are away, feared I may neyer see 
you again." 

*' Aye, gal, I know you're a right good 'un and a 
true," said PhU. '\Vl\ be off early, but I must teU 
Jack before I go, and the old 'un must wait a day." 

They both lay down to sleep, Naney happy that 
she eould serye a man she respeeted for his goodness, 
and whose kindness had eitended to the poor around 
his house and neighbourhood. Phil thought he had 
not done mueh good, and it would ease his mind a bit 
to help Gifford, whom he was sorry to have taken, 
but, on aeeount of others, eould not let go. 

The night soon passed away, and with the early 
dawn Gifford saw Phil eome into the eaye and Ught 
a rush. " Am I to get up ?" he said. 

''No," said PhU, *^Ue stiU and wait untU I eome 
home again." 
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Jack and Westeomb Willj slept on, and Phil 
doubted if he should wake them ; but at last he woke 
Jack, and said, " rm off, Jack ; I shall be baek by 
midnight, if not before ; tell Will he's not to moye off 
iintil he heara from me, and let Trieky Tom stay in 
the Nesty only don't go out ; but I may ehanee to 
want you, and if so, ni send." 

** All's right, I hope," said Jack, " for I am not 
Bafe about him," pointing to Will. "He's no more 
feeling than a brute, no, nor so mueh ; and aBfor Tom, 
he'd do any mortal thing for money." 

" Good-bye, Jack," said Phil. " It's about the old 
• un I am going ; no harm to nobody ; and no risk to 
nobody but mysel^. Good-bye." 

Jack trusted Phil, and asked no more questions. 

It was a fine morning; the air was elear and braeing, 
and the dewdrops hung on forest and field. Phil 
bounded through the forest at a quick paee, and 
reaehed the high road, where he hoped to get alift for 
a few miles, and thus reaeh the G-range at an early 
' hour. He trayelled alone for some time, and at last 
was oyertaken by a eart going to Bateombe. He got a 
ride without difficulty, and when he said he was going 
to the Grange, the driyer asked if he had heard of 
Oifford's being lost. 

" Aye," said Phil, " I have, worse luek." 

"Yes, it's worse luek for all on us. He was a 
prayin, God-fearin man, and it*8 them King's men 
has done it all." 

" Done what P" asked PhU. 

" Taken him to prison, as sure as a gun," said 
the man. 
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*' Shouldn't wonder," said PhiL 

And then hk eompanion launehed ont into pnuBeB 
of GKfford'8 oourage aad goodneaa, whieh oeeupied 
them until ihey eame near to Bateombe, when Phil 
■aid^ *^ I'U eut aeroes ihe fields here." 

^' So yoa know the road P' said the drirer. 

" Aye," said PhU, 

^ Why, you're as knowing as Phil Olarkson," said 
the driyer, ** and they say he knows every road in the 
parish, and ibrty roada more." 

Phil laughed, thanked him, and said if he met 
PhHhe'dteUhim. 

And the driyer said to him8elf, ''I should neyer 
wonder if it be the man himsel^." 

It was only a short walk to the Ghnmge, and, re- 
Ireshed by his ride, Riil was soon at the drawbridge 
asking admission to see Mistress G-ifford, for whom he 
had an important message. 

^^We haye many important messages here," said 
theman; '^ wait until I haye orders." 

He then sent to the house, and was told to admit 
the man if he was alone. The bridge was soon let 
down, and Phil said, as he eame under the tower, 
** You are yery eareful here.** 

" Obliged to be," said the man, " Pass on to 
the house." 

He walked aeross the eourt-yard, and going into 
the house, Baw Mistress Gifibrd and Aliee seated at 
the fire in deep grief. 

'' I am eome to bring you good news," said PhU. 

** Of my husband ?" said Mary. 

" Tes," repUed PhU. 
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'* Is he aUye and weU f*' said Aliee. ** Oh pray — 
pray tell ub/' 

^ Heis alive and weil, but broised and A liiltle Imrt ; 
he has slept well all night.'* 

^'Tou are telling the truth P'' said Aliee. 

" Tes," said Phil ; " I thought you mighlii't trust 
me, Bo I brought these things to shew/' and he handed 
ikem BeTeval of the things of whieh Gifford had been 
plundered. 

" Where is he ? ean we go to him P' asked Maiy ; 
^'praytake us." 

" I ha^e eome here at great risky and to tell you 
only that he is alire, and that when he eaa write ho 
will tell you all that has happened to him. Tou are 
to ask me no ^uestions." 

Mary and Aliee were still in doubt what to do, now 
begging Phil to teU them where G-ifford was, and then 
asking him to take them whereyer he might be, when 
one of the soldiers took hold of Phil, and said he 
would shoot him if he didn't teU, and keep him, if he 
did, until the Gaptain was 8afe home again. 

'Phil said doggedly, '* So this is the wage you giye 
me for risking my Hfe to teU you your husband's 8afe 
and weU, Mistress Giffbrd. I thought Master Gif- 
ford'8 word was good for — " 

•'Tes," said AHee, ** you shall never be hurt here ; 
you shaU go as you eame : only promise me, if you ean 
help my father, you wiU." 

" Toung lady, I'U stand by him for Ufe or death." 

The Boldier released PhU, but by his looks shewed 
that he thought merey mueh out of plaee, and a halter 
the most fit neckerchief for PhU. 
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'* No, I didn't," said "Will, sneermgly : *' when they 
takes one, they won't leaye t'other behind." 

^^Maybe," said Jack; and going to the fire, he 
o€SBi^ed to help with the food. Kaney talk^ to bim» 
withont saying a word to Will, whom she really hated. 
At last they took their food, I^ancj haying taken 
good eare that G-i^Tord's should be as well served as 
possible. Westeomb Willy grumbled, and all at onee 
missing Phil, asked where he was. 

'^ He's gone out on his own affairs^ and won't be 
home till night," said STaney. 

" And you know where he's gone to, I expeet," 
said WiU. 

" Yes, I do, and if you'U wait until midnight, you'll 
know too," said Naney. 

"Is he gone to bring your men here, old Sir?" he 
said, tuming to GiAPbrd. 

'^No," said Gifford and Naney, speaking at the 
same time. 

" Weli, then, unless you ean tell me, I shan't wait 
for Trieky Tom to bring the horses, I shall go awi^ 
as we settled, and I'll do the thing that's right by 
aUofus." 

" No," said Jack, " you must wait until we see Phil 
again : he will go with us to-morrow." 

" Very well," said Will ; but he had abeady made 
his plans, and it did not suit him to say more. 
He thought that Jack would be out af(;er mid-day, 
and that he eould then, with Trieky Tom, earry off 
Q-ifford, who would be unable to resist. 

After breakfast Gifford again spoke to Naney of her 
duty to God, and the wiekedness of a life of plunder. 
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"Leave it, Naney," he said, "and trust that God will 
proyide for you." 

"We don*t want to live any longer here than we 
ean help," said Naney; "and they*ll have to answer 
for it that drove us to it." 

" No, no," said GiATord, " you will have to answer 
for it. And Jack," he said, " you had better be a soldier 
and serve your eountry than be hanged some day for 
kiUing a buek." 

" And will you take me, Master Gifford ?" 
I will send you to those that will," said Gifford : 

but you must alter your life, hear the exhorta- 
tions of the gifted Brethren, and repent of your 
bad life." 

" I never did anything bad, Master Gifford.'* 

" Then you don't think stopping a quiet man on 
the high road is bad ?*' 

" Oh," said Jack, " but we have been hard put to ifc 
lately ; sinee the war it's been hard work to live : we 
wanted a rieh farmer to set us up like.'* 

Westeomb Willy did not hear the conversation, but 
was afraid of some eounterplot, so he said, " Jack, 
what are you talking about there with the old *un ?" 

" Oh, he's given us a bit of a sermon, WiUy ; and it 
would do you good." 

" Is it a eure for the hangman ?" said Willy ; "that'll 
Buit us both, Jack." 

" Tes, it is," said Jack ; " and it's a eure I mean to 
try before long." 

" Peaehin*, I suppose,'* said Willy. 

"You're always talking of peaehin'," said Jack, 
" and it's my opinion that you would be the first man 

I 
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to do sueh a dirt j triek ; that it is, Master Will. But 
jou do, and Phil will settle your hash." 

^ lf I giye him a ehanee," said Will, looking im- 
pudently at Naney» who tumed away in disgust. 

Willy had now to eontriye to get Jack away, and 
he knew that he eould manage Trieky Tom, who was 
expected eyery moment. He therefore agreed at onee 
to the plan that he understood Phil Glarkson had 
arranged, and proposed that Jack should go oyer the 
ground hj whieh they had brought GiSord, and see if 
any one was on the look out, while he would go and 
meet Trieky Tom, and tell him not to bring the horses 
until the next daj: in order to appear quite ^air, 
he left the eaye and promised that he would bring 
in something firesh for supper. I^aney waa glad of 
his absenee at anj rate, for she was alwajs afraid if 
he onlj ehaneed to be for a few minutes alone with 
her, and all her inAuenee oyer him did not preyent 
his abusing Phil, and espressing his hatred towards 
him; when he was gone she said^ ^'Now, Master 
Gifford, that man's gone, 1 haye less fear for jou. 
He's up to anj mortal thing that's bad.'' 

" And jet jou must eonsort with sueh," said Gif- 
ford, " while jou lead this wieked life. Leaye it, in 
God's holj Name; take to some honest wajs, and jou 
will jet haye His blessing. He willeth not the death 
of a sinner." ^ 

Nancj went silentlj about her work, and Jack left 
the eaye, sajing he would be baek for dinner, and that 
he would take a line in ease anj fish should fall in his 
waj. Westeomb Wlllj had in the mean time hastened, 
at the top of his speed, to find Trickj Tom^ and as he 
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was working against time, he hastened on, regardless 
of any consequence8 : eyery bosh seemed to obstmet 
him as he took short euts through the Torest ; and then, 
when he eame to the lane end, neither Tom nor the 
horses were there. Ke abnost tore his Aesh with rage ; 
he stamped, ealled himselT a fool and Tom a knaye, 
and was on the point of going baek to the eaye, when 
he fancied he heard the sound of horses' feet. He 
was in agony, for if they got the horses thej would 
haye to drag them through the wood near to the eaye, 
«ad then foroe Gifford out of the eaye : or else deeeiye 
both Naney and him by some falB6 tale. After wait- 
ing minutes that seemed hours, Trieky Tom eame on 
slowly, leading two horses and riding a third. 

" Tou take it easy, Tom," said Willy. 

" Always do, my boy," was the ready answer ; " and 
there's no hurry before night. I didn't eipeet a 
message irom Phil for the next two houis.^ 

*^ Well, l6t me mount, and we ean talk as we go ; 
fdr we must get baek to the eaye in an hour, or it's all 
up with us. Phil's gone gS, and the old 'un and Nanee 
were so eiyil that I fancy he's gone to get the money 
for himseir and to leaye us all in the lureh.' ' 

'' Phil eiarkson wouldn't go to do that," said Tom ; 

he*s right, if any man is." 

Tou aU seem so fond of Phil," said Will ; "but 
I won't trust him ; and more than that, if you like 
the job, we'll earry the old fellow to Winehester, and 
share the plunder ; they*ll pay well for him, beeause 
he killed the Golonel and attaeked Treyor House." 

« And what will Phil say ?" 

*'0h, hang Phil, I say," said Willy; "he shall 
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never see me again, if I ean get tUe money. He may 
look out for himseir ; he always gets the biggest share 
of eyerything." 

" But he keeps ns when there's nothing doing. I 
don't like to steal a mareh on him, and yet I am 
plaguy short of rhino." 

Willy saw his opportunity. " It's now or never," 
said he ; " so eome along." 

They hurried along, and at length got near to the old 
haunt, and having tied up the horses, they walked to 
the cave, where they found Gifford and Naney alone. 
He was talking to her, as he always would to others, 
of the miseries of a bad life, and the blessed hope of 
rest beyond the grave. 

"Preaehin* again, old fellow?" said Willy, as he 
entered the cave. 

" Yes, in season and out of season," said Gifford. 
" I shall preaeh while I live." 

" Well, Nanee will hear no more of it : you must 
eome with us, and that direetly; our orders are to 
take you away." 

" And who gave those orders ?" said Nanee. " Phil 
said Master Gifford was not to move until he eame 
baek, and he shan't go for none of you." 

"Nanee, let's have no quarrelling," said Willy; 
" there's Tom and I have our orders, and Master Gif- 
ford's to go, quietly if he likes, and if not — " 

" If not, what?" said Naney. 

Willy's look was answer enough. It spoke all the 
demon within him. !N'ancy thought to gain time. 

" Wait," said she, "until Jack eomes baek. He will 
be here for dinner, and let's hear what he has to say . 
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" Come along, old Sir," said Tom ; and Willy nodded 
to him to say it was all right : Gifford, prepared for all 
things, rose quietly to go. 

Naney rose to interfere, and said he should not 
go, and that if Gifford went she would go with him ; 
she eried, and then, in a paroiysm of rage, threw her- 
self at the mouth of the cave. 

Westeomb Willy was not to be moved ; he drew 
her away, and Tom then led Gifford into the opening 
and thrust him forward. He erept on, until he eame to 
the light, whieh almost blinded him, and knowing 
that it was useless to try to eseape, he stood until 
they were joined by Westeomb Willy, who had struek 
Naney a blow that stunned her, and then had rushed 
out of the cavem, resolving to go there no more, un- 
less it were to fulfil his threat of breaking up the 
nest. There was no time for delay: so hastening 
Gifford on, Trieky Tom on one side and Willy on the 
other dragged him as they best eould to the plaee 
where the horses were tethered, and then putting him 
on the worst horse and tying his feet, they led the 
way and struek rapidly into bye-roads to avoid ob- 
servation or pursuit ; onee away from the woods, they 
knew that neither Jack nor Phil eould pursue, as they 
had no horses, and would probably miss them on the 
road if they found means of pursuit. After a ride of 
two hours, they slaekened their paee, and began to 
talk of a plaee for getting something to eat. Tom told 
Will of a house on theirroad, about an hour's journey 
further, where, if they told a good story, they eould 
get plenty, as the man was a cavalier, and very zealous 
in the King's eause ; it was resolved to represent Gif- 
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ford as a prisoner of war being eonToyed to Winehes- 
ter Gastle. It was npwards of tbree hours after they 
left the eaye ere they reaehed the ' Bobin Hood/ and 
enquired if thej eould be aeeommodated with food, 
and Bafe eustody for a Puritau paptain. 

** Yes/' said the landlord, " and a halter too, for as 
many erop-heads as you ean bring;" forthwith he 
assisted with seal and interest to unbind Griffmrd and 
eonyey him to the house. 

" Tou are old for a traitor/' said he to Gifford ; 
*' I should haye thought that your grey hairs might 
haye taught yoja more wisdom." 

" And I," 6»d Gifford, "that they would haye ob- 
tained me more respeet firom a younger man." 

The innkeeper was nlent, for he was not with- 
out feeling ; he saw how eyidently superior G-ifford 
was to the fellows who had eharge of him, and did 
what he eould to make him comfortable^ and to pro- 
yide him with dinner. Both Tom and WiU drank 
hard, but they oould only stay for an hour to rest the 
horses, then they again started with their prisoner, 
taking the high road, as they knew tbat the eayaliers 
held the road, and that they were seeure. G-ifford 
asked them to take him to London, and promised 
them a large reward, ond that if they eame to any 
harm he -would suffer rather than they should be 
injured: but Wi^y was too mueh afraid: he had 
earried off Gifford eontrary to Phil's orders ; he had 
injured him in eyery way, and eould not belieye that 
any promise would be kept ; be thought that he was 
aafe to get the reward, beeause it was offered by pro- 
elamatioui and eould not be refused : so he eoneluded 
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that he would go to Winehester, and thither he pur- 
Bued his way. 

Gifford did not give way to any unmanly eomplain- 
ings ; he understood the eharaeters of the men who 
had him in their power, and rightly eoneluded that 
they were eapable of any deed, eyen the baseness of 
taking blood-money, they were eertain that the eap- 
tain would be tried, and eondemned too, for treason 
and rebellion. It was nearly midnight when they Brst 
saw Winehester Gathedral, and the ehimes had already 
struek the hour before they arriyed at the Gastle gate- 
way. They were admitted to the guard-room as soon 
as they had stated their business, and brought in the 
prisoner, but the officer of the guard deelined to awake 
his superiors, and told Westeomb Willy that he must 
eome again in the moming. 

" And we'll bring Ghifford with us too," said Willy. 

"No, no," said the officer; "leave him." 
I want the reward for the man," said WiUy. 
Hah !" said the officer, " you ean wait for the blood- 
money, you yillain. — ^I must unfortunateIy detain you, 
Sir," said he to Gifford, " if it be a mis^ortune to rid you 
of sueh eompanions." Saying this, he ealled a seryant 
to take Gifford to his room and to giye him food, and 
then to remoye him to a room in the Gastle ; and turn- 
ing away from Willy and Trieky Tom, with the word 
' yillains' onhis lips, he walked out of the guard-room. 
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GHAPTER XnL 

"WHEiir Jack retumed to the cave, he was sup- 
prised to see Naney lying on the floor ; he ealled to 
her, but she made him no answer ; then he looked, 
and saw that she had received a violent blow, and 
he thought that she had been killed. GiAbrd, too, 
was gone. Had he or his eompanions traeked Phil, 
and after taking him prisoner, struek Naney, and 
taken Gifford away ? But then there were no marks 
of any scuffle, and he knew enough of both Tom and 
"Willy to suspeet foul play at their hands. Leaving 
Naney for a moment, he lit a toreh to eiamine the 
wound more elosely, then fancying that she breathed, 
he got some water and eontinued bathing her face, 
until at length she shewed signs of life. After a 
time she sat up, and reeognising Jack, she said, 
"Whereishe?" 

" Who ?" asked Jack ; " who, Nanee P" 

" Master Gifford. Will and Tom took him, and 
beeause I eried and said he should not go, Will hit 
me a terrible blow, and I don't remember anything. 
My head aehes,— my poor head," she said, and then 
relapsed into silenee. 

Jack did not know what to do, and therefore waited 
quietly, hoping every hour that Phil would retum ; 
but the hours seemed very long, and although Naney 
had recovered, she was still weak, and when it was 
long past sunset Jack sat near the entranee to the 
cave watehing for Phil's approaeh. At last he heard 
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liis whistle, and going up to him, told him what had 
happened. eautioning him not to alarm Naney, as 
she was yery weak. 

'* Qo in first, Jack/' said Phil, hardly able to speak, 
"and tell her Tm eoming." 

Jack did as he was bid ; and heartily glad Phil was, 
for when she saw him she fainted, and lay for some 
time as one dead. 

" If ever I eateh "Willy lie shall die for this," said 
Phil ; " whererer I find him I'U kill him as I would 
any dog, if I hang for it the next moment." 

" He must be a yillain,'' said Jack, *' to half kill a 
woman that has fed and sheltered him when he waa 
rtinning for his life." 

"HeUl eome to no good," said PhH; "but he'll 
keep out of our way." 

" Tes, and peaeh on us if he gets a ehanee. He's 
often said that he would break up the nest,'' replied 
Jack. 

When Naney eame to herself, she begged Phil to 
leave the cave, and to go right away from Bateombe 
and its neighbourhood. "We shall never do any 
good. Master Gifford said truly that sooner or later 
evil would overtake us, I think that even now we 
are not far from trouble, — Westeomb Willy ean bring 
the eonstables on us any hour." 

" He knows better," said Phil ; " he knows me too 
well to face me," 

"Yes," said Naney, "to face you, but not to set 
the bull-dogs of the law upon us." 

" Where ean we go, Nanee ?" said Phil. " Every- 
body knows me for miles round, and there isn't a 
ehauee for me, — is there, Jack ?" 



122 ALIOE LISLS: 



" No," said Jack : " but for aU that, Td go. I won't 
forsake you* Phil, but if you go away I will go aud 
B6rve the King; for there isn't mueh work that I 
eare to do.*' 

Naney prepared supper, though feeble, and it waS 
yery late before they lay down to rest. Phil told his 
wife how well the Giffbrds had behayed to him, 
shewing Naney the money whieh had been gireii 
him. '^I would haye let him go, as I am a liying man 
I would, iNaney ; and I'd haye giyen all this money 
to the other three: but it's of no use now; if for 
downright wiekedness Will has not killed him, he has 
taken him to Winohester ; there is not a ehanee iot 
the poor old man." 

Naney eried yery bitterly. " Pray, Phil, go, — ^pray, 
Phil, leaye this plaee ! the money you haye got will 
keep us until we get far enough away, and I would go 
a hundred miles now at this moment, if I eould be 
sure neyer to eome here again." 

"Well, Nanee, you are a braye girl; you haye 
bome this life for me many years, and you shall 
haye your tum." 

"God bless you, Phil," said Nanee; "but when 
shall we go ? for I eannot rest here ; I fancy eyery 
moment that I see Will eoming here.'' 

" To-morrow moming we will go, Naney ; let us now 
take our last rest here; neither Tomnot Will ean 
reaeh us to-night, they are too busy on their errand ; 
and I wish it may lead both of them to a halter. 
Good-night, Nanee," said Phil; and he was soon 
sleeping soundly. 

Not so Naney ; she was too glad to sleep, and tod 
excited ; it was long before she dozed, and then it waji 
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to dream of the old house on the eommon ; then to 
wakoy and dream again, until she started up suddenly, 
and saw Phil taking down the guns, and paeking away 
useful and light things for an early Aight. 

When Naney rose, " Come, girl," he said, " let us 
have a good meal, for it's the last we shall take here ; 
I am just about to paek up, and to leave a little 
present for any kind friend that may try to break up 
our nest ; I dare say the right man will get it." 

Jaok laughed; he did not quite understand what 
Phil meant to do, but he was quite sure that he would 
be even with Will; it was his clevemess that had 
made him leader in the forest, and a sort of king of 
the outlaws. 

Naney was never more busy : she made a sa^oury 
dish» and baked some meat to earry away in their 
wallets ; got out all the bread and toasted it a^resh, 
and then brought out some beer. 

Phil and Jack were merry, and poor Naney was 
quite cheerful ; she ate heartily, saying at eaeh mouth- 
ful it was her happiest meal ; but every now and then 
Phil laughed so loudly that Naney said, " What's up, 
Phil ? what's up ?" 

" You shaU see, girl, — ^you shall see !*' 

They sat long over the meal, and when Phil got up 
he fluDg his stool into the fire. iN'aney said, " Why 
are you buming the stools ?" 

" Who wants 'em, Nanee ? only villain8 now know 
where to find them, and any how, they shall have only 
one little present from Old Phil, or Old Pile, as they 
sometimes eall me; they won't peaeh twiee on us. 
Eah! hah! I will shew them how to smoke out 
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rabbits ;" and another stool went into the fire, and 
then another, until Naney said, " It's so hot that we 
eannot bear it long." 

"Nor we don't want to it;" and saying this, Phil 
began to destroy eyerything in the cave, and to pile 
up a quantity of strong timber against the outlet. 
Having done this, he began to earry out all that they 
intended to keep, Jack giving hitn a ready hand, and 
waiting to see wbat he ealled the final toueh. The 
guns were earried out, one still remained: "Shall 
I take it ?" said Jack. 

'* No," said Phil, « not yet. Is aU out ?" 

"Yes,** said Naney. "I have got all my elothes 
on, and tied up my kit, and there*s enough for two 
days* food, eat as mueh as we will." 

""Well!" said Phil; and he began to damp down 
the fire, and then, with Jack, to lay some old skins 
near it, and to eut some fresh skins into strips : he 
then tied them aeross a frame-work, and loading the 
gun to the muzzle, he primed it well, put in a new 
flint, and tied the trigger to the eentre of the frame. 

" Now, Jack," said he, " just look at my snare fop 
a fox." 

« Eh !" said Jack : " let me see." 
' '* He looks in ; all*s quiet : he ereeps on, and pushes 
against the ropes, and bang goes the gun, and has him. 
Now, Jack, go," said Phil, "and don't tell Nanee, 
for it's a tieklish job to set the snare." It was some 
time before Phil eame out, and when he did he 
laughed and skipped about until Naney said he waa 
mad with joy at leaving. Only one thing more re- 
mained to be done, and that was to plug upthe ehimney, 
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and to remove a few marks well known to the forest- 
ers. This done, the three left the cave, and took the 
shortest way that led them on the high road to the 
north. The morning was eloudy, and when they 
started neither felt mueh inelined to talk. Phil said 
that they must walk at least twenty miles that day, and 
get away from any one who would know them. He 
had taken many preeautions to avoid being known 
before he left the forest, and Jack said they would 
not know one another in a strange town ; but Naney, 
always anxious, said she should know Phil anywhere, 
and 80 would the justices if they eaught him ; but he 
had so far eseaped them, and she hoped that he was 
safe. About eleven o'eloek the day eleared up, and 
Naney proposed a halt, and a seat by the road-side to 
eat some of the venison, and to lighten her load. The 
men were very willing, and passed some good jokes 
during their meal, whieh they ended by offering the re- 
mains of that to a beggar, Phil telling him he fared 
like a lord. Then starting forward, they resolved not 
to halt until they eould rest for the night; and Naney, 
sileneing every feeling of fatigue by a strong will, de- 
termined that she would never propose a halt until they 
had plaeed a hundred miles between themselves and 
their old habitation. " They shall not know us, Phil ; 
and whether we be converted or not, as Master Gif- 
ford talks about, we will try and lead honest lives.'* 

"It's veryhard to be honest," said Phil, "when 
every man ealls ' rogue' after you ; there*s many the 
time it's made me a thief out of spite, beeause it 
seemed as if all the world were agin me." 

" They hurt us mainly," said Nanee, " when they 
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tumed UB off the eommon ; I eould hare gone to death 
with you then, Phil, and many times sinee." 

" Aye, aye, girl," said Phil. 

Jack sung and whistled^now and again asking Nanoy 
if she would hear the old forest song P 

** No more, no more," said Nanoy. So talking and 
walking, the twenty miles were passed over, and then 
another mile hefore they reaehed the little road-side 
inn where they took up their lodgings for the night. 

•'We hayen't paid for lodgings," said Jack, "for 
Bome time." 

"No," said Naney, "nor slept so far from a prison 
for many a long year." 

Phil laughed. 



GHAPTER XIV. 



Fboic the moment that Phil Glarkson had left the 
Grange, Aliee had tried by eyery means to hear news 
of her father. He was aliye, and she did not think 
likely to 8uffer any harm from the man she had seen» 
one who had brought tidings of him to spare their suf- 
fering. She sent a seoond messenger to Lisle, begging 
him to exert his inAuenee with the Parliamentarians 
to diseoyer her father, and to obtain his liberty by 
offering to ezchange him for any of the King's oMeers 
then in London. Lisle readily eomplied with Aliee's 
request, and sent down one of his men to see if any 
tidings eould be obtained as to any suspeeted persons. 
Mr. Wentworth had ealled at the Grange to eondole 
with Mary GiSbrd and her daughter ; and, while la- 
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menting the eourse whieh Gifford had pursued, pro- 
mlBed that if he eould obtain any elue to his plaee of 
ooneealmenty he would at onee inform them. Some of 
the people said that they had missed the foresters for 
a week or more, but then, they were sometimes hid 
away for a month or two, and they eould have no mo- 
tiye to take anybody prisoner, and if they knew of the 
reward ofered by prodamation for the arrest of Gif- 
ford, thej were not likely men to ask for or to get it. 

Many were indlned to bhime Mary foc letting Phil 
Glarkson go, but she said that he eame from her hus- 
band, and under the proteetion of his promise, and 
she knew him well enough to be assured that he would 
keep it, even if it eost him his life. When Lisle's 
man attempted to traek Glarkson, he found that no 
one had seen him, although everybody knew him; 
they deekred that he had never been oaught, and 
never would be eaught, and it was more than they 
would like to do to have any hand in putting friend 
or foe on Phil's traek. He was a good friend, but he 
lefb his marks on his enemies, and they knew it. All 
attempts in the neighbourhood were fruitleBS ; it was 
owing to the villany of Westeomb WiUy that Aliee at 
last diBcovered where her father was. 

We must now retum to the party at Winehester. 

When Willy left the guard-house, he said, " Tom, 
1*11 lay any money the fellows won't pay, but I'll go 
to-morrow, and have another try ; we ean't lose any- 
thing by trying. 

"trnless they know us," said Tom; "I oan tell 
you, I shall give Winehester a wide berth for many 
a long day." 
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" We ean go to the ' Blaek BuU ;' they know me 
there, and won't do me a bad turn ; we ean sell old 
Gifford's horse, and if you will give me half the horse- 
money, I'll go to London, and see what offers there. 
I'll not go without trying it on, and if I ean't sell the 
old erop-head, 1*11 peaeh on Phil, and turn up his den. 
I hate him ; he's so sauey like, and thinks he knows 
eyerything ; but I ean teaeh him a thing or two." 

" It's hard to say that, Will ; I have know'd Phil 
eiarkson, on and off, seven years, and he never did 
any man an ill turn, unless he eut up nasty ; I 
wouldn*t be in your shoes, no, nor in any man's 
that Phil owed any mortal thing to ; he'd pay 'era, 
to a penny." 

" He owes me enough," said "Will. 

" What for ?" said Trieky Tom. 

" Well, he ordered Gifford to be kept, as you know ; 
and as you don't know, ril tell you— -I knoeked Nanee 
on the head." 

" Well, you are the devirs own ehild," said Tom, 
"to hurt a woman that has fed you and hid you 
many's the day, when a word would have made 
you danee the slaek rope; and she didn't like you, 
neither.*' 

" I know it, I know it," said Willy ; " but eome, 
let's to the-*Black Bull,' and to-morrow, if you sell 
the horse, we'U share." 

Upon this arrangement they went to the " Blaek 
Bull." Tom was well known, for he spent his money 
freely; and there was no difficulty in finding beds, 
nor in selling Gifford's horse for little more than half 
its real worth. The landlord did a little business in 
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the horse hne, and, like moBt of the elass, did not 
eonsider honesty any part of his ealling. 

It was late in the moming before Westeomb Willy 
awoke, and then it was to yery iinpleasant reflections. 
He did not like to go to the Gastle, for fear of being 
Beized upon fpr some of his many erimes ; but there 
was no getti^ Trieky Tom to go, he therefore set 
out to trj his luek. When he got to the guard-room 
and named his business, he was little notieed. He 
saw one man after another go in to the officer in 
eommand, and a deserter tied up and Aogged. At 
last he went in : on being asked what he eame for, he 
said he was eome for the reward ofiered for bringing 
in Gaptain Qifibrd, a traitor. 

*' And you are the fellow who did that business ?" 
said the officer. 

"Yes, Sir," said WiU; "I may say, almoat by 
myself." 

" It's a thing to be proud of," said the officer. 

" Tes, Sir," said Tom ; " he was a yery busy man 
about Bateombe." 
I " And what are you ?" said the officer. 

«I, Sir?" saidWiU; "I?" 

" yes, you," said the officer, sharply. 

" I sell horses." 

'* And men too, when you ean eateh them." 

•'Yeg, I suppose it is so, Sir," said Will; "but 
I'm badly off ; I've had nothing to-day, Sir.^' 

" And nothing will you get here. We shall keep 
Goptain Gifford, as you eall him, but you must find 
those who offered the reward. We pay nothing, I 
can tell you. So off; unless you want the eats." 
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Will slunk away, angry with everybody, and saying 
that he was paid out for taking the old fellow from 
Phil. On his retum he told Tom of his ill luek, and 
persuading him to take only a third of the money for 
Gifford's horse, they break^asted together, and then 
parted eompany ; Tom to try his fortunes in London, 
and Will to go baek again to Bateombe, where he had 
a seheme for tuming his ill-fortune into money. He 
proposed to himself to retum to Bateombe Grange, 
to tell the Qiffords where the Gaptain was, and per- 
suade them that it was under Phil darkson's orders 
they had taken him to Winehester ; and thus eombin- 
ing reyenge with his anxiety for money, he proposed 
to lead Gi^Tord's men to the eaye, and to betray Phil 
and Jack. There appeared to be ererything to fa- 
Your this plan ; and Gifibrd eould not be got out of 
prison for some time. WiU had no sooner sketehed 
out his plan, than he resolyed to put it into execu- 
tion ; before midnight he was within ten miles of 
Bateombe, whieh he proposed to yisit early on the 
following moming. Meanwhile he embelUshed his 
story, and went to sleep at the inn, where he was 
well known. 

Tbe moming broke with threatenings of a storm ; 
the elouds were hurried along by the wind, and the 
dead branehes eraekled as they broke from the trees 
and strewed the paths. WiU was by no means pleased 
with the prospeet of his joumey, and took a long puU 
at the beer-ean before he yentured to leaye the inn. 
He thought oyer his story, and it seemed to him a 
yery Ukely one to deeeiye the Giffords, and he ealeu- 
lated that he waa first as to time in giying any eer- 
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tain inteUigenee of him. He tlierefore walked rapidly, 
and found himsel^ about eight o'oloek at the draw- 
bridge of Bateombe Grange. He was asked his busi» 
nessy and when he said that he eame from Gaptain 
Gifford, found yery little difficulty in obtaining aoeess 
to Mary Gifford and her daughter. When Willy was 
brought into the great hally he was hardly allowed to 
speak. 

'' Is my father alive P" asked Aliee. 

'* Is my husband liyiog and well ?" asked Mary. 

" He is, and a prisoner in Winehester Gastle. I 
took him there myself, and gave him up safely to the 
offieer there," said Willy. 

" How eould you be so eruel?" said Mary; " I would 
have given you all the money we had, to have had 
him here." 

" I wish I had done it," said Will; " but PhU dark- 
Bon made me earry him to Winehester.'' 

"And was that the man who eame here?" said 
Aliee. 

" Likely enough," said Will ; " he has face enough 
to go anywhere, and devil enough in him to do any 
man harm. I took your father away as quick as I 
oould, to save his life." 

"But we gave him money," said Mary, "and a 
Bible for the Gaptain. Did he get nothing ?" 

"Nothing at all," said Will; "he bid me eome 
and tell you where he was, and promised me a good 
reward." 

"And you shall have it, good man," said Kary. 
''We hoped that the man who had eome to us, 
and brought us a note, would have been a friend 
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to my poor huabaad, but he iuuBt have deeeiyed 

UB." 

''He would deeeiye any saint/' said WiU; "he 
eould talk BO deyer : and he was, for all that, eruel^ 
and as bad as eould be." 

''Do you think he waa erud.to my husband P" 
said Mary. 

" I know he was," said WiU. '* He took him, and 
brought him to the eaye. I was one under him, but 
we did as he told ub." 

*' Gould you take U8 to the cave ?" said Maiy. 

^' If I waa paid as well aa Phil waB, I oould/' said 
"Will. 

Mary went to a boz, and taking out some gold, gave 
it, and promised more if he would take two of her men 
to the cave, and shew them where her husband had 
been. Aliee said she would also go. 

** I will not go wiUi two, but I will with four, if 
the young woman wiil keep out of aight until we 
eateh Phil and his wife.'' 

'^Had the man a wife?" said Mary; '^and eould 
any woman abuBO a man like Oifford? The Lord 
have merey on ub ; we live in evil times. Tou had 
better not go, Aliee, for who ean tell what may hap- 
pen, and the day ia very stormy." 

Aliee begged hard to go, and four of the truBtiest 
men, heavily armed, being soon ready, Will was told 
that if he did aa he promised he should be amply 
rewarded. It seemed a very good beginning for Will ; 
he had been well fed, and got money, and he had a 
promise of more ; yet he did not like to face Phil : he 
had injured him too deeply to espeet any forgivene88, 
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and, of eourse, he must ereep into tlie eare firBt ; but 
then he eould do it eautioualyy and see if anything 
was wrang. 

When they set out the wind had not abated, and 
before they reaehed the fore8t Aliee was obliged to be 
lefb at a &rm-house, and the men insisted that they 
would press on without her; she unwillingly eon- 
sented, beeause she saw that she delayed their pro- 
gress. WiU eautioned them as to Phil's great strength 
and aetiyity. 

" We have fought with Oolonel Treyor's men, and 
are not afraid of any of you," said one of the men. 

They found the way through the forest very diffi- 
eult, and the storm shook the trees to their very 
roots ; they saw many- of the old trees uprooted, 
and only their aniiety to find any tidings of their 
master indueed them to press on. At last they eame 
to the plaoe whieh indieated the road to the cave; 
the mark was gone, and Will was at &ult. 

'* I see how it is," said he ; " Phil knows I shall be 
on his traeks, and he has made np his mind to deeeiye 
me ; but it will not do." 

'S'oT a long time Will was at fault, and eould not 
find any traoes of the entranee of the cave ; the rain 
fell in torrents, and the men began to think that they 
were deeeiyed. 

'* Gome," said one» " let's have no more nonsense ; 
if you know, tell us ; and if not, let us go." 

" I shall find it," said WilL " Many's the hundred 
times I have been there, but then we always had eer. 
tain stone marks, and they are all moved, so that they 
deceive me." At last Will ealled out, ^'Here it is;" 
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and shouting ^' Phil Glarkson !" he hoped to see Phil 
eome out of the eaye. All was silent, and Will went 
to the ehimney, whieh he knew ; there was a stone 
on it. 

" They are gone," said "Will, " or up to something." 

Presently a thin line of smoke eurled up the ehim- 
ney, and Will eould not tell what to make of it. He 
asked one of the men to listen, and for fiye minutes 
all were silent ; thej heard only the howlings of the 
tempe^t, and felt only the pelting rain, whieh drenehed 
them to the skin. 

" This is no use," said one of the men ; " now, mas- 
ter, you try the mouth of the eaye ; 1*11 wateh here." 

'^ But suppose Phil's there ; he'll haye my life, as 
sure as you stand there. He must haye heard us, and 
he may be now eoyering us with a rifle." 

" Tou haye brought us here," said the man, " and 
unless you shew us the way into the eaye, you go to 
Bateombe, and then to London, where you will swing 
for betraying our Gaptain." 

" Giye me a knife and a pistol," said Will, " and 
you try the ehimney, as if going to get down it, 
and I'U wait a bit, and then quietly get up the tunnel 
and listen.'* 

The men did as they were bid, and tore away mueh 
of the ehimney lining, hearing now and then great 
stones fall on the hearth, eaeh followed by a shower 
of sparks. They then thought that Phil and his eom- 
panions were in the eaye. Will waited, for he had a 
presentiment of eoming eyil. At length he went in 
and listened: he eould only hear the falling stones. 
Presently he got to the frame^ " There is something 
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up," be said, and eutting the skins with his knife, he 
tried to pull the framework out. One small pieee of 
tough hide only held the trigger, and the sudden 
wreneh eaused a tremendous eiplosion. The gun 
had burst, and shattered Will's head to pieees, blow- 
ing one portion of his body to the mouth of the eaye. 

'' He's determined to hold out/* said the men, and 
rushing to the caye*s mouth they saw that their guide 
was blown to pieees. Phil Clarkson*s snare for fozes 
had destroyed a thorough yillain. 

As it was useless to try to go any further without 
tools, the men agreed to mark the trees through the 
forest, and to return immediately to tell Aliee of the 
ill sueeess of their mission. They therefore turned 
their steps to the farm-house, and found Aliee wait- 
ing impatiently for any news of her father whieh they 
eould bring. The horrible intelligenee of Will*s death 
without any hand being seen only convinced her the 
more of Phil Clarkson*s eourage and wiekedness. She 
begged help from the farm, and the men set out with 
shoyels and axes, resolving to dig up the eaye, and 
enter &om the roof. They had so eleyerly marked 
their route, that it was an easy matter to return, and 
they saw that there were no marks of any footsteps 
but their own round the ehimney. So while two men 
stood with loaded pistols ready to fire into the eaye if 
any one appeared, the othors worked with piek and 
shoyel, and in less than an hour it was an easy matter 
to see a little into the eondition of the eaye, — whieh 
was in utter confu8ion. One of the men yolunteered 
to deseend, and ealling out to his eomrades that all 
appeared to be right, they sent two more men down 
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with a rope, and haTing taken up a brand irom the 
Bmouldering ashes, they kindled a fire, to see more 
easily into the reeesses of the eaye. It had been eyi- 
dently inhabited yery latelj, how lately they eould 
not tell, and then leisnrely eyaeuated. The portions 
of the diseharged gun were seattered in eyery di* 
reetion. They had now to look for Will, and he 
was drawn out almost blown to pieees; but it was 
agreed to leaye him in the eaye. The leather tied to 
the trigger of the gun shewed that Phil Glarkson had 
eipeeted to be betrayed, and had proyided against it. 
When Aliee again saw the men retoming, she asked 
if thej had any tidings of anything belonging to her 
father, and finding that nothing was left in the eaye, 
and that Glarkson had proyided against any pursuit, 
she retumed home late to her mother, resolying to 
send to Lisle all the partieulars of her iather's eap- 
ture, as gleaned from eiarkson and Will ; and she sat 
up the greater part of the nigbt preparing for the 
departure of a messenger at break of day. She begged 
Lisle to send to Winehester and to get a safe eonduet 
for herself and her mother, adding that, if permitted, 
they would gladly share her father's prison, and fulfil 
their duties to him. Haying Snished her letters, 
Alioe threw herself on her bed, and, wom out with 
iatigue, was soon fast asleep. 
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OHAPTEB XV. 

"Whbk the messenger arriyed with tlie letter from 
Aliee, Lisle was preyented from going to Bateombe 
Grange by the urgeney of politieal a^Tairs, but he 
sent immediately to the Gheneral in eommand, begging 
him to elaim the Gaptain as a prisoner of war, and to 
offer an eiehange for him. Pairfax promised that it 
should be done, and sent immediately to the Gastle 
at Winehester. He received for reply that Gifford*s 
eommission eould not be reeognised ; he was detained 
for treason, and for proeuring the death of Golonel 
Trevor, an o£&cer in the King's service. To this 
Fairfax replied that the Parliamentary eommissions 
must obtain the same respeet as the Eing's, or he 
should be obliged to retaliate ; and it would be very 
painful to him to deprive many gentlemen of the pri- 
vileges whieh their eommissions, rather than their 
eharaeters, obtained them ; that Gaptain Gifford had 
been merciful in victory, sparing Trevor House from 
plunder, and receiving wounded men into his own 
house. This remonstranee proeured for Gifford the 
treatment of a prisoner of war, and although they 
promptly returned a refusal to an offer of esehange 
for an officer of superior rank, he was allowed to write 
to his wife and daughter, and assure them of his 
safety, and that Lisle was at work for him; he also 
told them to be kind to Phil Glarkson, wbo, he said, 
had behaved kindly, and would, he thought, have 
brought him baek to the Grange, had not two othera 
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of the gang earried him away by force, and brought 
him to his prison-house. 

When Aliee read her father'B letter to her mother, 
she was grieyed to see how pale her eountenanee 
beeame. 

" I shall neyer see your father again, Aliee," said 
she; "but tell him — tell him — " and tottering, she 
would have fallen had not a seryant eaught her in her 
arms. Aliee was shoeked, but she neither shrieked 
nor eried. She ran immediately for some hartshom, 
and then sent for the doetor ; who was with her after 
an houv's eamest watehing. 

'* It is a fit/' he said, *' and she may neyer reeoyer 
it ; the shoek has been too great for her to bear. She 
is not so strong as she was." 

*' No," said Aliee ; " she has had mueh trouble for 
some time. But do you not think she will speak 
again ?" 

" Probably not," said the doetor. " I will do what 
is best for her, but the end is not in our hands." 

"No, no," said Aliee; "and I will try to say, God's 
will be done." 

When the surgeon left, Aliee began to reyiew her 
position. Her father in prison, and without any pros- 
peet of release ; her mother speeehless, and probably 
a helplesB inyalid for the rest of her days. She knelt 
down, and prayed feryently for the guidanee of a kind 
Proyidenee, and was not long before she found relief, 
and eyen comfort. " I shall not be left alone," she 
said : and she had not long lefti her mother's room, 
when Mr. Wentworth ealled, and saying that he 
had heard of her affliction, ofiered his house as her 
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home until some of her friendB eould eome to her 
asBistanee. He then went to Mary Oifford*B room, 
and ofiered up the prayers for the siek, shewing all 
his former kindness to Aliee. She then told him of 
her engagement to Lisle, of her intention to write 
to him, and beg of him to obtain some eipression of 
her father'B wishes as to the farm, and to tell him 
that her mother was yery ill and unable to write. 
Aliee hoped for a time to eoneeal the truth in its 
fullest eitent ; she was without hope, but how eould 
she write this to a father in prison. 

On reeeipt of the letter, Lisle sent again to Oif- 
ford, and said if he eould get a pass he would eome 
to him ; but as it inyolved delay, he begged for his 
eonsent to his marriage with Aliee, that he might 
haye some elaim, as her lawful proteetor, to look after 
her interests. 

Gifford's reply was frank, — that he had long looked 
on Lisle as his son, and that he left everjthing in his 
hands. He suggested, if it eould be done, that his 
wife should go to London, and the farm be let. He 
said that, as to the Orange being of any use now, it 
was rather the reverse, and that Lisle would under- 
stand how to aet. 

Lisle, immediately on the reeeipt of this letter, 
applied for an eseort, and set out for the Orange. 
He knew enough of the King's party to despise the 
bad management whieh prevailed in their eouneils; 
but he knew that there were yillains roving through 
the eountry ready to get money at any eost, and from 
any party. He resolyed, therefore, to run no risk, 
espeeially as he seemed to be the only person who 
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eould help G-itiTord or relieye Aliee froin her namerous 
difficultie8. On setting out from town be heard ru* 
moun of the advance of a body of the King's troops, 
but they were soon diseoYered to be falBe. Tbe King's 
eause was beeoming eyery day weaker, and eaeh month 
strengthened the Parliamentarians, and gave them, 
what they most needed, confidence in their leaders 
and in the ultimate BueeeBS of their eause. The jour- 
ney was almost without any ineident, eieept it was 
that they stopped at the house where Garlyon had 
obtained the cavalier'B despatehes, and heard from 
Boniface how eleyerly the hater of all erop-heads 
had been shom. 

And Lisle was onee more a guest at the Ghrange ; 
but from the tirst moment that he entered the doors 
he felt that he had eome to a house of mourning. 
The men were ready to wait upon him ; his horse 
was taken from him ; and Aliee ran to meet him, 
but it was with so full a heart that she burst into 
tears, and fell into his arms. 'She reeoyered herself 
immediately, and replied to Lisle's gentle words with 
her usual quiet manner. 

" I am yery ^oolish,'* she said, " not to eontrol my- 
8elf ; but I eould not see you witbout thinking of 
my poor father, and feeling bitterly my mother's sad 
eondition." 

'' And is she any better P" said Lisle. 

** I think not ; sometimes we think that she knows 
us, and then she sinks baek as if oyerpowered with 
tiie emotion of trying to utter something ; and then/' 
Aliee said, the tears running down her eheeks, '* it is 
sad to see her." 
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Lisle asked if he might see her, and Aliee said she 
was yery desirous that he should, and led him to her 
mother's room. At first she did not appear to know 
him, but as the mind seemed to assume its sway, she 
smiled at him, and looked at her daughter as if eom- 
mending her to his eare; then she again relapsed, and 
did not notiee anything that was passing around her. 

Lisle then spoke of Giibrd, and said that he had 
seeured for him the few priyileges of a prisoner of 
war ; but he eould not see him, for there was not time 
to get a pass, and to go to Winehester without was 
putting his head into the lion's mouth. 

" They will not hurt my father ?" said Aliee. 

" No," said Lisle, " we have too many of their side 
in our hands for him to be in danger, at least in 
greater danger than we are all in." 

" And are you in danger ?" 

" Tes, Aliee, our lives are every day in jeopardy. 
The eontest is no longer wbat it was, whether the 
Parliament shail exist, and perform legal functions; 
they are now the sovereign power, and the eontest 
is one of life and death, for whoever conquers, it 
will only be bloodshed, and the destruetion of all 
the leaders." 

Aliee sighed. ^' These are bad times, Lisle," she 
said ; " times that none of us eould foresee." 

"It is a great struggle for liberty, Aliee. The eourt 
is proAigate ; Ereneh manners, French religion, and 
French lieentiousneBS are everywhere; and the no- 
bility as 8elfish a raee as ever disgraeed a nation." 

" But some of them are good," said Aliee ; " and I 
hear that many aot with the Parliament." 
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"I do not trust them, Aliee. Some are seeretly 
boping to use us to help them to a erown ; but there 
is one man who will outplot them all, and eyen E8sex 
will not be able to stand before him." 

" And who is that ?" enquired Aliee, eagerly. 

'^ You do not know him. It is one of the Hunt- 
ingdon Gromwells, Oliyer bj name; a elear-headed 
man, who is profoundl7 io^bued with religious feel- 
ing, and diseiplines his troops to hear prayers and 
sermons daily. He is personally braye, and withal 
very clever in oouneil. He says little, but always 
speaks to the purpose, and pushes the King*s party 
to eitremes." 

*' But what will be the end ? wiU the King allow 
Gromwell to rule in his name, and make him a peer P" 
asked Aliee. 

" He is already too great for the King to do any- 
thing for him, and he knows that the palaoe is a fall- 
ing house." 

" And you would not like to say more/' said Aliee, 
" would you P" 

" No," said Lisle, " I should not like to express 
what I feel of the ealamities that must fall on some 
heads." 

" Not on my father*s, or on yours, I hope," said 
Aliee. 

" I eannot say where," said Lisle ; " but the present 
adyisers of the King eounsel him in extreme measures, 
and advise him to treat us, when conquered, as rebels; 
and while we know all that passes in the royal pre- 
senee, the King only knows the opinions of a few 
of our chief men; he is ignorant of the real inten- 
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tions of the strongest minds. But we must leave this 
subject, Aliee, and think what is to be done with 
the Grange. It is elearly useless now as a position 
for our reeruits ; and, sinee.the fall of Trevor House, 
we haye been so strong about here, that I think it 
would be as well to let the farm, and to remoTe 
your mother." 

" Gould she bear the remoyal ?" said Aliee, " That 
we must go henee, and speedily, I know, for I ean- 
not manage for all, although the men are kind, and 
help me in many ways that I did not expect." 

" True," said Lisle, " but your father feels, and I 
know, that the demands on your strength would be 
more than you eould bear. There would be a great 
loBS if the farm had to be sold." 

Aliee said, '*! am quite prepared to do what my 
father wishes, and have already begun to get eyery- 
thing I eould into order. The men you had seleeted 
from among the labourers are going away with your 
eseort, and then there only remains to let the iSEum 
and sell the eattle." 

'' And what will Aliee do ?" said Lisle. 

Aliee smiled, and said, '* I shall haye my duties, and 
they must be near one parent or other, or with both, 
if God wills ', and if not, where I ean do most, eyen if 
it be in a prison." 

'^ And will not Aliee share my home, if it is her 
parents* home too ?" 

*' Tes," said Aliee ; " I haye no greater earthly 
pleasure than to do my duty, and to please you, Lisle. 
You haye been my father*s friend, and my teaeher, 
and I ean never be worthy of your loye." 
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** Aliee, deap Aliee," said Lisle, " there is ever 
a light shadow in the darkest elouds: we will try 
and draw eoinfort froin these sad hours. But time 
presses on us^ we must aet first, and reflect afber* 
wards. May I see Mr. Wentworth to-morrow, and 
ask him to fix an early daj ^or our wedding P" 

" He has been yery kind," said Aliee, " and has 
done all he eould for me in my trouble. He knows 
of our engagement." 

'* Then I may speak to him freely,'* said Lisle; " and 
I will ask him to find a tenant for the farm. He maj, 
perhaps, prefer to find some Eoyalist ; but we must 
not mind that." 

''He does not, I think, know really who he ean 
depend on," said Aliee, "for there are many who 
ehange with sueeess." 



GHAPTER XVI. 



Lisle's aetiye disposition was felt throughout the 
Grange. He sent the eseort away on the evening of 
his arriyal, and thus eleared the household from the 
labour of proyiding for their wants, and at the same 
time he sent a &w rolunteers from among the farm 
laboorers. They had been always hal^-soldiers, half- 
labourers at the Orange sinee ike beginning of the 
troubles ; and Lisle thought it better to let the house 
retum to its former eharaeter. Li the morning he 
went to Mr. Wentworth, and although received with 
eoldness, yet Lisle felt that he was treated with re- 
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speet and kindness. He thanked tbe Beetor for his 
attention to bis friends, and was glad to &id tbat Mr. 
Wentwortb would marry him at any time be appointed, 

" We bave little time for preparations," said Lisle, 
*' and in Aliee Gifford*s lone eondition it is well that 
sbe sbould have proteetion." 

" Tes," said Mr. Wentwortb, " I do not know any 
house wbere tbe afflictions of tbe times haye fallen 
more beayily than on tbe Grange, yet perbaps in all 
tbe struggle tbere is not a man more eonseientious 
tban Gifford, tbougb most mistaken — most wonder-; 
fully wrong." 

" We must not diseuss tbese questions, Reetor, I 
tbink," said Lisle, '* altbougb I ean say tbat I am glad 
you understand my friend*s, I would say, father*s per. 
fect sineerity of purpose." 

" Most dangerously sineere," said Mr. Wentwortb ; 
" beeause be bas giyen up all, ease, religious peaee at 
home, property, and now liberty, and tbe reason, if 
not tbe life, of one who tenderly loved bim." 

Lisle was silent ,* he felt tbat Mr. Wentworth bad 
said mueb tbat was painfully true ; a few years seemed 
like an age of troubles. 

Mr. Wentwortb observing Lisle's silenee said, ** And 
will wbat be obtains be wortb tbe eost f All history 
sbews tbat politieal eontests have euded in tran8fer« 
ring power from one set of selSsb vested interests to 
anotber; and be tbat to-day is very liberal of bis 
neigbbour's property, is to-morrow selSshly eonser* 
yative of bis own." 

*' But we hope, Mr. Wentworth, to make the law 
equal to all men. We think that the King has inyaded 
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the liberties of the people in many ways. He has leyied 
money without the authority of Parliament; onoe 
allow this, and you will find England to be like 
France, ruled only by despotie power." 

*' I do not think that the two eountries ean ever be 
eompared," said Wentworth. ** The manners of the 
people are different, they belong to raees separated 
more widely by nationality than even by religious 
feeling; therefore no King would eyer obtain the 
power oyer a reflecting people, that is obtained OYer 
a fickle and ehangeable nation." 

*' Our nobles are not slow to imitate the Preneh," said 
Lisle, " and they will always lead the eommon people.'* 

" Yes," said Wentworth, " they wiU lead them, but 
they do not lead the yeomanry, nor the traders sprung 
&om them ; they, as a elass, haye separate interests 
and feelings, and are now the strength of your army — 
eertainly of Gromwell's." 

'' Doubtless it is so," said Lisle ; ** our first battles 
were lost beeause we had not any men equal in spirit 
to the King's party. But now we haye men who 
equal, and many who ezcel them." 

" I eannot see any hope for a peaee," said Went- 
worth. *' You feel your strength, and although it 
will eost England mueh blood and treasure to eon- 
quer the King's party, it will not bring peaee or 
repose to the land." 

•* Perhaps not," said Lisle, " but already the Par- 
liament has ireed us from the Star Ghamber, and the 
judges are appointed guamdiu se lene gesserint and 
not durmte bene phieito. Oppressed men haye been 
released; and monopolies lessened." 
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*'And many tyrannieal aets done by the Parlia- 
inent," said Wentworth ; ** many deeds tbat will turn 
Bome day witb tenfold yengeanee on tbeir autbors." 

" No, nOy Mr. Wentwortb ; tbe eiigeneies of Par- 
liament bave been great, tbey baye been obliged to 
mistrust great names ; tbey baye found tbe nation 
dragged into foreign wars to support a base minion of 
tbe eourt ; and if we find it impossibie to trust eom- 
mon men wbo lie and do not tbe trutb, bow sball we 
trust Prinees ?" 

'* We must not talk any furtber," said Went- 
wortb ; '* we are on ground wbere we eannot agree ; 
but I bope, sinee tbe war is removed from our neigb- 
bourbood, we sball live in peaee." 

" Yes/' said Lble ; *' we bave no seeret despatebes 



now." 



Mr. Wentwortb eoloured, and said, " No, but I bave 
never eoneealed my anxiety to serve tbe Soyalist 
eause, and I did wbat I tbougbt my duty." 

" True," said Lisle, " and I bope our revenge bas 
not been unebristian. Let me advise you, Mr. Went- 
wortb, not to run tbe same risk again. You owe it 
to tbat good man, Gifibrd, tbat your goods were left 
you in peaee." 

" 1 sball ever remember tbe kindness," said Went- 
wortb ; " I am quite aware tbat tbe village was in tbe 
bands of your troops, and bas been mercifully dealt 
witb." 

Tbey tben talked over tbe plans for leaving tbe 
farm ; Wentwortb reeommended a young man, tbe 
son of one of tbe farmers, wbo, be said, only minded 
bis own business, first to earry on tbe farm; and tben 
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to rent it. He was not sorry to look forward to a 
time when the yery sounds of war would pass away 
from them. 

A few days passed rapidly awaj, and Aliee plighted 
her troth at the altar of Bateombe to John Lisle. It 
eould not be a time of great fe8tivitj; even thoae 
bright dreams whieh usuaUy gladden sueh hours were 
darkened by the present eare of her siek mother and 
imprisoned father. And jet Aliee felt pleasure in the 
thought that eireumstanees had allowed her to be 
married where father and mother had been joined in 
holy wedloeky and where she had long worshipped. 
As in all great periods of our life, mueh of past min- 
gles with the present, so was it with Aliee ; she lived 
in a few minutes through many years of ehildhood 
and youth. There was not any alteration, eieept 
that it was another Seetor who blessed her union, 
and a friend's, but not a father*s hand whieh gaye her 
in marriage. Many of the yillagers gathered round 
the ehureh, or assembled within its walls, to see their 
friend and benefactress married. Many were the 
blessings inyoked upon Aliee and Lisle, as they were 
obliged to remain at the ehureh door to receive the 
greetings of those who had at the same tirae to 
take a last farewell. " You will eome and see us 
some time, Mistress Aliee/' said one. '' You will not 
leaye Bateombe for good and aye," said another ; and 
with kindly words and good wishes they walked baek 
again to Bateombe Grange. A soeial meal followed, in 
whieh Mr. Wentworth gladly joined them, with some 
of his parishioners ; and while it was difficult to meet 
without saying something of the state of the eountry» 
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they eontmed to aToid eyen the appearanee of dis- 
puting, they parted as men separated politieally, yet 
with mutual respeet and good feeling. 

Only a few days after, Lisle was summoned to Lon- 
don. Several seyere eheeks had mueh dispirited the 
Parliamentarians, and the moderate men were desirous 
to offer terms of peaee. It was one of the eyils of the 
times, that whenever either party obtained a sueeess 
there were always ready adviserB to avoid all eom- 
promise. Both parties felt the evil without being 
able to remedy it ; had the King been well advised« 
there were periods in the struggle when he might, 
with honour, have eoneiliated many of his enemies 
and disarmed others. Lisle was wanted to eneourage 
the citizens, and to unite some of the moderate and 
extreme men, who were at times as hostile to eaeh 
other as to the King. Aliee was reluetant to part 
with Lisle, but when she found that it was of import- 
anee to her father*s eause, she said, — 

" I will not express even a wish to detain you. Go, 
and if, Lisle, you'ean see my father, try to alleviate his 
troubles, and tell him that I will do what I ean to 
comfort my poor mother." 

It was evident to Lisle that Mary Gifibrd was sink- 
ing rapidly to her grave, and he resoWed that he would 
return to Bateombe as soon as he saw any improye- 
ment in publie affairs ; in whieh it seemed probable 
he would be ealled upon to take some leading part. 
But Gromweirs powerful mind was in the aseendant, 
whether present in Parliament or absent in fighting 
its battles. He kept the minds of men steadily to the 
end whieh he had in view, — the supremaey of the 
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Parliament over the King; eoneealing bis ultimate 
thougbt, whieh was to be supreme oyer all, and, witb- 
out the name, to wield a more tban regal power. To 
this end he used all parties : tbe pure republieans, of 
wbom John Lisle was one, boped that Gromwell would 
establish a republie on a firm basis and then yaeate 
the power to wbieb his energy and resolute will 
had adyaneed him ; at this time there seemed no pro- 
bability that the numerous riyals for power would 
fall under the dominion of one man. But Lisle had 
many fears. 

Among the Eastem Assoeiation, Gromwell was pow- 
erful by reason of his eonneetions, and his eonduet 
regarding the drainage of the Fen eountry; but he 
had triumphed in the north, and in tbe west, and 
eyery mouth was full of tbe deeds of Ironsides. Lisle 
began to fear that his ^riendship for Gromwell might 
lead him where he would not go, and he resolyed to 
ayoid tbe party 8trife, and to leaye London. 

Before his retum he made strenuous efbrts to 
obtain the liberty of Gaptain Gifford, but witb* 
out sueeess, and Lisle onee more set out for tbe 
Grange, not sorry to rest from the eontentions of 
party, and to be with one to whom he eould speak 
with confidence that he would be understood. Aliee 
weleomed Lisle, saying that if it was a siek house it 
was a peaceful home; that the laboura of the farm 
had been renewed, and that sbe had enjoyed more 
repose than she had done for some time. She had 
heard from ber father, who spoke of the opportuni- 
ties whieh the gaol afforded him of doing good, and 
ministering to perishing souls. He did not fear but 
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that he would ultimately be released by an exchange 
of prisoners ; Aliee said her chief anxiety was her 
mother^ who appeared to be failing rapidly; and it 
was not many days ere, supported by her ehild, and 
with Lisle by her side, she fell asleep, and passed 
from the world without a struggle. It was rest to 
Mary Gifford, but there was one far away to whom 
the intelligenee would eome as the filling up of the 
eup of earthly sorrows; after many tears, and long 
looking on the ealm face, smiling eyen in death, Aliee 
said, — 

" My father, my poor father ; and who ean tell it 
to him ?** 

" I must," said Lisle ; " but how P their separation 
muBt haye prepared his mind, and her iUness has been 
some waming. But it seems to me that all his desire 
for life will now be taken away." This anxiety in- 
dueed Lisle to suggest that they should leave the 
farm as soon as Mary Gifford was buried. 

" And I will go to my father," said Aliee ; " yes, 
Lisle, I know you will let me go and comfort him; 
and my intereessions may preyail where others haye 
faUed." 

A few days, those days of silenee and sorrow whieh 
preeeded the day of burial, were spent by Aliee and 
Lisle in deyotion, and in shaping out their future life, 
The London house was to be as simple as possible, and 
as deyoid of ostentation ; and Aliee fondly hoped that 
Lisle would neyer be separated from her so long as 
they liyed. The last rites performed, Mr. "Wentworth 
ministering,and Bateombe ehureh and ehurehyard were 
parted from for many years ; but Aliee did not forget 
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the seryiee, for sbe neyer heard it again ; the hopes 
of a resurreetion to life, and the eommittal of her 
mother's body to its last eartbly resting-plaee, be- 
eame the last eonneeting assoeiation between hersel^ 
and the Church of her Eathers. 



GHAPTER XVIL 



The sale of the stoek, and leasing Bateombe 
Grange, oeeupied all the leisure time of Aliee and 
Lisle. Gaptain GiSbrd had written to them on hear' 
ing of the death of his wife, and expressed a hope that 
thej would spare him, if he eyer was released, the 
pain of seeing the one plaee where he would feel alone 
in the world. He spoke of the mereies of God in 
finding him oeeupation among a raee of men who 
seemed neyer to haye known anything of God, unless 
it had been to blaspheme by His holy name. He 
thought that a time might arriye when he would sit 
by their fire-side in London, and with them read the 
word of God. He desired a few presents might be 
made among the poor who seryed the Lord, and said 
his pilgrimage at Bateombe was ended. Eyery wish 
was serupulously attended to, and the greatest happi- 
ness to Aliee was the fulfilment of her father*s wishes, 
and heai'ing kindly words and grateful praises of him. 

At length the hour eame for her departure, when 
after many sorrowing farewells, Aliee mounted on 
the pillion behind her husband, and followed by their 
seryants, began her journey to London. Lisle did 
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not wish to hurry on the road, as Aliee was mueh 
wearied by her labours, and he thought that by an 
Oeeasional wayside rest the journey would be so easily 
performed as to be pleasant. He therefore took all 
the pretty bye-roads that he knew, and it was al- 
ready the evening of the third day before they reaehed 
London-bridge, and erossed over to Watling-street. 
The Watling-street of the Proteetorate was different 
indeed from that of our own day : the houses were 
large heavily-timbered struetures, plastered between 
the beams whieh supported and braeed the buildings 
together; the front8 towards the street were oma* 
mented with grotesque wood carvings, some very ela- 
borate, and others very laughable ; the high gables, 
and variety in the buildings, added mueh to the pie- 
turesque, but very little to the comfort of the owners 
of the houses or to the passers-by, who, in wet wea- 
ther, ran a gauntlet through streams of greater or 
less magnitude until they were drenehed to the skin. 
On some of the older houses there yet remained the 
niehes whieh had onee held the effigy of a saint, and 
on a few wood carvings you eould traee the story of 
the Redeemer's life ,* the appearanee of the street 
conveyed the idea to the stranger that the houses 
were owned by a thrifty and wealthy raee of people. 
In fine weather Watling-street was not an unpleasant 
residenee, but in wet weather the rain poured through 
a gutter in the middle of the street, and threatened to 
enter in at the street doors. By night a hom lantern 
was an absolute neeessity, except when the moon was 
high, and the weather elear. The number of houses, 
even at that time, surprised Aliee, who had never seen 
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a large town ; and wben passing througli tbe rows of 
shops on London-bridge, it was difficult to believe 
tbat the Tbames Aowed undemeatb them. When sbe 
arriyed at Watling-street, and Lisle drew up at his 
own door, she was glad to see the senrants who had 
gone on the day before, to prepare for her arrival. 
It seemed to her like the faces of friends among stran- 
gers ; for she remarked that London must be the 
loneliest plaee in the world without iriends. Lisle 
assured her that sbe would not be without many 
friends; that it was the head-quarters of the Parlia* 
mentary party, and, therefore, likely to be full of tbeir 
adberents while the war lasted. Aliee hoped that she 
might find friends among those politieally assoeiated 
with her husband, and thus benefit her father ; her cor« 
respondenee with him was easier, and would, therefore, 
be more frequent. With this view she took the greatest 
pains to understand the relative positions of parties in 
the state, and heard with surprise, mingled with natu- 
ral emotions of pride, how important a plaee her hus- 
band filled in what were eonsidered the republiean 
ranks. Her simple manners and kind disposition won 
upon many, who respeeted Aliee as well for her worth 
as for the dignified patienee with whieh she bore her 
suSerings. She said that it was God*s will to eall upon 
them to sutiTer, and as it was for eonseienee sake, her 
father would be more grieved by any espressions of 
impatienee on his behalf than gratified by her sorrow ; 
that he had engaged in the war from the first with a 
elear conviction that it was his duty, and that life was 
well spent when sacrificed in the path of duty. Lisle 
as well as his wife had few selfish hopes, even in the 



A. TAXE 01" PUBITAir TIMES. 155 

aueeess of their party ; and the * waiters on Providence/ 
as many of the members were ealled, regarded them 
as enthusiasts, good for use, but ignorant of worldly 
craft ; yet it was aeknowledged that Lisle had more 
influence with numbers than any other civilian. 

After mueh intereession Aliee preyailed on Lisle to 
allow her to go and see her father. There had been 
rumours that feYer preyailed at Winehester, and al- 
though Oaptain Qifford said nothing of it in his letters> 
Aliee was alarmed, and set out, attended by a seryant, 
with a pass for Winehester. It was mid-winter, tbe 
weather was not seyere, but elose and heayy, with a 
more than usual quantitj of rain ; the lowlands were 
Aooded, and during the joumey they frequently lert 
the highway, and trayelled on higher ground by eross- 
roads, until they arriyed at "Winehester. 

When Aliee presented hersel^ with an order for ad- 
mission to see her father,CaptainKnox entreated of her 
not to run the risk of losing her life by the eontagion. 

" Tour father has been yery iU," said the Gaptain, 
" but I hear that he is better, and likely to do well, 
unless his years are against him." 

" And why did you not tell us, Gaptain Knox ?*' 
said Aliee, entreatingly. 

" Tour father strietly forbade me ; he has been al- 
lowed mueh more latitude than is usual, for he read 
to some of the greatest yillains in ereation, and kept 
the gaol quiet, and I suspeet he must have eaught tbe 
feyer from them. It's a pity sueh a good life should 
be lost for sueh gaol-birds as he has been among.*' 

" Ah, Gaptain Knox," said Aliee, " to my father 
they would only be sinners perishing for laek of know- 
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ledge ; I ean understand why he wished to eoneeal 
his illness from us." 

When Gaptain GiiTord saw Aliee brought in by one 
of the warders, he eould hardly believe it was not a 
vision. " Aliee, my ehild, Aliee !" 

^' Yes, father," she said, and was going to rush to 
him, when the warder held her* 

'' No, ma'am, do ; on no aeeount toueh him ; speak, 
if you like." 

Aliee was going to reply, her whole body trembling 
with emotiou, when her father said, — 

" WagstaAr is right, my ehild, you must not eome 
near me, or you may take the fever ; after a day or 
two it may be less dangerous." 

" Oh, father, father," said Aliee, " God help us of 
His merey. How have you lived in tliis miserable 
plaee f " 

•' Very happily, my ehild ; I have found plenty of 
my Master*s work to do. Some have died blessing 
their Eedeemer's name, and confessing their sins, who 
liad onee lived only to blaspheme; and others, my 
ehild, are leaming to know the Lord. I have been 
very ill, I don't know how long, but some days, is it 
notWagstaff?" 

" Tes, Gaptain," said the Warder, almost moved to 
tears, ** it is nigh a week sinee you were in the ward, 
and I wish you were there again, for there is some 
peaee then." 

Aliee knew then what her father had done, and felt 
more comforted in his afflictions ; they were the marks 
of true diseipleship, and she spoke no more of her 
father*s sufferings, but set to work to alleviate them 
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hy attention and kindness. She proeured for bim 
many neeessaries, and paid money liberally to the 
warders. Her father asked her to read to bim, and 
then begged to hear of the last hours of his wiPe. 

" I shall not die, Aliee ; I bave a sure confidence that 
the Lord will deliyer me out of this plaee, and that I 
shall yet onee more join you and my dear son Lisle." 

Aliee expressed her feryent hopes that it might 
be 80, and then, after staying awhile, Wagstaff eame 
and said that Mistress Aliee must go, and might re- 
tum on the morrow. 

Gaptain Gifford was not moyed at parting ; he had 
kept her at a distanee while in the room, and he hoped 
that she might be spared the feyer. She was spared, 
but she wrote to Lisle and said that her father*s re- 
eoyery was impossible unless he eould be removed. 

Por many days Aliee went and eame, and was always 
kindly reeeiyed. Oaptain Knoz said that the Puri- 
tans found their religion useful in trouble, for they 
elung to eaeh other with deep affection, and were 
exemplary in their eonduet. He exacted a promise 
from her that the freedom of admission whieh he gaye 
should not be used as a means of eseape. Aliee gaye 
the promise, and her father said, " They are yery eare- 
ful of me, but I am not now equal to another Lun- 
non'8.1ane ; they may safely send me from my prison- 
house when I ean walk, yet I ean truly say ' it has 
been good for me that I haye been afflicted.' " 

With mueh difficulty, and upon Gaptain Knox's 
representation that Gifford was entirely disabled from 
aetiye senriee, his diseharge was sent, and as Aliee 
was one day passing through the guard-rooms an officer 
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said Captain Knox wisbed to speak with her. Aliee 
was yery ansious, and fearful lest her yisits should 
be suspended. Beyond giving money to the warders — 
a reeoguised wrong — ^she had transgressed no laws, 
and when Gaptain Knox looked pleasantly, she thought 
it might be that some additional comforts whieh she 
had asked might be granted. But taking up a paper, 
he said, — 

" I neyer, madam, had a greater pleasure than I 
haye to-day in plaeing the order for your father'8 dis- 
eharge in your hands." 

She eould hardly belieye that it eould be true ; she 
burst into tears, and then said, — " Oh, forgive me, 
Gaptain Knox ; I am indeed yery grateful for all the 
kindness that I have reeeiyed at your hands. But 
this assures me of my father*s safety, and I do not 
know how to thank you." 

'' I need no thanks," said the Oaptain. '* It is one 
of the few pleasant duties left us in these trouble- 
Bome times." 

Aliee eould seareely walk fa8t enough through the 
passages to her father's eelL She held out the paper, 
and without betraying any emotion, Gaptain Oifbrd 
said, — 

"It is my diseharge, Aliee. I fully eipeeted it, 
not to-day or to-morrow, but when the Lord had 
giyen yietory to His people." 

" Eather," said Aliee, " I almost despaired ; I haye 
left these long eorridors, and dark passages, thinking 
it was useless to hope ; but I shall leam now neyer 
to despair, and to trust the Lord always." 

" Yes, always, my dear ehild;" and then, smiling, 
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he said, ** I must trj my legs, for I do not know how 
I ean walk yet ;" raising bimself, he said, ^uietly, " I 
must haye help to leave this plaee, although I needed 
none to eome here." 

** And you shall have it, father," said Aliee : then 
seeing that it would require another day to remove 
him, she said, '^ I will go and get a waggon, or light 
eart, and move 'you a few miles to-morrow, and so 
by gentle journeying8 we shall reaeh London," 

^' Yes, my ehild, I must be earried this time ; and I 
shall see the outside of these walls with very diferent 
feelings &om those with whieh I first regarded them. 
My eompanions will be more pleasant than those 
raseals from the cave. They were the worst of all the 
bad men that I ever met." 

Gaptain Gifbrd was removed immediately from the 
eells into one of the officers' rooms, whieh happened 
to be vacant, where he enjoyed the fresh air and entire 
ehange of seene. When it was known that he was 
to depart, many of his old eompanions were anxious 
to see him, but Oaptain £jiox strietly forbade it ; he 
was not able to bear the fatigue. Gifford, however, 
sent them kind messages and presents, begging Wag- 
8taff to tell them that he would remember them in 
his prayers. He devoted a portion of the last day in 
prison to prayer and thanksgi^ing ; and then distri- 
buting everything that he had among warders and the 
poorest prisoners, he left amid prayers and blessings, 
Aliee saying it seemed little like leaving a prison. 

Gaptain Gifford was not able to walk, they therefore 
removed a bed, and plaeing it on slings, earried him to 
the eart whieh was to convey him away. He begged 
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to be raised up to look at the Gastle, and &ftet 
thanking Gaptain Knox for his kindness and eare, 
he said, 

" Parewell, "Winehester, farewell ! thou hast been a 
weary plaee for me and mine. I trust it is oor last 
ferewell to thee." 

Aliee said, ** Father, any plaee would be painful 
that was our prison." 

"Tes, my ehild, but I do not regret, for others! 
sakes, my imprisonment ; and for my own I oanuot 
regret it, beeause it has put me a few steps on my 
way to rest ; but I haye had a feeling that this plaee 
will not be well for thee, and so I say very heartily, 
Farewell, Winehester !" 

Aliee did not reply ; she thought that weakness of 
body had affected her father's mind, and that he would 
be well with the retum of his strength and fresh air. 
It was a elear February moming when they left 
"Winehester ; the song of the birds, beginning their 
spring warblings, and the warm sunshine, reyiyed Gif- 
ford, so that he begged them to prolong the joumey, 
and get nearer Londou. 

** I want to be home, and to embraee my son, Aliee, 
and to ask his pardon for taking away his wife, albeit 
she is my ehild." 

" Tou need not ask forgiyeness, father,'* said Aliee : 
" Lisle will only love me better for doing my duty. 
He is one of your soldiers, and plaees duty above all 
present inelinations." 

The day passed very happily, and when night drew 
on, Gaptain Gifford was so little fatigued, that he pro* 
posed to finish his joumey next day ; and to lodge in 
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Watlmg-street, as lie said ^okingly, witb one Jolin 
Lisle, an ex-captain of horse, and a good soldier. 

The road-side inn offered good aeeommodation, 
for it was mueh frequented ; while the gentle man- 
ners of Aliee and the wom look of her father made 
silent appeals to the better feelings of mine host 
of the ' King Oharles's Head,' who did his best to 
make them comfortable, and to proyide horses for 
their departure early on the morrow. When the day 
again broke fine and dear, and the erisp frost sparkled 
in the grass, Aliee thought that her father had done 
well to hasten his joumey, and ayoid any unpleasant 
ehange of weather. 

She saw the eart prepared, and had her father 
dressed early, that he might enjoj his breakfast, 
and onee more breathe the pure moming air. ''lt 
will do him good," she said, " after so long a confine' 
ment." And so he thought* too, for they had eyer 
seemed to be of one mind. Soon the houses began 
to be frequent, and some of the ehureh spires to 
be seen; then London-bridge was passed; at last 
they eame to Watling-street, where thej found Lisle, 
hardly knowing whieh to weleome and whieh to em- 
braee first. 

" God bless you, my son ! God bless you, Lisle !" 
said the afectionate man. '*You have been a eom- 
forter to the bereayed mother and ehild, and now giye 
joy to a poor prisoner's heart. The God of Israel 
bless thee !" And with tears and blessings they en- 
tered Lisle's house, their united home. 
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OHAPTER XYm. 

The ehange from a prison to a large eity did not 
affect Gifford*B health benetieiallyi and as he had ex- 
pressed a wish not to go again to the Grange, Aliee 
was obliged to wateh her father with redoubled eare. 
The slightest ehange in the weather produeed seyere 
eold ; he who had neyer known illness before, per- 
eeiyed in the eonstantly reeurring attaeks a waming 
to prepare for another and greater ehange. During 
the summer Oromwell sent for Lisle to the north, and 
proeured his return for Northallerton, thus hoping 
to bind him more elosely to his own interests. Nor 
was Lisle unwiUing to aeeept the inyitation: the 
Parliament had beeome the supreme power in the 
eountry ; they raised taxes, enrolled troops, and eol- 
leeted military stx)res and ammunition ; they had eyen 
then diseussed the question of ereating a new seal, to 
be the great seal of the nation ; and Lisle hoped that 
his inAuenee, ahi^ady great among the members of the 
House, would inerease if he sat amongst them. Crom- 
well had no sooner proeured Lisle's eleetion, than he 
hastened his retum to London, for he said, — 

'* I eannot fight without reeruits and supplies, and 
I shall trust to you to keep up my interest, and the 
interest of the nation, within the House. It is for 
our eountry that we are fighting ; there are men of 
nearly every party in the house, but the most part 
are there to serye themselve8. Now, Lisle, you, I 
know, do not put yourself first.' 

'^ I hope not," said Lisle. 
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**No," said Cromwell; "it has been with you a 
matter of prineiple and dutj, and, before Qod, I say 
it has been so with me. I have had many strugglings 
with the spirit, and mueh conflict before I began this 
great work ; but I shall finish mj work and be Anished 
by it. God speed you." 

Lisle lefb Northallerton eseorted by the burgesses 
and earrying with him their good wishes. He had 
spoken many times in the sort of half sermon, half 
speeeh then eommon; had he not been their mem- 
ber, there were not a few who thought that he would 
haye made them a gifted minister, able to exhort 
them in season and out of season. His departure 
was more like the parting of friends, than the sepa- 
ration of men who a few weeks before had not known 
eaeh other by name. But Lisle did not delay his 
journey to London. He had received only one letter 
from Aliee, whieh mentioned her father's inereasing 
debility, and that his mind wandered to the Grange, 
80 that she thought either he wished to go there, or 
that there was a general weakening of his mental 
powers. Lisle was hardly prepared for the state in 
whieh he found his house on his return. He arrived 
in Watling-street early in the moming, and his first 
greeting was seareely uttered, when Aliee said,— 

** Have you had no letters ?" 

•• Only this," said Lisle. 

" My poor father," said Aliee, — ** my poor father, 
he has asked for you so many times. He eannot live 
long, I am sure. He has prayed so earnestly for you, 
and said he wished to see you, and give you his bless- 
ing, before he died." 
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Lisle eould onlj say, " I knew iiothing of this ; your 
letters haye been intereepted ; let us hasten to him.*' 

They entered the room. Gi^Tord was sleeping i the 
ealm look and tranquil slumber eaused Lisle to say, 
^'Aliee, he is sleeping so peacefuU7 that I do not 
think we need fear any ill." 

'^ "No ill ean betide him/' said Aliee ; *' he has for the 
last week been trying to settle all his worldly aSairs, 
and some of the gifted brethren haye been here to 
pray with him ; but they all say that they eome to 
learn the way to die, and not to teaeh.'* 

Aliee burst into tears, then eheeking her emotion, 
she moyed slowly out of the room, followed by her 
husband» Lisle eould not tell her of his sueeess at 
Korthallerton, for all his pleasure was gone when 
he saw that the man who had been his dearest friend 
was lying between life and death ; he eould not but 
belieye his end to be yery near. Aliee said that he 
had forbidden her to write about his illness at Arst, but 
she eould not obey him ; for " he said that you were 
in the path of duty, therefore he would not reeall you, 
howeyer mueh he wished your retum ; but when he 
seemed to feel his end was approaehing, then he was 
yery anxious, asking many times in the day if you 
had been heard of, and when we said ' No/ he said, 
' God grant me strength to see him before I die ;' 
and his prayer has been heard, for he has not slept so 
soundly for the last week." 

'^His prayers haye been often heard," said Liale. 
** He has liyed as if death would neyer be a surprise. 
His prison life has been useful to many a poor souli 
and he will not be soon forgotten." 
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Lisle and Alioe went to the dying man's room : he 
said, ^' Lisle, is it 70U P God blesB you, my Bon, my 
prayers are heard. Let me blesa you before I die.*' 

He then asked to be raiaed iip, and although ex- 
hausted by the e^Tort, he prayed, blessing them as 
his dear ohildren ; then he said, ^' I haye wished to go 
again to the Grange : it may be only the restlessneBa 
whioh oomes before the end; but if Ood willed, I 
oould look a fiirewell with pleaaure on the seene of 
mueh happiness, and mueh aniious eare. There Arst 
I knew the Lord ; there I taught in His name, and 
there," — ^he paused, — " yes, Aliee, I will rest beside 
your mother. She^ was a loving wife, Aliee ; we shall 
meet agam." 

*^ Bo not exhau8t yourself, father," said Aliee, 
deeply moyed. 

" No, no, my ehild ; but I must speak now ; I shall 
soon, — Boon be silent. lisle, I do not regret the 
eourse I haye taken. I must soon giye my aeeount. 
I haye not shed any miui'B blood willingly." 

*' Nor exoept in Belf-defenoe," said Lisle. 

*^ Nor except in 8elf-defenoe,'* repeated the dying 
man. " But peaee, my son, Beek for peaoe ; the wrath 
of man worketh not the righteousness of God." 

There was a long silenee ; the difficulty of breath- 
ing beoame so marked, that Alioe feared eaoh mo- 
ment would be the last. Lisle knelt to pray, and 
implored the merey of Ood for one who had been the 
Mend of the afflicted. 

** Say for a poor weary sinner," gasped the dyi***» 
man. '' God be mereiiid to me, for Ghrist'B Bak 



166 ALIGE LISLE : 



Again thej saw him <loze and wake. '' I am going 
home ; — ^yes, Mary, it is time." 

« :Father !" said Aliee, " fathep !" 

" Yes, my ehild ; I am going home. Tour mother 
is there." 

Wandering so that they hardly knew whether he 
understood what he said, they were surprised to find 
that he answered their questions sensibly, and that 
he appeared to understand even passing observations. 
Hours passed away, yet there was no relief for the 
suffer^r. Evening elosed upon them, they watehed. 
Gifford said, — 

*' Go to rest, Aliee ; go, Lisle, take her to rest ; she 
will be wom out." 

But still she remained, begging not to leave him. 
'' I will lay me down here, father," she said ; and he 
assented. 

It was nearly midnight, when Lisle awoke Aliee, 
saying that there was a great ebange in her father. 
She had slept, but she rose up, and saw that the end 
was eome. He breathed heavily, looked fondly at her, 
and feebly grasped her hand, whieh she plaeed in his ; 
then saying, "I eome," he breathed his last. It was 
an hour of bittemess of soul to Aliee ; she had shared 
every thought of her father*s heart, and had received 
a maseuline training, yet she retained aU the gen- 
tleness of her mother's eharaeter. She eould honour 
her father for his worth and goodness, and she re- 
speeted his eonsisteney, whieh had won praise Irom 
his enemies. He had, she knew, done all from 
a sense of duty; with him to fear God aend to do 
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right had been eyer the aim and end for whieh he 
thought a man should liye. 

But the sorrow for the departed was aUoTiated by 
her aniiety to eomply with his wish to lie beside his 
wife in the ehurehyard of Bateombe. They had mueh 
to do to prepare for the ^oumey, and to be sure that 
nothing would hinder the fuliilment of their saered 
duty. Aliee therefore resolyed to go to the Grange, 
and to get all ready in the house to receive her 
father's remains, and also to ask Mr. Wentworth to 
prepare the graye. 

''He wiU forget all but my father's kindness," said 
Aliee. 

" Tes," said Lisle, " he is not likely to oppose 
your wishes, or mine, Aliee. I belieye that while he 
yiewed our opinions with the utmost abhorrenee, he 
respeeted your father's eonsistent life, and wished his 
people to follow it." 

Aliee set out early on the seeond day after her 
father*8 deeease; mounted behind a trusty seryant, 
she began her journey to Bateombe. She was pro- 
teeted by a pass from the Gleneral of the distriet, 
the object of her joumey being stated, that she 
might haye no hindranee, either from foes or friends. 
Her arriyal at Bateombe Grange gaye the Arst intelli- 
genee of Gifford's death, and whereyer she told the 
obJ6ct of her joumey she reeeiyed the sympathy of 
all parties. Eyen in the bittemess of party strife, 
the death of a good man was keenly f6lt, and with 
feeling generosity eaeh tried to reeall some kind 
deeds or gentle words of the departed : the eountry 
folk praised him as a braye man, as able with the 
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sword as at the plougli; while his own party re- 
membered him as a powerM preaeher of the erer- 
lasting Gt)spel. 

When Aliee had arranged eTorything with the old 
serrant, she sent to Mr. Wentworth, who eipressed 
his sorrow for her loss, and his desire that eyerything 
should be done as seemed best to hersel^ and Lisle, 
offering her at the same time all the assistanee whieh 
the yillage eould afford. Aliee was comforted in think- 
ing that her father would be followed to his last resting- 
plaee by many sorrowing iriends. She then walked 
round the house, and reealled to her memory the many 
pleasant hours that she had spent there, the happiest 
of her life, beeause unalloyed by any eare. The plaee 
was mueh ehanged ; the moat was dried up except en 
one side, where it was used as a pond to water the 
eattle; the walls were negleeted, and covered with 
liehens ; iyj was beginning to ereep up them, and the 
peaceful oeeupation of the plaee was shewn by the 
sleek eattle, whieh were eoming home for the night. 
Alf, the herdsman, was yery pleased to hear her say 
that the eattle looked as they used to do in their best 
days. It was the height of his ambition to haye his 
eattle look as Master Gifford's onee did, before the 
troubles. He would haye then baeked them against 
the eounty- ; and to hear praise &om Aliee's lips waa 
to him to hear it from her father, she was so like him 
in eyerything. 

It was more than a week before the funeral eoiild 
take plaee, and when it did the wilUng attendanoe of 
the whole parish was the best testimony to the eha- 
raeter of the departed Puritan. There was little ap- 
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pearanoe of outward mouming^ but seareely a penon 
was unmoyed wben tbe body was taken from the 
ebureb to tbe grare ; and wben aiterwards tbey went 
into tbe ebureb to bear a sermon firom tbe minister, 
tbey were gratified witb tbe ealm and moderate way 
in wbieb Mr. "Wentwortb improyed tbe oeeasion, ao- 
oording to tbe eustom of the time. 

Wb^ Lide and Wentworth met aAer tbe funeral, 
tbey were mutually disposed to kindljr feelingB. Lisle 
was confident in tbe sueeess of bis party, and "Went-» 
wortb was anxious to ayoid iresb 8ubjeots of dispute, 
wbile retaining bopes. He said be thougbt tbe day 
would eome wben men would be tired of atrife, and 
aooept the King's prerogatiye, wbiob was bis rigbt, 
astheonlymeansorreeonoaiation. 

" Neyer, Mr. "Wentworth," said Lisle. " We baye 
now performed our last duty to a man wbom I know 
you respeoted ; tbere are many suob men lefb, ready 
to die, but not to submit to tbe old laws. You do 
not see or feel tbe eyils, beoause you are seoluded 
from tbe world ; but you would feel tbem if you liyed 
in towns, and knew as I know, tbat tbe eountry ean- 
not proteet its oommeroe, nor obtain respeot from 
foreign powers." 

" Shall we do tbis by oiyil Btrife ?" asked Mr. 
Wentwortb. 

" No," said Lisle ; " but tbis strife must end, and 
soon end; God alone knowa bow. Tbere seems no 
bope of safety for us but in yiotory, for tbe King 
and bis adyisers will be bound by no terms and keep 
ho treaties." 

" Is it not," said Wentwortb, " tbat we baye suob 
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fftas. wfmhcl eioKW 

** Tbeie m so eoe bd tzae 1^^ ti» be a de a yot,* 

MidLule. 

** I hare no &£:a in deo Hnmi a»'* waad ITenmKtli. 
** ITo mdiTidiul Dum cm be a trnnt bat bf tbe de- 
strnetioii of kn and libertieB tbat bne fint been 
tiobted" 

^ I do not imdentaiid yoo,'' nid lisle. 

'*IwiIleKplaiii,''aaud Weatwwtb. «"Toa aedL to 
obiain an end — more libertj — and joa nae nnlawibl 
meana; yon take the sirord against yonr lawM Kin^ 
and if joa conqaer joa ean onlj orereome the arm j 
bj whieh joa luiTe eonqaered joar King with a 
tjrannj aneh aa a King would not dream oL" 

*' I see no aaeh danger in an aaaembty where all 
are eqaal,^' replied Liale. 

'' But all are not eqaal,*' aaid Wentworth : " if all 
were as upright as Oifford, OTen though in grieyoas 
error, as I think, we might then hope that errors would 
be eorreeted bj good prineiples. But when ambition 
is tbe ruling passion of some, and monej of others, 
and when all seek their own ends, soon the strongest 
will with the least prineiple wiU rule. It is the ease 
in all demooraoies." 

" You oan hardlj know tbe state of parties/' said 
Lisle» ** and jou argue from jour reading. I see tbe 
men, and know that power is so mcelj balaneed, that 
the liberties of England are safe in the hands of 
Parliament/^ 
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" God grant tliat thej may be so," said Went- 
worth ; '* but I sball follow my King^ and liye and I 
hope die a BoyaliBt." 

" If there be any King to obey," said Lisle. 

"Wentworth started, and was going to reply, when 
Aliee eame to speak to him about her fatber'8 wishes 
for the poor of the parish. He had desired that on 
the Lord's day after his death some alms should be 
giyen, and naming a few old friends, had lefb the re- 
mainder to Mr. Wentworth's diseretion. They were 
soon busily engaged in talking oyer the eondition of 
the poor, and in hearing of some who had lefb the 
parish, or of others who were still living in poyerty 
and siekness. 

" My father's last wishes, after his family, were for 
the people of Bateombe," said Aliee ; " I am sure, 
Mr. Wentworth, by your kindness to-day, you will 
do all you ean for them. We shall haye to leaye here 
in a few days, let us hear Irom time to time of a 
people who are dear to us by the remembranee of the 
past ; to me beeause they liye around what is now 
more than my home, for it is the resting-plaee of my 
parents." 

Arrangements were then made for some memorial 
to her father ; and Mr. Wentworth left the Grange to 
fulfil the wishes of one who was no longer the enemy 
of his party, but the kindly remembered bene&etor of 
his poor people. 
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OHAPTER XIL 

Thb last dutiea perTormed, and a few far0wells to 
old friend8 who eame to see Aliee and her husband, 
tbey onoe more retumed to their house in Watling- 
street. All the ^amily met together for prayer on 
their arriyal, for Lisle had modelled his house upon 
the Puritan plan, He read a ehapter in the Bible, 
and then o&red an eztempore prayer. Sometimes 
they sung a hymn ; this was always at Alioe*8 sug- 
gestion, who was fond of singing, and had more eheer- 
ful yiews of reUgion than peryaded the party to whioh 
her husband belonged. 

Lisle was soon immersed in bosiness; he was bo 
mueh oeeupied in the House, and with his profeBsion, 
that he was nerer at home, and it was only on. the 
Lord's day, when he noTer would do any work, that 
thej had an opportunity of speaking together« Then 
it was that Aliee presented her petitions for poor 
prisoners, and for politieal o£renderB. 

^^ You are a sad beggar, Alioe," Lisle Baid to her : 
" if every member's wife took as mueh eare of our 
enemies, it would be useless to take any priBoners." 

<< Eyery prisoner that you release beeomes disarmed 
by your kindness, so that they are twiee conquered," 
said Aliee ; " and merey is the best of conquerors.*' 

Late in the evening,— it was a memorable even- 
ing to Aliee in after life, — Lisle eame home in high 
Bpirits ; his eheeks were Aushed, his eyes bright, but 
he said nothing. 

" What is the matter, Lisle ?" said Aliee. 
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" And do you wish to know, my Alioe P" said Lisle. 
" Well, then, there is more work for you ; Gromwell 
has gained a great battle at Naseby ; the King*B men 
were routed, and we haye got all the King's pri- 
yate letterB, whioh I am to look oyer before they are 
printed." 

<< And my work will be to intereede for the unfortu- 
nate," said Aliee. 

" Yes," said Lisle, '* there will be many in trouble, 
for it was a eomplete yietory. AU the Eing's ar- 
tillery and baggage were eaptured.'' 

*' And will not the King rally his troops again P** 
said Aliee. '* What is the use of yietory, wbieh only 
leayes many more homes desolate, and makes many 
mouming mothers ?** 

** The use tbat Gromwell will make of this yiotory, 
Alioe, will be to sei^e the King's person, and to settle 
the eontest by eompelling him to disband his troops, 
and respeot the hiwB whioh are passed hj the Houses 
of Parliament." 

A messenger arriyed with paperSi Lisle was soon 
busily engaged in reading them. 

No greater misfortune eould haye happened to the 
King than the loss of his priyate oorrespondenoe. 
Lisle found that he was, with others, denounoed by 
name, and that there was no safety for the Parlia- 
mentary party but in the oomplete 8ubjeotion of 
their opponents. They were spoken of as rebels, who 
would be put beyond the pale of the law the moment 
that they laid down their arms. If the party required 
any stimulants to inoreased eiertions, they had now 
obtained them. Lisle oaused the letters to be printedy 
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and eirouiated throughout the eouDtry. He shewed 
the originals to those who were in danger, and an 
order was issued to arrest all the aetire friend8 of 
the King who had eoneealed themselTes from publie 
notiee, yet who were now betrayed. Tbis was a 
greater blow than many battles to the King^B eause : 
none knew whether they were Bafe. Cromwell, who 
knew that the Btrife was not to end in any eompro- 
miBe, preBsed on his troops, and eBpeeially on his 
oSBieerBy whom he bad seleoted aB well for their deyo- 
tion to hiB person as for the eause, to use eyery means 
for obtaining the person of the King. He rapidly 
improved tbe adyantages of his yiotory, enliBted many 
of the best of the Boldiers that he had de^eated, and 
takiug oue town after another, droye the King into 
Wales ; whenee, after Bome time, he again made hiB 
way to Ozford. The iBSue of the oampaign left all 
the fortifled plaees in the kingdom in the handB of 
the Parliamentary Boldiers or partiBanB. The King 
waa now without confidence in hiB BubjeotB, or any 
hopea that a favourable tum eould be given to hiB 
aflfairB. He reBolyed, thereSore, to make terma with 
the SoottiBh army, then beaieging Newark, and he 
hoped by the meana of their aBBlBtanoe to diBeoneert 
Gromwell, who waB now promineutly before the nation 
aa a victoriouB general ; and he relied, to hia eoBt, on 
the loyalty of the BeottiBh people to their anoient line 
of kingB. At all eventB, it aeemed to be the only 
way to avoid a prison, or a Aight from the eountry, 
whieh would ruin the future hopea of hia ohildren. 

Early in the month of Hay the King aet out for 
the eamp at Newark ; and aa the ParliamentarianB, 
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by means of their spies, knew that some move was 
intended, they issued a proelamationy deelaring that 
any person found harbouring Gharles Stuart should be 
put to death. No one eiaetly knew the King*8 inten- 
tions, and Gromweirs plans were for the moment eom- 
pletely diseoneerted. The two parties whieh divided 
the power of the kingdom were the Independents and 
the Presbyterians : whon it beeame known that the 
Eing had surrendered himsel^ to the Seoteh, and was 
aetually in their eamp, Gromwell wrote to Lisle to spare 
no time in opening negoeiations with the Seoteh. He 
said that if the King prevailed on the Seoteh to take 
up his eause, another eampaign was eertain ; and that 
he neither eotdd nor would surrender his troops to 
the Seotehy if they would be surrendered, whieh he 
was sure they would not be, — ^they were angry that 
the King had eseaped them, and fearful lest by any 
eompromise between the King and the Seoteh their 
liberties should be surrendered. He gave an outline, 
merely as his opinion, but knowing that in the dis- 
traeted state of publie affairs the opinion of a gene- 
ral at the head of an army is usually the law. He 
suggested that eommissioners should be sent from 
Parliament to the Seottish army, to remind them of 
all that they had su^Tered from Prelaey, of whieh the 
King was the great upholder. He hinted that they 
should be told that they were not the only troops in 
the eountry; that the army whieh the year before 
had conquered at Naseby was still as effective in its 
diseipline, and more formidable in numbers^than befor6 
that great and erowning merey of the Lord. At the 
same time, he sent seeret agents to the town and the 
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army. He eieited the people's fear8y by saying that 
the Seoteh would neyer retum to their poor, barren 
eountry, but would remain to £atten in England*s fair 
Selds. He enlarged upon their want of diseipline. 
To the Seoteh generals his agents said that the King 
eould not be trusted; hisbest friends had fallen by hia 
want of truthfulneBS ; and he would Bacrifice them to 
the Parliament so soon as he eould obtain his own 
ends. He hinted his own powers, and his friend8^y 
said that he had never been defeatedy and was not 
likely to be while he had an armj deyoted to hia 
person, and bound to him by ties of religious faith| 
personal oSeotion, and a military diseipline sueh as 
England had never seen equalled, and sueh as never 
eould be eieelled. 

Lisle was fully aware of the eitent of their danger. 
It was more difficult in any emergeney to manage 
parties in Parliament, than to obtain a Tietory in 
the field. There were so many waiters on ProTi- 
denee ready to ehange to the strongest side, so many 
that were ansious not to let the army beeome ovep- 
powerful, that Lisle eould with diffioulty persuade 
tbem to be of one mind, or to aet with any deoided 
purpose. It was at length resolved that the Parlia- 
ment would send eommissioners, that they might be 
informed upon what terms the £ing had surrendered 
himBelf to the Seottish army. Their fears suggested 
a eompromise between the Eing and the Presby- 
terians ; and the eommisaioners reeeiyed instruetions 
that in the eyent of any adyanee being made by the 
Seoteh army, they were to apprize Gromwell at 
onee, to send messengers to the garrisons to hold 






▲ TALE 07 PUBITAir TIMES. 177 

ihe towns, and to beware of all attempts at surprise 
or any treaty with the Eing. Although they were 
oalled GomiDissioners, they were really spies in the 
Seottish eamp, bound hand and foot, eieept to do one 
work, and that they eould do at any eost. They had 
unlimited power to obtain possession of the royal 
person : to obtain this end they might use bribes, 
^reaty, or persuasion. It had beeome a settled prin- 
oiple in the minds of all the prominent leaders, that 
no settlement of their present troubles eould eyer 
take plaee so long as the King had any power lefb 
either to eall upon the people to assist him, or to 
treat with indiyiduak ; and had the people been able 
to trust the royal word, Gromwell knew that the 
King's name was a tower of strength, not easily to 
be overthrown. 

Aliee, who was more than a looker on, wamed Lisle 
that the position of aSairs was fast tending to a ques- 
tion who should be their ruler — Gharles Stuart or 
Oliyer Gromwell. Lisle only laughed, and said that 
the army eould not exist a day without the Parlia^ 
inent, With ready wit Aliee replied, — 

** You mean that the Parliament eould not sit un* 
lesB they were supported by Oromwell's troops, and 
then Gromwell's troops are Gromwell. They do what 
he bids them, and you will soon find your republie 
a military despotism. You haye not seen all tbe 
moyements: you reeeiye your instruetions irom Crom- 
well; you use his army to alarm the Seoteh; and 
what will he require in retum F" 

^' He is a good man, and a patriot," said Lisle ; 
*' and he has hitherto shewn no desire to rule.*' 
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*' He is a wise man," said Aliee, without any idea 
of a politieal Utopia, *' he may be a good man ; but 
you eannot deny that he is assuming a position that 
puts Eairfax and Essei into the shade." 

" Would that youp father were yet alive!" said Lisle. 

Alioe sighed, and said, " He is at rest, Lisle, froni 
all the stormy passions of the world. But had he 
lived, I doubt if he would have approved of our pre- 
sent position. The war is no longer to obtain eon- 
eessioDs from the King ; these might be obtained.*' 

**Tes," said Lisle, hastily, "at the eost of our 
lives*" 

'^ I trust not/* said Aliee ; ^* but is not the eager- 
ness to obtain the King's person eaused by the pos* 
session of his letters ; and is not possession of the 
royal person imprisonment, and may it not be even 
more, death ?" 

Lisle did not answer, he was anxious and weary. 
'Ee had looked upon this terrible eventuality, and he 
resolved to put away all thoughts of the future, seeing 
that he was surrounded by a host of present difficul- 
ties. Time more than realized Aliee's doubts and 
his own fears. 



CHAPTER XX. 
We must now retum to the eamp at Newark. The 
King had arrived, and everywhere been met with those 
outward marks of respeet to his person whieh he had 
received in happier times ; it seemed as if a sudden 
confidence had been inspired by his trust in <"he 8cot- 
iish people. A guard was appointed him, but only 
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as a guard of honour. For a short period the King 
had hopes that a portion of his people were loyal to 
his person and throne. On the arrival of the Com- 
missioners the whole aspeet of aSairs ehanged. The 
emissaries of Cromwell had not been idle, and the 
doubling of his guard, together with the striet wateh 
kept on his moyements, assured the King that he was 
really a prisoner, and that he would not be allowed 
on any pretenee to leaye the eamp. 

The indignities that, to our disgraee, often attend 
upon fallen greatness, soon began to be felt to their 
fulle8t extent hj the King. The preaehers insulted him 
in their sermons, and reproaehed him with tyranny : 
one of them went so far as to giye out a psalm ap- 
plying to the eondition of tyrants, when the King, 
with meeknesB and great dignity of manner, rose and 
gaye out another, whieh forcibly expressed his unhappy 
and forlom eondition. There were many braye men 
who would haye deliyered a fallen King ; they pitied 
their soyereign when stripped of his power, and stand- 
ing before them in the simple majesty of an injured 
man. There were many others who wished for a set- 
tlement of diiTerenees ; not a few hoped to make the 
Presbyterian religion the dominant religion of Eog- 
land, and this party ineluded all the Seoteh preaehers. 
A more moderate party desired to have seeurity for the 
freedom of religious worship ; a very large number, 
ineluding petty chief8 and officers, were inAueneed 
by the lowest motiyes, and the eommissioners dealt 
freely with them. There was no fear of any opposing 
force, for the Seots had demanded the surrender of 
the garrison from the Kipg when they took posses- 
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6ion of the royal person. The arrears of the Seoteh 
army were large ; there were no funds to paj them ; 
and the officer8 eould not restrain the general wish 
expres8ed hj the army to aoeept an ofer of the Com- 
missioners that they should deliyer up the King into 
their hands and receive full payment of all arrears due 
to them. It was in vain that some protested against 
80 great a erime as selling their King for money, 
and that others said it would affix an indelible dis- 
graee on the Seottish name and raee. The priee — it 
proyed to be the priee of blood — was paid, and the 
Oommissioners had eompleted the onlj task they were 
free to perform, — they had obtained the eustody of 
their King. The sueeess of the Parliament led Lisle 
to hope that the armies would be disbanded, and that 
the minds of the people would be tumed to settling 
the goyemment of the eountry. He shewed Aliee 
a letter whieh he had written to Gromwell, and was 
annoyed at her remark, — '' I do not think that Crom- 
well eonsiders it is to his interest to disband the 
army whieh he eommands, and possibly they may 
object to be disbanded." 

When Gromwell reeeiyed the letters from the Far« 
liament, together with a letter &om Lisle, whieh waa 
a strietly priyate eommunieation, he saw that Lisle 
wished for a republie, and had supported the repub- 
liean party in the House. He at onee resolyed to 
make that party odious with the army. He neyer 
intended to haye a republio after he had seen his 
own way to power. He ealled a meeting of his offi- 
eers; he sighed, and uttered short sentenees: ''The 
lx>rd had done a great work; it waa His work^ 
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a great work. . The sword of the Lord had smitten 
Amalek, and east down idolatries and popish imagina- 
tions. Agag was a prisoner : should others wiekedly 
release him P*' Then, holding out the letters of the 
Parliament, — ** See, we must be sent as lambs to the 
slaughter. Every Ishmaelite shall pluek the Lord's 
people by the beard. "Was it for this that the soldiers 
had poured forth their blood like water, and with the 
sword of the Lord oyereome fenced eities and armed 
men?" His officers, who had been raised from the 
ranks for personal valour and soldierly qualities, were 
alarmed ; for they saw that their disbandment would 
reduee them to the rank of private citizens, without 
oeeupation, and with habits ill-fitted for regular work ; 
they heard their General groaning, and ealling on the 
Lord for guidanee. At length he dismissed them, say- 
ing " that the Parliament had not waited for the Lord, 
and that an evil spirit had led them astray. He did 
not wish for eommand; the Lord, who knew his heart, 
knew that it was a burden to his soul. They should 
go and ask eounsel of the Lord» and pray that He 
would assist the deliberations of the Houses of Par- 
liament." 

The meeting had not long dispersed when it was 
evident that some great movement was going on in 
the army. Groups of soldiers stood around some half- 
soldier, half-preacher, and listened to the bitterest re- 
proaehes of the Parliament. " Did they want to sur- 
render them to the Kiugp Blindness had happened 
to Israel." The preaehers ealled the men to prayer, 
saying that the Lord's work was in great extremity 
of danger. Here a sergeant told his men that they 



182 ALIGE LISLE: 



should down witli those Ahithophels, who troubled 
the Lord's anointed, and Yexed them for their re- 
ward. There a soldier shewed his wounds, and asked 
his eomrades if this was all they were to get for blows 
aud toils : one of them, who saw Gromwell at a dis- 
tanee, ealled on him, as the seryant of the Lord, to 
deliver them from all the troublers Qf Zion. 

Another meeting was held, at whieh the offieers 
said that the armj had resolyed not to disband itself, 
but ealled upon Gromwell to lead them wherever he 
wished, and ihey would follow him. Gromwell saw 
that his hour was eome : he muttered that he was ua- 
able to do so great a work ; he was not fitted to be 
a leader in great enterprises ; he was a weak yessel, 
only sustained of the Lord, and working by His power. 
Again he was entreated, and a gifted soldier prayed 
that the Lord would direet their religious eiereises to 
a good end. He said the Lord's ends were always 
good ; He had been with them at Marston Moor, He 
had supported them at Edge Hill, and fought with 
them at Naseby. He would eonyey their wishes to 
Parliament ; he was their servant, to do them this 
kindness, eyen if it eost him his life, whieh he had 
yentured many times and oft bj their side. " The 
Lord," he said, " direet our ways." So saying, he dis- 
missed the meeting with sighs and groans. 

He wrote to the Parliament that he wished of 
himself to be free from his employments, for he was 
quite unequal to the great work of eommand. He 
had been a ehosen yessel of the Lord to deliyer His 
people out of great straits: the soldiers were not 
willing to be separated while great danger remained 
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to threaten them, and while the Atnalekites eould 
pluek them by the beard. He said that he had not 
dared to propose to the ranks the disbanding of the 
army. He had ealled a meeting of officers, the soldiers 
also had met together; and greater exeitement had 
preyailed among godly men than he had eyer seen be- 
fore. They were now praying for guidanee ; and while 
he held it to be his duty to obey the Parliament, he 
would 8uffer wrong hj delay rather than injure them 
in the good opinion of their old soldiers, who had 
bome for them grieyous wounds of bodj and fortune. 

At the same time that Gromwell wrote to the Parlia- 
ment he sent messages whieh alarmed the Gommons. 
Eeports were rife in the House that tbe soldiers had 
begged Gromwell to lead them to London, and to 
hang all those who had asked for their dismissal : all 
the yiolent speeehes of the preaehers, and the letters 
of the Boldiers, were allowed to be talked of openly ; 
and the Parliament began to fear that their General 
was master of the position. 

Gromwell wrote priyately to Lisle, urging him to 
withdraw the proposal to disband the army until 
the eountry was at peaee. He said the soldiers did 
not defraud anj man; the eamp was as orderly as 
any well-regulated town, and that it would be eruel 
to hand oyer men, who had yentured their liyes for 
the eommon weal, to the merey of half-subdued eaya- 
liers or exasperated Boyalists. Aliee begged her hus- 
band to leaye Parliament, to follow his pro^essiony 
and wait for better times. 

'' I eannot, Aliee," said Lisle ; ** the danger is yery 
great, but we are now in Cromwell*s power, and it is 
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only by making the best of our eireumstanees tbat we 
ean bope to sueeeed. He may mean well ; be bas 
diseiplined tbe men to bis own mind, and tbey may 
not like to separate from bim." 

" But," said Aliee, " you eondemn tbe King for 
wbat is ealled opposing tbe Gommons of England, and. 
you allow a successful General to disobey a positiye 
eommand." 

" Yery true, Aliee," said Lisle ; " but we bave no 
force witb wbieb to eompel obedienee.*' 

" Tben," said Aliee, " you exist only by Oromwell's 
will ; and wbeneyer it suits bis will, be will pluek you 
from your plaees." 

" But," said Lisle, " may be not be eonstrained by 
bis own troops ? and if so, is not bis danger greater 
tban even ours ?" 

" No," said Aliee, " be ean sufficiently eontrol his 
men to make them obey bim; tbey baye the same 
ends in view — tbey want employment. He will gain 
power by tbeir employment, only the people of Eng- 
land will pay for both." 

Lisle said no more ; be resolved to wait, for at tbe 
very worst they eould but demand obedienee after a 
few montbs, or reduee tbe power of tbe army by 
ealling in some of tbe regiments ; tben, witbout any 
Open rupture, tbey eould again be assured tbat tbeir 
power eould not be overtbrown by tbe soldiery, The 
House had postponed the danger tbey eould only 
eseape by meeting boldly and on the spur of the 
moment. 
I Gromwell saw the full extent of tbe victory whieh 

be bad gained, but he sbewed no signs of triumpb. 
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He saw the factionB looking to the King as their 
tool, and resolyed, if possible, to use him as their 
means to power. He resolyed to take possession of 
the royal person, and sent for that purpose a eomet 
of horse to Holmby, whither the Gommissioners had 
remoyed the King, and ordered that he should be 
brought to the eamp, then on Triplo Heath in Cam- 
bridgeshire. The aet, alarming enough in itseir, was 
more so from the eoolness and resolution with whieh 
the enterprise was eondueted; for Cpomwell imme- 
diately after left the eamp to go to London. It was 
in vain that his officers remonstrated with him; he 
said he must go where the Lord ealled him. When 
they spoke of enemies from within as well as from 
without, he said he confided in One who knew his 
going out and his eoming in ; and as he left the 
eamp his soldiers admired his daring in going alone 
into the midst of enemies, as mueh as they did his 
eoolness when leading tbem to battle, and deelared 
that if they hurt a hair of his head they would 
plunder the eity. 

Cromwell went to Watling-street immediately after 
his arrival in town, and explained to Lisle his reasons 
for seizing the King. He said that all the hopes of 
the factions were eentred in him ; that men had done 
great deeds, and then stood in stupid amazement at 
the greatness of their work ; that pity was taking the 
plaee of duty ; he had therefore removed the King 
to prevent a renewal of the war. 

"But," said Lisle, "how are you to justify your 
eonduet to Parliament ?" 

"I ean justify myself to God and my own eon- 
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seienee," said Gromwell. " Will you go with me to 
the House P" 

" To what end ?" said Lisle. 

" To Bupport me, as I have ever supported you," 
replied Gromwell ; *' and if thej attempt anything 
against you or against mj person, by the help of the 
living God I will deliver this people and nation from 
their oppressors." 

"But," said Lisle» "the Parliament is now the 
supreme power in these realms ; what if they eall on 
you to yield up the King, and disband your troopsP'* 

" But tbey will not do so when they have heard me. 
I know their plottings, and they know that the King 
is only safe from the danger of false frieuds when sur- 
rounded by the army." 

They set out together for Westminster, Lisle still 
speaking of the dangers from the soldiers. 

" They are no eommon men,*' said Cromwell, " and 
they will only stand by me so long as I stand by their 
prineiples. They may follow Eairfax, or me, or Ireton, 
or even you, Lisle ; but by all the powers of earth you 
eould not lead them to serve the King." 

Lisle saw that Oromwell had resoked to use the 
King for purposes of his own ; what they were he 
eould not then see, for he spoke of the seizure of the 
King as the aet of the army. 

When Oromwell arrived in the Hall, he perceived 
that his presenee produeed a general feeling of eon- 
sternation. The Members had already planned a 
motion for his eommittal to the Tower for refusiDg 
obedienee to their eommands, and thev wished to 
have had it executed before he eould take his plaee 
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in the House. He now stood before tbem, full7 
aware of the adyantage of his position, resolved to 
yindieate his eonduet and to oyerthrow his enemies. 
He rose in his plaee, and said that he had left the 
army to explain to the Parliament why he had not 
disbanded the troops ; and he proSessed that he was 
the humblest of their seryants, yet had the Lord 
giyen them many erowning mereies by his hand: 
They had thanked him, and he yalued their thanks. 
It was gratitude for those thanks whieh led him to 
ask further eounsel before they broke up the foun- 
dations of their strength at the bidding of sinful 
men. He was not the leader of idlers, tapsters, 
and roysterers, but of God-fearing men. They had 
not robbed any ; the meanest man eould say, * Whose 
oz haye I taken P' or ' Whose ass haye I taken P' 
or * Whom haye I defrauded ?* They had done no 
yiolenee, and were they, after long seryiees, to be 
sent home, to leaye their rauks, unrewarded and un- 
eared for ? Diyers of them eame from far, and they 
would faint by the way. And as to their 8eizure of 
the King, there had been diyers men, eoming they 
knew not whenee, saying that there were plots to 
deliyer the King; there had been eyen said to be 
plots in the eamp. The Lord only knew ; he trusted 
in Him, and he would do His will. 

Gromwell sat down ; he saw from the silenee whieh 
peryaded the assembly that his power oyer them was 
gone, and tbat a storm was rising. He left tbe House 
abruptly, glaneiug a look at Lisle as be went out. 

He was not out of the walls ere a member rose, 
and said it was now plain to eyery man that Qeneral 
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Cromwell did not intend to obey the Parliament 
and to disband tbe troops. His speeeb was unsatis- 
factory, and bis eonduet eguiyoeal in laying upon 
tbe troops tbe seizure of tbe King, and in detaining 
him in bis own eustody. " I propose, tberefore, tbat 
General Gromwell be eommitted to tbe Tower, and 
tbat tbe Gommissioners again resume tbeir duties aa 
appointed tbem by tbis House.*' 

Tbe proposition was seeonded in a moment, and 
tbe wbole feeling of tbe House was witb tbe speakers. 
"Yote! Vote!*' was tbe ery, Lisle was resolvedto 
obtain a bearing ; be said, — 

"Do you want anotber war? I propose tbat tbe 
House defer tbe eonsideration of tbis question." 

" No ! . no !" was tbe reply. 

" Tben bear me," said Lisle. " Is it wise to eome 
to an open rupture witb a General wbo bas always 
conquered, or to quarrel witb an army Aasbed witb 
tbe remembranee of tbeir past great deeds ? You de- 
mand tbe King. Can you keep tbe King ? Has it not 
been said tbat tbere are intrigues, even in tbis House, 
to set tbe King at liberty and to renew tbe war? 
Wben will tbis strife end, and wbere ?" 

Lisle was followed by a few other speakers, some of 
wbom were for sending again for Gromwell and bear- 
ing'furtber explanations, otbers of wbom were op- 
posed to any terms witb a rebel against tbeir power 
and autbority. Every speaker was assailed by eries 
of " Vote ! Vote !" The motion was speedily earried, 
and as speedily conveyed to Gromwell, wbo saw bis 
danger, and, putting spurs to bis borse, rode oiT, and 
not to rest until be bad reaebed tbe eamp, and told 
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the Btoiy of the attempt to arrest his person while 
trying to plead for the army. He spoke in respeet-' 
ful terms of the House of Parliament, but said there 
were among them some of the old leayen, and that 
they must be purged out before they eould hope fov 
peaee. He was interrupted hj shouts of weIcome« 
They deelared that they would haye pulled down the 
Tower to reaeh him. And after the officera had met, 
they eame to him with a resolution that they en- 
treated of him to assume the supreme eommand, 
promising to obey him, and to follow whereyer he 
ehose to lead them. Gromwell pro^essed to be bowed 
down by the burden they sought to laj upon him. 
He asked if they had not other Oenerals who had 
shewn zeal in doing the Lord's work. He said he 
would seek guidanoe in prayer; and he finally ac* 
eepted the power whieh plaeed the destinies of Eng« 
land for a season in his hands. 

It was rather as the friend of CromweIl than as 
approying his plans that Lisle had spoken, and he 
was not satisfied when he heard, on leaying the House, 
that Gromwell had fled to the army. The eoUision 
whieh he had depreeated and endeayoured to preyent 
eould not be long delayed ; and it needed no prophet 
to tell the House of Oommons that their days were 
numbered, and that they would be yery few. 
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GHAPTER XXL ' 

Fbom the moment that Gromwell left the House 
of Parliament he had resolved'neyer to part with the 
King; and it was easy for his enemies to pereeiye 
that most of the rumours of danger to the State pro« 
eeeded from his emissaries. Howeyer, under this ples 
Lisle aeted with him; and at last, eontrary to the 
wishes of many friends and to the entreaties of Aliee, 
he sat upon the beneh when the King was put upon 
his trial. She had neyer liked Gromwell, and eyery 
day that she liyed witnessed with fear his inereasing 
power and inAuenee; she had wamed her husband 
that a day would eome when they would suffer from 
the idol whieh they had set up. The republiean party 
had little to hope for, they eould only be said to 
exist ; they were oyerpowered, used, and laughed at 
by Gromwell. The sentenee of death passed upon the 
soyereign, his ealm dignity during his trial, and his 
death at Whitehall, had entirely alienated the feelings 
of a large part of the wealthy and intelligent people 
of the eountry ; and the difficulties of ruling England 
seemed to inerease with the remoyal of the King. 
There were yet prinees remaining, and the people 
looked to them as their lawful rulers, and would, 
at any moment, had they dared, haye offered them 
their allegianee; but the eountry felt that it was 
ruled by no feeble hand. Irelaud was subdued ; the 
English Aeets rode triumphantly in the Ghannel ; the 
Duteh were beaten again and again, and lost their 
pre-eminenee at sea; foreign eourts did homage to 
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the Proteetor, as he was soon after ealled, and the 
Bons of England's monareh were obliged to leaye 
!France to propitiate Cromwell'8 wishes. Aliee oiten 
eompared the eondition of the eountry in her ehild- 
hood, and her ideas of happiness and peaee, with the 
state of soeiety in whieh she was ealled upon to live. 
And she told Lisle, that although the gloiy of the 
eountry had been inereased, and no doubt that its 
tra£&c with foreign nations was improving, yet that 
the people were not so happy, either in their domestie 
or publie life. " No man,'* said Aliee, " knows what 
may happen to-morrow." 

"True," said Lisle, "but we are iree. I should 
not be one of the rulers of this great eountry were 
the King upon the throne. Neither would you be 
worshipping, as you and your father wished to worship, 
without a prelaey and priestly elergy." 

"And if the brethren had been hindered from 
teaehing the word of God in its fulneBS," said Aliee, 
''might not we have still had our Bibles, and our 
seeret meetingsP We have gained nothing by the 
ehange ; I hear daily eries of want from the ehildren 
Df expelled elergymen. What ean we expect, if we 
sow sueh seed, but to reap its fruits ?'' 

** Tou are almost a royalist now, my sweet Aliee," 
said Lisle; "I never heard you plead for them in 
days gone by as you now plead." 

*^ They are unfortunate/' said Aliee, " and I do not 
therefore negleet their petitions; were my father 
alive, I believe that he would aeknowledge that his 
hopes had been disappointed, and that our ehanges 
had not done any good to the people." 
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''I must not argue with you, Aliee," said Lisle; 
" for I shall forget what I owe to the government of 
this eountry." 

''Can 70U say, Lisle, that you feel, as you onee 
did, that you are senring God? Are you not now 
serying the purposes of an ambitious and craflby man, 
who has raised himself to power on the shoulders 
of men who have no sympathy with his rule, and 
only submit to his aeknowledged power P" 

There was so mueh truth and so mueh goodness 
in Alioe, that Lisle was not pleased with himself. 
He had known, as a lawyer, the truth of the Kiog's 
argument, that no eourt eould try him, that he was 
the aeknowledged fountain of law, and eould not bo 
tried but by his own eonsent. He had yielded to the 
force of publie opinion, and to his republiean feelings, 
in signing the death-warrant of his soyereign ; but he 
had neyer eeased to regret the aet : the justification 
of State neeessity eould be no justification to take 
away life. 

Aliee was obliged to be one of the ladies who ^re^ 
quented the Frotector*s little eourt, — she was ealled 
the Lady Aliee, — when titles inereased in fayour, and 
Gromwell, seeing the tide of publie opinion setting 
strongly in favour of aristoeratie institutions, wished 
to make the soyereign power hereditary in his family. 
She went to eourt yery seldom ; but was always re<* 
eeiyed with marked attention by the Proteetor and 
his family. "No man, probably, excelled Gromwell in 
the knowledge of men ; he was seldom mistaken in 
the ehoiee of his instruments ; and he had reeeiyed 
toQ many petitions from Lisle not tg know that the 
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most grateful thing to his wife was to shew kindness 
to those who had 8uffered froin the eiTil wars. It 
was on one of her yisits to his eourt that the Pro- 
teetor took seyeral pieees of gold, and said to her, 
" You have many petitioners, I hear ; your husband 
tells me that he eannot retum home unless he has 
something from me ; distribute these among some of 
them for me." 

^* Your Highness is good," said Aliee, " I have been 
rery grateful for your answer to mauy of mj peti- 
tioners; I have now some in comfortable eireumstanees 
who would otherwise have been most unhappy." 

''lt is," said Oromwell, ''the only pleasant aeeom- 
paniment of power. It eosts me mueh pain to re- 
ject petitions that for reasons of state I eannot 
grant. The poverty of the elergy, who are suffering 
mueh, I eannot reliere ; they aire by prineiple, and, as 
they thinky by interest, inseparably eonneeted with 
the royal party and aristoeratie govemment: they 
must suffer for their eonduet." 

" And they do 8uffer," said Aliee ; " the ejection of 
80 many men with familie8 from an ooeupation that 
iinfit8 a man for other duties, has produeed great 
8uffering : I have relieved it whenever I eould do so ; 
but it surpasses any private eharity ; I am therefore 
tliankful to give your Highness' alms." 

Alioe eould hardly think this was ih0 man who 
had proeured the death of his 80vereign; eertain it 
is that, whether from motives of poliey or from, the 
dietates of good*nature, Gromwell was very aniioos 
to avoid seyerity, and shewed great respeet for the 
eonseientious seruples of religious men. 

o 



194 ALIGB lislb: 



The yieissitudes of the Proteetorate afforded diuly 
eause of anxiety to Lisle and eases of neeessity to Aliee. 
It was found impossible for Gromwell to meet the 
returning wish for monarehy ; and in his own family 
the ruler of the land eould traee what was passing in 
many familieB. The attempt to offer him a erown 
had nearly alienated many of his warmest friends, 
while it angered those who had believed that they 
would ultimately haye a republie. 

One day a pamphlet was published, ''Eilling no 
Murder:" Gromwell read it, and said to Lisle, *'I 
ean do nothing to propitiate these men. Here is 
a paper whieh adyoeates that most dastardly of all 
things» assassination ; the fear of it now haunts me 
80 that religion, and that relianee on God's de- 
erees whieh I haye eyer belieyed, do not help me 
to shake off the gloom whieh seems to hang as a 
doud over me." 

Lisle said that some desperado might haye written 
it, but that it eould not be said to be a prineiple 
of Gharles Stuart's party ; and that he thought the 
pamphlet should be thrown awa^s and no notiee taken 
of it. Lisle undertook that it should be answered 
without seeming to be named. 

**I am ill at ease," saidGromweU; ''I hayelaboured 
day and night for this people, to make them a great 
nation; I have striyen to promote the glory of God, 
and to do good to the souls of men; God has laid 
upon me some great works, and I have performed 
them, and of some I ean say men willed, but had not 
the eourage to perform.*' 

'^ Your Highness has many friends, and the eountry* 
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is more quiet now that the honour of England is 
upheld in foreign lands." 

" Yet they do not support me," said Gromwell ; " I 
eannot bear this great burden for ever. Who will 
take it up wben I ky it down P" 

Lisle did not answer. 

" You do not think the Eepublieans eould rule the 
eountry," eontinued Cromwell; "that word is now 
hateful. It is ouly by my support that Parliament 
maintains any inAuenee in the eountry ; it is not re- 
speeted." 

" It might have been," said Lisle. 

" I know not when," answered Gromwell, hastily ; 
'* the Lord has never guided their deliberations, and 
the people are weary of them." 

" Had you put yourself at the head of the Parlia- 
ment they would have been respeeted," said Lisle. 

" And I P" said Oromwell. 

Lisle did not reply, but immediately tumed the 
conversation to the state of the eountry. When he- 
had ended, he left, and eame home so heavy-hearted 
that Aliee was confident something had disturbed 
him: and when they had sat for some time in si- 
lenee, she said, — "Lisle, is anything wrong P" 

" Yes, Aliee," he said ; ** I have to-day leamed, nofe 
my first lesson, but the longest lesson I ever had, on 
the instability of power. The Proteetor is frightened 
beyond measure at a pamphlet; he says he eaniiot 
shake off the effects of it ; it is ealled * Killing no 
Murder.' " 

" I have heard of it this morning ; it is very mueh 
read, and I did not think any more of the pamphlet 
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tban I should of mj of tbe otber Beurrilous papers 
wbieb are getting only too eommon." 

''lt is not wbat you tbink, but wbat tbe bead of 
tbe goyemment tbinks, tbat is tbe question," said 
Lisle ; ^' be does not rest from tbe fear of assassination 
wbieb it bas inspired. It may mean notbing, for I 
do not tbink so badly of Prinee Gbarles's party as 
to tbink tbem assassins ; but tbe book bas a terrible 
effect on Oromwell." 

" And wbat would assassination ayail tbem P £icbard 
wili sueeeed bis fatber ; and if be bas not tbe same 
eapaeity for ruling men, be bas not so many enemies 
to fear. Henry, wbo is best fitted for power, retires 
firom it,*' said Aliee ; '' but tbere is a eertainty tbat, in 
some way or otber, tbe goyernment would go on as 
it does." 

" No, Aliee, I do not partake of tbe Proteotor's fear8, 
but I ean see mueb trouble before us. His life is 
our life. Suppose it possible tbat Oromwell ialls sud- 
denly, and Prinee Obarles is proelaimed, we must 
go into eiile. I sball quit tbe eountry wben I see 
any moyement to restore tbe royal power ; for wbat- 
eyer otbers may suffer, it is eertain tbat tbey wbo 
eondemned King Gbarles will baye to flee for tbeir 
liyes." 

'' Tbat I.baye always feared," said Aliee ; *'but let 
us bope tbat tbe Frotector*s life may be prolonged." 

" It may be," said Lisle ; " boweyer it is impossible 
to look on witbout sad forebodings wben a man wbo 
bas faced danger in tbe field is prostrated by a book." 

Tbe Proteetor's femily were a subject of frequent 
obseryations and diseussions. Lisle eoneluded tbat 
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whUe he might be able to struggle on, yet that anj 
great convulsion must oyerset the goyemment. The 
army was diyided, and they knew little about the 
Seoteh diyision, whioh was under Monk, an able 
general, and a elosoy careful man. The English army 
was known to be republiean, thus hindering all Crom« 
well's hopes of a kingdom. "When the Proteetor re- 
yiewed his position, he found that he really depended 
only on the renown of his past aetions, and his yigor- 
ous administration of goyemment; that he had no 
personal party, and few personal friends. 

It was in this situation of publie affairs that the 
Proteetor was taken suddenly ill, and, to the eonster- 
nation of his family and his dependants, died. Lisle 
was immediately summoned to be of Biehard Crom- 
weirs eouneil, and at first all things looked well ; for 
although none of the leaders had any eonddenee in his 
abilities, they were too fearful of eaeh other to be able 
to oppose him. 

A few months passed away, and the army again 
began to oyerawe the goyernment, when Lisle retired, 
and refused to enter any more into publie affairs. He 
said that he had spent the best of his life to oppose 
the tyranny of one man, and he would be no party 
to making twenty tyrants in his room. The army 
insisted that the new Proteetor should dismiss the 
Parliament, and althoiigh he despised them, he eon- 
sented. 

But he soon after renouneed his dignity, andHenry, 
who goyemed Ireland well, resigned his office, so that 
the ^amily of Gromwell beeame again priyate citizens. 

Aliee was yery glad to see more of her husband, al- 
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though she saw him ofben sad, disgosted at the issue of 
a great enterprise, and preparing to eiile himseir for 
ever from his native land. He gave up the house in 
Watling-street, and parted with variouB artieles whieh 
they had long eherished. Money was sent to Holland, 
to be plaeed in the banks. Eriends and enemies offered 
advice : the former advis€;d eaution and more trust 
in the govemment ; the latter, confidence in the ele- 
meney of Prinee Gharles, who was eertain to eome to 
his throne. General Monk was reported to be ad- 
vancing on London. He had leamed from Oromwell 
to despise a disordered and divided House of Gom- 
mons. Lisleheard daily of his advance, and perceived 
triumph marked on e^ery royalist face. Monk was 
going to be Proteetor : Monk was going to reinstate 
the Stuarts. But he was silent ; and before he had 
arrived in.London, Aliee with Lisle had gone on 
board the paeket-boat and sailed for Amsterdam. 

"You are safe, Lisle," said Aliee, '*even though 
in ezile ; and where you are, there is my happiness. 
.Happier days may eome^ and we may see Bateombe 
Orange again." 

*' Never, Aliee, never !" said Lisle. 



GHAPTER XXIL 

The vessel had not more than touehed the guays 
when a ^riendly hand put a note into Lisle's poeket. 
It eontained only a siugle word, — " Beware !" He 
shewed it to Aliee, and she resolved to eoneeal her 
husband until night, and then to remove him to a lodg- 
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ing near to tbe guays, where they might see what was 
going on and be unobseryed. During the bustle of 
disembarking passengers Lisle was not notieed, and 
Aliee set out to find lodgings. She found many Eng- 
lish people, but they were friends of the King : she 
heard bitter threats uttered against Old KoU and hia 
party, and she was told that the King would haye his 
own again, and put down the eropheads. She wan- 
dered along the quays, admiring the quaint-looking 
houses, until at length she found a Duteh family will- 
ing to receive them for a time. Aliee said that her 
husband was so ill that he eould not go out of doors, 
but that she would get a boat to bring him as near to 
the house as possible, and then he eould, by the help 
of the men, walk into the rooms. 

When she eame baek to the ship she told Lisle of 
her plan ; and as soon as it grew dark she again set 
out, to hire a boat and men to pull alongside the yessel, 
and to help her to remoye her husband. She told the 
sailors he was weakened by sea-siekness ; and as thej 
had seen him suffer during the yoyage, they said that 
he would soon be better, and handed him oyer the 
side of the yessel into the boat. 

'' He's eome oyer to see the King," said one ; ''he 
is going to be his friend now." 

" Well, friends is easily found when one doesn't 
want 'em," was the ready answer. 

''And maybe,*' said another, in Aliee's hearing, 
" he's found the eountry too hot for him ; them erop- 
heads will haye a sore time of it now." 

"Ah! it's all fair," was the answer; "they have 
had their tum, and now t'others has theirs." 
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Aliee covered her husband with a eoarse rug, and 
was glad when, after a short pull» tbey eame nearly 
opposite to the house where she had taken a lodging. 
A moderate gratuity rendered the men willing helpers, 
for they thought that they were eonyeying a siek man. 
Well muffled up and hid from obseryation, Lisle was 
eonyeyed to his bed, and Aliee was relieyed from an 
oyerwhelming burden. When they were alone she 
said, — 

'^I hope now that you are safe, but I have not 
known an hour's peaee sinee we left London. The 
town is full of the Eoyal followers, and of neutrals» 
who have eome to offer their services or to shew their 
zeal ; I do not think they would eare what they did 
to appear zealous to the King." 

" And you think, Aliee, that they would kill me ?'* 

" If their deeds are as bad as their words they will 
kill anybody that is not a follower of the King." 

'* You have taken eare to spare me this pain, Aliee, 
but you ean never take from me the feeling that I am 
an eiile." 

" I will share your feelings, and God will support 
us," said Aliee. '^lt is the ezile's lot to feel sepa- 
ration painful, beeause forced, and to fear for his 
eountry when he knows he is powerless to afford her 
help." 

"Yes," said Lisle; "everything is strange. The 
language, the manners, the look of the houses, these 
eurious craft, and broad-built men, from the little 
view I have had of them, say every one to me, * You 
are a stranger in a strange land.' " 

Aliee said, '' But by God's merey safe irom enemies, 
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and no danger to friends ; able to liye happily, and, it 
may be, yet to do good." 

They retired to rest and elept soundly; in the 
morning Aliee began to perTorm her houBehold duties 
with her own hands. She got breakfa8t, and obliged 
her husband to eontinue his eharaeter of a siek man, 
This went on for nearly a week, Aliee going out 
daily, and hearing rumours of the moyements of the 
King's iriends. She saw 8everal boats filled with 
her eountrymen, their boisterous mirth and loud 
eurses eonrineing her that they were bound for Eng- 
land. At length she reeeiyed a letter whieh told of 
the King's arriyal in London, and of his reeeption by 
the people. 

*'It was time that we left,*' said Aliee; "who 
eould think that a nation eould ehange in bo short 
a time ?*' 

Lisle said, ''They will ehange again to«morrow. 
England may be happy for a time, but it will neyer 
be happy long under the Stuarts; they are a fal8e, 
prodigal raee» without any religious fear or honesty 
in them." 

" What will they do to the Cromwells ?" said Aliee. 

** They are great men, and may eseape, but none of 
the leaders in the Protector*s seryiee will be spared ; 
indeed, most haye, with us, found safety in Aight ; we 
haye neyer been quite unprepared sinee the great 
man's death. He eould at any time haye brought the 
eountry round again. He had erushed all foreign 
opposition, but he eould not destroy the feelings of 
his eountrymen, and fear of domestie troubles em- 
bittered his last years. A time wiU eome, howeyer» 
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when be will be known as a great man, and when 
Eogland will honour his name." 

By degrees the royalists lefb Amsterdam,' and the 
Eoglish language would only have been heard on the 
Ezchange, where a few merehants met to transaet 
business, had not Aliee soon after met faces that were 
familiar to her, friends in eiile who eould tell of 
losses, eseapes, imprisonments, and finallj banishment 
for life from England*s fair fields and bright homes. 
Thej eould not find a friend to help them. So eom- 
pletely did the nation seem to haye rallied round 
King eharles, that had he been eruel he might haye 
taken the liyes of eyery one of his enemies, and of any 
who had opposed his rule; but instead of this he 
spent his time in pleasure, and took little eare for 
publie a^Tairs. 

When it appeared safe, Lisle walked out, at first 
with Aliee, and after a time alone, and he soon re- 
eeiyed kiadness and attention from the Duteh people. 
The burgomaster eame to see him privatelj, and pro- 
mised him proteetion for life and liberty, but advised 
eaution, as the partizans of the King were yery bitter 
against all who had been eoneemed in the late goyem- 
ment, and espeeially against those who had signed the 
King's death-warrant. From the English merehants 
he reeeiyed many kindnesses ; he had been able to serye 
them when in authority; and through their hands 
he reeeiyed money and presents from his friends in 
England. He was, howeyer, often weary of his dull 
life, and at times fell into fits of despondeney, from 
whieh Aliee aroused him by urging him to eon- 
^tant exercise, and often walking with him. He had 
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loBt all fear of danger from his enemieB, when he 
obserred in his walkB that two men followed him, 
and Beemed to be watehing his movement8. He im- 
mediately erossed a eana!, and ealling a boat, puUed 
for Bome distanee; when seeing no one foUow, he 
eoneluded that it was a mere idle fancy. But as Lisle 
was now more known, Aliee resolyed to ehange her 
Tesidenee, and to go more into the eentre of the town, 
when she had found a house to suit her. She thought 
Beriously of the alarms at whieh her husband now 
laughed, and said, "We will go near to the Town- 
house, beeause we Bhall be more under the burgo- 
master's proteetion.'' 

Lisle said that he wanted no proteetion ; that he 
was under the eare of the Eepublie, and that no man 
would risk his own life to hurt him. "I have not 
made a personal enemy,'' said Lisle. 

*' No," said Aliee, " but you have bitter enemies 
among the royal party, and we may as well be safe. 
None of our friends feel quite seeure ; for they say that 
there are some of the King's party reeently eome into 
the eity, and they are here for no good." 

"They are never anywhere for good," said Lisle, 
« but I do not fear them." 

He eontinued his daily walks, sometimes thinking 
that he was watehed, and then again ridieuling his 
,fears; until one day, when walking through some 
com-fieldB, he saw three men waUdng rapidly in a 
line with him, and making for a bridge aeross a eanal 
by whieh he had to pass. He was alone, and without 
appearing to notiee their movement8 he quickened 
his paee, and reaehed the bridge with them, for they 
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walked quickly, and although they had a greater dis- 
tanee to go, yet beiog young and active they were 
able to preyent his eseaping tbem. He tumed to &ce 
them, and pereeiying they were his own eountrymen 
he saluted them, and they said, " We want you." 

" I think not," said Lisle ; " I don't know anything 
about you." 

" We know that you are John Lisle, and if you do 
not eome peaeeably you are a dead man." 

They drew their swords: Lisle tried to defend 
himseir, and running towards the bridge he kept his 
antagonists at bay by patting his baek against a 
buttress. His hope was that he might prolong the 
eontest untii some passers-by would eome to his 
assistanee ; but no one seemed to be near. The men, 
after one or two feints, perceived that they must 
make a dash at him or lose their opportunity; so, 
attaeking him at the same moment, he was struek 
to the ground, and wounded on the shoulder of his 
sword-arm : Lisle dropped his weapon, and it was 
snatehed up immediately. When they had bound his 
wounds and their own, they signalled to a boatman. 
on the eanal, who had evidently brought them up to 
enable them to follow Lisle without being seen. 

" What are you going to do with me ?" said Lisle ; 
" have I done you any harm ?" 

"No," said one, "but you are going to leam to 
danee." 

" Do you mean to hang me ?*' said Lisle. 

" Oh no," said the men, " we are not going to hurt 
you, and we shall take you as tenderly as a babe to 
them that sent us.' 



»» 
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** Ask no more questionB," said one, who appeared to 
be the leader : *' 70U fellow8, take him without a word 
to the boat, and if any one speaks until we get to the 
^ Sea-Mew/ I will teaeh him a danee with the eats." 

Lisle saw that it was useless to eontend any more : 
thej bound him hand and foot, and were about to 
put a gag on his mouth, when he promised silenee. 
The leader said, ^'Yes, or instant death." He was 
then earried into the boat and covered oyer with 
reeds. For some readon, unknown to Lisle, they 
waited, and then puUed leisurely down the eanal 
until they were overtaken by some barges, whieh 
they followed through the loeks. 

" What haye you got there ?" asked some boatmen. 

" Only a few reeds," was the answer. 

Theu there was a jabber of hal^-English, half-Dutch, 
and proposals to meet at the *' Golden Lion," on the 
quay, in the eyening. Lisle eould hear eyery sound, 
but he felt that it was useless to ery out, for the 
leader of the party watehed him, and by addressing 
the men shewed him that he was neyer left. After 
some hours he was uncovered, and asked to rise 
without making a noise : ropes were then attaehed 
to his body, so that he eould be drawn up into a 
yessel whieh lay alongside, laden, and ready to put 
to sea. 

When he got upon deek he asked why he was taken 
on board ship by yiolenee P The eaptain eame forward 
and said, ** John Lisle, you are eharged with being a 
traitor to your lawful king, and with eonspiring to 
put him to death/' 

'' I am no traitor," replied Lisle ; " Gharlea Stuart 
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was Tairly tried and eondemned. I am living under 
tbe proteetion of tbe Duteb Eepublie, and you will 
answer for any barm that bappens to me." 

^' Ko tbreats bere," said tbe eaptain : '' take him 
below, and if be gives tmy trouble, gag bim, and oyer- 
board witb bim." 

He was no sooner stowed away below tban be beard 
preparations for leaying tbe quay. Portunately a 
beayy fog bad risen oyer tbe riyer, and it was only 
witb great difficulty tbat tbey eould work tbe ship 
elear of otber yessels, and tbe eaptain raged like a 
wild beast wben be found tbat be was detained. 

" We sball be eaugbt," said be ; "I know tbat we 
sball not get elear off witb bim." 

'* Here's tbe pilot," said one of tbe sailors. 

" Sball we sail, Oyerkirk P" said tbe eaptain. 

" You're in a migbty burry to be off, eaptain." 

" Pusb ber off if you ean," said the eaptain; "if 
we ean elear tbe eoast we sball see our ^ay again. 
You Dutebmen eat fogs, and drink fog8, and smoke 
fogs." 

" And you Englisbmen sbould not eome bere if you 
do not like our eountry. — A pipe, eaptain, and no 
more words." 

About midnigbt tbe fog eleared, wben tbe eaptain 
set sail. Lisle was on bis way to England. He was 
deeply grieyed for bis wife's sake ; bis own fate be saw 
yery elearly before bim. But Aliee was too energetie 
to negleet any ebanee of saying ber busband. Wben 
be did not return at bis usual bour, ber suspieions 
were aroused; sbe went to the burgomaster, and find- 
ing bim engaged, sbe wrote a note and sent it to bim 
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hj a seryant, saying thafc her husband had not re- 
turned, and she feared for his sa^ety. Asking the gen« 
tlemen with him to wait, the burgomaster eame into 
the ante-room, and said he wouid send messengers to 
enquire after him, and order no more permits to pass 
the eustom-house without the vessels being searehed. 

These orders oeeupied some time, so that while thej 
were being earried out, the ** Sea-Mew" had got under 
weigh, with her pilot on board. Aliee went home, 
but eould not rest, and about ten o*clock she went 
again to the burgomaster, who said that no one had 
been able to bring any tidings of her husband sinee 
he had left the eity. He asked Aliee to wait, and 
went to the guays to stimulate the men to their duty ; 
there he heard that the " Sea-Mew" had gone off has- 
tily, and that Oyerkirk was on board as pilot ; and 
divining rightly that it was the vessel he was seeking, 
. he ordered his own galley to be got ready to pursue 
the " Sea-Mew." Eetuming home, he told Aliee that 
he had hopes of bringing her husband baek ; that a 
yessel had left the ^uay in a suspieious manner, that 
providentiall)r the fog must have prevented it from 
getting &uj distanee, and that his own galley was sure 
to overtal<e them before they got out of the Zuyder 
Zee. "Hans, my favourite pilot, shall go with the 
galley, and trust me, my dear lady, your husband 
will be soon at home again." 

Aliee returned to her lodgings, and spent the night 
in prayer. She had done all that she eould, and trust- 
ing in the providence of God, she waited the result 
of the last eATorts of the burgomaster to 8ave her 
husband. 
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GHAPTER IIIII. 

It was nearly two o'eloek in the morning when the 
^' Amsterdam" got under weigh, and Hans took the 
helm. An officer of the Bepublie with some soldiers 
eame on board, and the master said, '* Now, my lads, 
Oyerkirk is aboard the ' Sea-Mew ;* thej haye got 
a good hour's start of us, and I think a little more. 
Keep the yessel well up to her work." 

The orders whieh he gaye were rapidly obeyed ; a 
erew of pieked men, used to the nayigation of the 
riyer, and trained with a yiew of being pilots, they 
threaded their way through a ^orest of ships, and 
when the riyer seemed to be elear, began to erowd on 
more sail. 

'^ What's the old burgo ailber P" asked some of the 
sailors, as they saw a eloud of eanyas passing them 
rapidly. 

"There's something wrong," was the answer. 

" And old Hans will bring them up," was the reply. 

The ''Amsterdam'' kept on her way, and whateyer 
the '* Sea-Mew" was doing, there was not mueh doubt 
that eyery e^Tort would be made to bring her to before 
she eould elear the eoast or daim the proteetion of 
an English man-of-war. 

"We are working out well," said the eaptain to 
Oyerkirk ; ^' I shall drop you by eyening if this wind 
holds." 

" And it will hold," was the pilot's answer ; " the 
breeze has stiSened a bit, and we haye plenty of 
eanyas for our ballast." 
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They passed yesBelB working up the riyer, and 
trying to get along by taeking ; then they oyertook 
heayily-laden merehantmen, who, although they knew 
the sailing qualitieB of the ''Sea-Mew/' wondered 
why she had so mueh eanyas set* They were get- 
ting on rapidly, they met fewer yesselB, and already 
were hoping to be able to haul to, and put the pilot 
on board a boat whieh they eould Bee in the distaneey 
when the eaptain's attention was ealled to a small 
galley with spreading eanyas whieh seemed like a 
speek in the offing, but whieh was eleaying the 
waters around her into long lines of foam. 

** What's this, pilot P^' said the eaptain ; "you haye 
no pirates here, I hope F" 

*'No," said the pilot, '^no sea-sharks ttouble our 
waters, but there's plenty of land-sharks up the river,'' 
and the pilot eursed them roundly. Galling to a man, 
he gaye him the helm, and raising a glass, he said, 
''lt's the 'Amsterdam,' with the burgomaster's co- 
lours Aying." Taking the helm again, he said, '^ Cap- 
tain, are your papers all right." 

'^Yes," said the eaptain, tuming pale; and going 
into his eabiii, he brought out his papers and shewed 
the well-known eity seal. 

" All right now," said the pilot, " we will shew old 
Hans that somebody besides himself ean steer under 
eanyas in the Zuyder Zee." 

"Do," said the eaptain. ^'Haul up another sail, 
and keep the main-sail and fore-sail wet." The men 
obeyed, part of them from fear, and all stimulated by 
a feeling of riyalry between the two nations. The 
pilot's eye was bright with emotion ; he had as mueh 
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aboye him as the yessel eould bear, aud she almost 
quiyered with the rapidity of her motion over the 
water. 

" It*s a yery beautiful sight, eaptain, and one not ta 
be seen eyerydayj look at the * Amsterdam,' " said 
he ; " there is only one man in the world that would 
earry so mueh sail on that craft, and that is Hans ^ 
but he has not mueh ballast, so he'U be careful. He 
ean hug those shoals eloser than we ean, and thus 
saye a mile. — Beautifully shayed, Hans/' said Over- 
kirk; and he was enthusiastie in his praises of the 
seamanship of the *' Amsterdam." 

The eaptain said, " We ean earry more sail, pilot.'* 

" More ! what more would you earry ?** said Over- 
kirk; *^the 'Sea-Mew' staggers now, and you don^t 
want to run her under water, do you ?" 

" No," said the eaptain ; '' but better there than let 
the burgo eateh us." 

" Ho, ho !" said Oyerkirk, " are you running away, 
then r 

"No," said the eaptain, earelessly; **but I don't 
eare to be beaten by that seallop-shell." 

"Seallop — seallop-shell !" said Oyerkirk; "shewill 
be into us in half-an-hour, and nothing ean pre- 
yent it, unless she should by any ehanee run on 
to the banks; but that is not likely with old Hans 
aboard." 

The ezcitement of the pursuit inereased on board 
the " Amsterdam" when they saw the " Sea-Mew" be- 
fore them ; they knew that they were gaining on her, 
and tbe master wished to fire a gun to make her bring 
to ; but H£^s said, " No, don't ; old Kirk wiU say we 
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c«uld not eateh him ; in half-an-hour, if he goes on 
this taek, I will run into him." 

*' I'll giye 70U half-an-hour and three minuteSi and 
then I fire/' said the master. 

" Very well," said Hans. " Now just look at the 
old boy ; there he goes, with eyery stiteh of eanyas 
the ship ean earry, and he is running among shoals 
that haye brought many a braye fellow to an early 
graye ; but he knows his road as well as if he was 
running down a eanal." 

''Does he know what he has aboard, think yeP" 
said the officer. 

" Not he," said Hans. " He's as simple as a ehild 
off the riyer; he don't know nothing but steering, 
and it's not here and there one that ean beat him 
at that ; he's just a shewing us a bit of seamanship, 
and it's good too ; he knows we haye only just ballast 
enough to earry what's aboye us, and he ean earry 
more than we ean; but, Earky, we shall soon haye 
you.'* 

^' The eaptain is sailing for his liberty, if not his 
life," said the officer. 

"Yes, but he eouldn't earry his head as he does 
alone." Nothing eseaped the eye of Hans, and he 
said that the " Sea-Mew " eouldn't be better handled ; 
they had not lost an ineh of sea-room, but the " Am^ 
sterdam" was beating them by her being less deep in 
the water. 

The half-hour had brought the ships nearly to- 
gether. The officer stood with his wateh in his hand 
and eounted the minutes. One, — they gained, they 
eould hail the " Sea-Mew ;" two, — and they eould see 
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diatinetly eyery moyement on deek ; three, — and t]ia 
gon boomed. 

*^ There*s the bnrgo's gun« I must haul to." 

" No," said the eaptain ; " no." 

''Then you may take the helm," said Oyerkirk; 

she'U haye a shot into jou in a minute." 
Yery well, then," said the eaptain, and he began 
to bring up the yessel. 

Meanwhile Hans watehed their moyements, lest 
hj any triek they sbould eseape him. When he saw 
that the sails were reeting, he tben brought up the 
" Amsterdam," and lowering a boat, put the officera! 
and soldiers with their arms into it, and ordered the 
men to puU for the " Sea-Mew." The officer told the 
men to be ready to put down any resistanee, and thu» 
prepared, they soon drew alongside the *' Sea-Mew," 
and shewed their orders to seareh the yessel. They 
were immediately allowed to get on board, and tlie. 
eaptain ofered to surrender Lisle, who, he said, wa» 
below. The officer told him he must answer to the 
burgomaster for earrying away by stealth and by 
force a person enjoying the proteetion of the eity 
of Amsterdam. 

" And you wiU haye to answer to the King of Eng«^ 
land for detaining one of his yessels with a traitor on 
board, who eondemned the King's father to death." 

"The Bepublie of HoUand is the reiuge for the. 
tinfortunate," said the officer, with dignity. Going. 
below, he found Lisle lying in great paln and Buffering 
from his wounds as well as from sea-siekness. He im». 
mediately addressed Lisle, saying that he was happy 
to be the means of aBBimn? him of safety, and that he, 
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would be immediately taken baek to the eity. Lisle 
thanked him, and said he Bhould be glad to haye his 
wounds dressed, if anj opportunit^ offered, before they 
went up the riyer. The officer said that they might 
meet with some man-of-war, when a surgeon should 
eome to him, otherwise he would be obUged to wait 
their arriTal at the eity. 

The return to Amsterdam was yery slow; they 
were taeking for seyeral hours; at length the wind 
yeered round, and they made some waj; but the 
sailors said thej had run out too fast, and were going 
baek again too slow. The eaptains who had been de- 
tained jeered them as thej saw them brought baek, 
waited upon bj the '' Amsterdam," and with soldiers on 
board. It was not until about middaj that thej arriyed 
at their moorings, and that the erew of the '' Amster- 
dam" were able to go ashore. The telegraph had an- 
nouneed the retum of both yessels, and erowds lined 
the quajs when thej hove in sight; when it was 
known that Lisle was safe there was great shouting 
and noise. 

The burgomaster*s barge was manned, and followed 
bj his officers, and aeeompanied bj Aliee Lisle, thej 
rowed out into the stream, and were soon alongside 
the ''Sea-Mew." The eaptain saw that he was in 
trouble; although he shewed eyerj respeet to the 
burgomaster, and ordered his men to assist them 
on board, he was uneasj and restless. When thej 
were on board, Aliee hastened to her husband, and 
although shoeked bj seeing him pale and wounded, 
she eontroUed her feeling8, and weleomed him baek. 
She then raised him up &om his rough resting-plaee, 
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aud began to dress his wounds before the doetor 
arriyed ; Lisle looked his thanks^ for he eould seareely 
speak. 

In the meantime, the burgomaster had asked the 
eaptain hj what authority he had earried off an Eng- 
lishman residing under his proteetion. 

" He is a regieide," said the eaptain. " I was told 
to bring him to England, and I should be rewarded 
for my trouble ; but for that matter I'd have brought 
him for nothing, for I would drown the lot of them if 
I had them aboard, and it's a pity I didn't fling this 
fellow overboard." 

"Toung man," said the burgomaster, "had you 
done 80, you would have swung from that yard-arm 
before many days had passed over your head ; but you 
shall be tried by the laws of the eountry. Officer, do 
your duty." 

The eaptain and men were ordered to get into the 
boat, and were taken to the eity gaol. 

"I am an Englishman," said the eaptain; '^you 
have no right to take me off my ship, and if I had 
been on the high seas you dared not to do it." 

"You are now in the Duteh territory," said the 
burgomaster, " and you may think yourself fortunate 
if you ever see England again." Tuming to the 
pilot, he said, " Overkirk, how was it you took thia 
vessel out with a man on board." 

" I never saw him," said Overkirk ; " at least, they 
said he was an Englishman, wounded in a brawl, that 
they were taking home, and they shewed me their 
papers." 

** Were they right ?" said the burgomaster. 
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*' They had the eity seal, and I did not trouble to 
read the papers when I saw that." 

** It is well," said the burgomaster, " that you are 
not eoneerned in earrying off this unfortunate man, 
or I should have removed you from the list of pilots : 
be C5areful, Overkirk." 

Hans looked out for Overkirk, and when he got 
ashore he said, "Well, old kidnapper, hasn't the 
burgo sent you to prison yet ?** 

" No, Hans ; I never knew what they had aboard ; 
I saw the seal on the papers, and that was enough 
for me." 

** But when you saw us in ehase why did you erowd 
on sail P" said Hans. 

" I knew you was aboard, and I thought we would 
try a bit of seamanship ; but there's no ehanee with 
the ' Amsterdam,* only I thought maybe a sail or two 
^^7 gOi and we outsail them. We had all we eould 
bear, and I knew you eould not earry so mueh for 
want of ballast." 

" 'Twas a good mateh, Kirky, but we've got you ; 
oome to the 'Lion;'" and the two pilots smoked 
their pipes, and talked over their run down the 
Zuyder Zee, 

As soon as the " Sea-Mew" eould be hauled along- 
side the quay, Lisle was lifted on deek, and earried 
irom thenee to his home. Aliee walked by his side, 
the kind-hearted people eheered them as they passed, 
and offers of service were made by high and low. 
The hospitality of the eity was well known, and Aliee 
received kindness from friends and strangers. Dishes 
were sent daily from the burgomaster's table, and 
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when Lisle was better, tbe official barge was plaoed 
at his disposaly that he might take the air without 
fatigue. Aliee was gratitied hj the kiudness she 
reeeiyed, but she obserred that Lisle did not seem 
to rally. He was always auiious if left alone, and 
it was some time before he reeoyered so far as to 
be able to aeknowledge in person the hospitality of 
the eity and the kindness of its chief magistrate. 
When he did so, the burgomaster said that they had 
upon prineiple always extended the hand of kindness 
to politieal exiles ; and he trusted that a day might 
arriye when the angry feelings whieh existed might 
pass away, and when Lisle would return to his 
happy eountry. 



OHAPTER XXIY. 

TnE Lisles eontinued to re^id^ at Amsterdam some 
time after the event we haye related, experiencing 
daily kindness from the citizen8, and respeet from the 
exiles, who eontinued to arrive until they formed a 
little eongregation, under pne Elias Soattergood, an 
exiled minister, who had been ejected from a living 
into whieh he had been obtruded, but in whieh he 
had faithfull7 fulfilled his duties. The aeeounts whieh 
they received eaeh year seemed to shew that England 
was fa8t deelining in morals, and that she was without 
politieal inAuenee on the Gontinent. Lisle did not, 
howeyer, feel that there waa any prospeet of his 
retum to his own eountry, and as his health did not 
improye, Aliee proposed that they should go for a 
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time to Geneya, to try if the more genial elimate 
would benefit him. It was not pleasant to go forth 
among strangers, and Aliee said, " Let us only con« 
sider ourselyes as trayellers, who are going a short 
journe7, and that we are some day to retum and rest 
our bones in this old eity, and among many kind 
friend8." 

^' All life is a pilgrimage, and mine is now a weary 
one," said Lisle, " only I have you left to brighten it ; 
I seem to live without any power of beiug useful." 

'^I am not sure that there is not good inquiet- 
ness," said Aliee ; " we have been able to help many 
poor eziles here who would otherwise have been in 
penury," 

" Yes," said Lisle, "but that is very different from 
the great life that I onee led, when no day passed 
without subjects of importanee to my fellow-creature8 
being diseussed before me, and when I was able to 
InAuenee eounsels for their good. Look at England 
now, the prey of foreign hariots and the slaye of 
Ereneh inSuenee and morals ; I know nothing worse 
than this for my eountry, and I see no hope, for the 
people are weary of ehanges, and submit to a lax rule 
rather than again struggle for their rights." 

" Are they not, Lisle, weary too of being the tools 
of designing men P Are they not siek of seeing pa- 
triots who, raised to power by their means, despise 
them and trample upon them? We eertainly hear 
no good of the English eourt, and if it were bAter 
than it is our friends would not admire it ; but at all 
events we are not perseeuted by their orders, nor is 
our property taken from us." 
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" It might be worse," said Lisle, " but we owe it 
ratber to the natural indifference of the King than to 
any goodwill of his party." 

The remoTal from Amsterdam was attended with 
many pleasing ineidents. The eongregation met for 
Bolemn prayer, and the minister inyoked a blessing 
upon them; the poorer members yolunteered little 
seryiees in a spirit of kindness that is beyond priee : 
and in the early spring they remoyed from a plaee 
they had leamed to eall home. 

It was more than a month after they had left 
Amsterdam that they arriyed at Geneya, with letters 
to a few friends; and their first arriyal was not 
marked by any pleasing features. They were kindly 
reeeiyed, but they found themselyes obliged to learn 
another language, and to aeeustom themselyes to an 
entire ehange of manners ; but the elimate made up 
for a great deal of small yexation. Lisle seemed 
daily to gain new life and streugth; the wounda 
whieh had from tim^ to time eaused him trouble 
eeased to annoy; and the years rolled on in their 
eyen eourse without any ehanges. Oeeasionally an 
old friend who had eseaped from the obseryation of 
the goyemment, or eompounded by the loss of some 
of his property, brought him news from England. 
Old eompanions and friends were passing away, and 
the bittemess of party feeling in a measure subsided. 
** But," he said to Lisle, " the England of your days 
is libt." Lisle would ask, " Is there any hope of our 
retum P" and eyery friend would answer " None." 
Lisle knew without enquiry, and Aliee felt keenly 
the knowledge whieh he possessed, that whoeyer was 
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spared, no regieide would be pardoned. This it was 
that oeeasionally eaused Aliee so mueh suffering. With« 
out any reason, when the time drew near that they 
had put the King upon his trial, Lisle would remain 
silent for days together, ayoiding his usual walks, and 
only taking his food meehanieally. He eould not bear 
to be disturbed, and beeame angry if urged to do any- 
thing. As any eieiting news reaehed him, these fits 
of gloom inereased, until at length Aliee was obliged 
to keep from him any information that tended to 
disturb his brain; and she usually aeeompanied him 
in his walks. 

When they had forgotten the attempt at Amster- 
dam, they were alarmed by a sudden attaek made 
upon Lisle while walking home in the evening in the 
street leading to the Lake. Eortunately, assistanee was 
near, and before any serious injury eould be effected, 
an alarm was given, and Lisle, who had only reeeiyed 
a flesh-wound, was reseued from his adyersary. The 
man was neyer known, and although mueh trouble 
was taken to diseoyer who had inAieted the wound 
and attempted his life, the perpetrator remained un- 
diseoyered. Aliee was greatly alarmed, and the shoek 
80 affected Lisle that he neyer entirely reeoyered 
from it. **They intend," he said, "to hunt me to 
death, and I may as well die, and spare them the 
eommission of a great erime.'* He neyer rallied 
again: his illness was long; sometimes a day on 
the shores of the Lake, or a boat excursion, would 
raise his spirits and eneourage hopes ; but the hand 
of death was upon him, and he was pining away with 
home-siekness and weariness of politieal 8trife. Lisle 
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was neyer a reYeiigeful man; oeeasionally lie bad 
Btemly done his duty, but he had neyer been wan- 
tonly erueL He felt he did not deserye that the 
assassin's knife should pursue him daily, and eat o£r 
the only enjoyment left to his exile, the wandering 
amongst the beautiful seenery of his plaee of banish- 
ment. Aliee nursed him tenderly, and ofVen yigor- 
ously opposed the morbid feelings whieh beeame al- 
most a disease. She read to him, prayed with him, 
■hielded him from eyery painful assoeiation, and hy 
her active goodness and daily study of his little wants 
she alleyiated his sufferings. 

When bis end drew near, he wished to die at home, 
and Aliee yentured to try a petition. It was refu8ed. 
Although she would not tell Lisle, he said one day, 
'^ I shall rest here, Aliee, shall I not ?" 

'^Perhaps/' said Aliee; "but do not speak of it 
now ; you are not dying." 

" I am not dying," said Lisle, '^ but soon to die. I 
eannot shut my eyes to my daily inereasing weak- 
ness ; and although I suffer no pain, I ean see that 
I am deereasing daily. You haye been a good wife| 
Aliee"— 

Sho burst into tears, oyereome, as she seldom was, 
by those few words of praise. Lisle said, " Yes, a 
good wife. You haye been my eompanion, adviser, 
and friend through a long and weary pilgrimage; 
you have been the same true woman that I found you 
in your father's house. Kow when I am gone, go 
home, and dwell among your own people. Some of 
my friends will be kind to you for my sake, and my 
enemiea will not, I trust, hurt you ; at least I hope 
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thej will not perseeute a woman." Aliee eould not 
epeak ; Lisle went on : — " Bury me beside mj eonn- 
trymen, for although an eiile, I feel that I eould 
wish eyen to mingle my dust with theirs. We shall 
haye done then with all disputes of Hoyalist and 
Soundhead, and we shall rest, as Englishmen should, 
side by side, as men animated with one desire, the 
good of their eountry." 

There was mueh sympathy shewn for Lisle by many 
eminent men in Geneya. The purely politieal ques- 
tion made men of the State regard Lisle as an exile in 
the eause of freedom ; religious men, who saw him as 
the unbending Puritan, regarded him as a su^Terer in 
the eause of religious truth ; and his high eharaeter 
eommanded respeet eyen where men did not like his 
opinions. In England he was known as the regieide 
for whom the ruling powers offered a reward, and 
who was already eondemned to death. Aliee, who 
had seen his daily Iife, loyed him with the loye of 
a strong-minded and a^Teetionate woman. 

The sun was settin^ oyer the Lake. Lisle was 
looking out oyer the waters, appearing to enjoy the 
eyening, when Aliee obseryed the book whieh he had 
been reading drop from his hands. There had been 
no extraordinary ehange to eause her alarm, but she 
immediately ran to him. He tried to speak, but 
eould only say ''Aliee!" then a heayy sigh and 
short struggle, and Aliee was alone with him in 
death. She did not moye for a few minutes, think- 
ing to ayoid disturbing him ; but when she saw that 
all was -oyer, she fell down, and wept oyer him, 
praying to God earnestly that if it were His will 
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sbe might be taken witli him. He willed otherwise ; 
and in a few days Lisle rested, as he had wished, 
among his own eountrymen, veiy near ±6 another 
exile, who had died before they had eome to Geneya» 
There were many to honour hira, and to join in the 
sad proeession whieh eonyeyed him to his graye ; and 
there were at Geneya, as there had been at home, 
many who eould find, beneath the stemer yirtues of 
the Puritan, the gentleness of heart and kindness in 
trouble whieh belong to the true Ohristian of eyery 
name and elime. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

Alioe did not like to leaye Geneya immediately 
after her husband's death, but she felt herself bound 
by his expressed wishes to retum to England. The 
death of Gharlea and the aeeession of James eaused 
her to hope that she might be able to liye unmolested 
and forgotten. She therefore waited a short time, 
and then took leaye of her kind friends, and of the 
eity whieh had sheltered her for seyeral years. She 
resolyed not to go direet to England, but to reyisit 
Amsterdam, to see some of her husband's friends who 
resided there. She found, after a joumey of more 
than a month, that her yisit was not unezpected; 
and the burgomaster said, if she would remain in 
the eity she should always find proteetion from its 
laws in her person and in her property, and that he 
would undertake all the neeessary business that de- 
yolyed upon her in settling her husband*s aSairs. 
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She thanked him, and begged the Gouneirs aeeept- 
anee of a silyer eup, to be used on fe8tive oeea- 
eions, whieh she eaid her husband had designed for 
them when he reeoUeeted the hospitality and kind- 
ness whieh he had reeeiyed in the eity of Amsterdam. 
Aliee said that her residenee was appointed by her 
husband, if she eould be allowed to live in peaee, and 
that it was at Bateombe Orange, where she had liyed 
all her youth, and where he had ^rst met her. 

When it was known that she would leare the eity, 
and that her yisit was of fri&ndship to the citizen8, 
to see many who had been kind to her husband 
herseir, she was offered hospitality in eyery house, 
and a passage to England whenever she ehose t^ 
ayail herself of it. After she had seeu her poorer 
friend8, and heard the wishes of many exiles, that 
they might soon retum home again, she ayailed 
herBelf of the opportunity of two ladies, wiyes of 
merehants, going to London, and resolyed to aeeom- 
pany them. 

The departure from the quay reealled painful and 
pleasant reeolleetions, — the loss of her husband, aud 
his retum to her again ; the anxious hours that she 
had spent, and the kindness whieh she had ex« 
perieneed from many friends : and as she left the 
shores she remembered when first as a stranger she 
had set foot on the land really almost unknown. 

The passage aeross to the Thames was without any 
ineident. Aliee suffered little, and was able to help 
her friends. She had grown so aeeustomed to think of 
others that she did without being asked little offices 
of kindness whieh we usually look for from old friends. 
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She was reeognised at the eustom-house immediately 
pn landing, but the news of Lisle's death had pre- 
eeded her, and she was not detained; her luggage 
was elosely searehed, but as she had eareiully ayoided 
earrying any letters that eould excite suspieion, she 
was allowed to leaye, and she began her joumej to 
Bateombe Grange. She had written to say that she 
was eoming to spend her days among them, and she 
eould not eontrol her impatienee to look upon tha 
yillage from whieh she had been so many years an 
exile. Eyerything looked strwge, and none of the 
people reeognised the quiet lady, whose hair was of 
silyery whiteness ; yet when the rumour went to the 

«rsonage that the good lady was gone to the Orange^ 
r. Wentworth, anxious to shew that he remem- 
bered her kindness in bygone years, ordered the bells 
to be rung; and before she had been long in the 
house of her fathers, she paused to listen to the 
well-known sound, whieh earried her baek to ehild- 
hood*s days. 

She was weleomed home by strangers ; there was 
not a person.in the house that knew her, and yet they 
said that she was weleome for the good name she 
had left behind her. Mr. "Wentworth, grown grey and 
mueh altered, eame to see her on the eyening of her 
arriyal. He was so surprised at her altered appear- 
anee that he said, " I dare say you see me as mueh 
altered as you appear ehanged to me." 

" I should haye known you any where," said Aliee, 
" but of eourse I reeognise you here." 

" And I," said Mr. Wentworth, " shoiild not have 
known you ; but then you haye had many eareS; and 
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the pains of an exile*s life, — ^pains that your husband's 
kindness spared me," said Mr. Wentworth ; and Aliee 
leamed for the firBt time not only of his goodness to 
the Seetor of Bateombe, but to manj good men from 
whom he difiered in religious yiews. 

" My husband," said Aliee, " ever did what he be- 
lieyed was his duty : whether he was always right 
must be a matter of opinion ; but I eannot think his 
lot should haye been to die an esile, so mueh as he 
loyed England and laboured for her good." 

" Let us not dwell on that sad past," said Went- 
worth; "your husband's good deeds haye, I trust, 
gone before him. There were many of us who would 
haye been turaed from house and home but for his 
interference ; and he got many small allowanees for 
ejected ministers from those who held their liyings." 

'' And what has been the end of all these ehanges ?" 
asked Aliee. 

" Mueh hardship," said Wentworth ; " for on the 
retum of the King all who would not use the Com« 
mon Prayer-book were ejected, and I am afraid many 
haye Buffered greatly." 

"And my lot must be east in with theirs," said 
Aliee. " I shall hope always to liye on neighbourly 
terms with you, Mr. "Wentworth, but it seems as if 
all my life was to be on the side of the unfortunate. 
God so orders it that some of us always find the poor 
and needy about us, and others pass through the 
world as if there was not a poor person in it, or sueh 
a thing as affliction." 

" And do you still think that you eannot worship 
with us ?" said the Eeetor ; " you were onee always at 
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eommunion, and regular in your attendanee on the 
Lord's day." 

" Tes," said Aliee, " and probably if you were the 
outeast and perseeuted I should be with you to-day ; 
but I haye worshipped with exiles, heard their tales 
of suffering, and therefore I must suffer with them." 

"Whateyer you may do," said Wentworth, "you 
shall reeeiye no molestation from me, my dear Madam, 
either in word or deed. I eould haye wished that it 
had pleased God to lead you baek again to the Ghureh 
Qf your ehildhood, and — " 

" It has not been so." 

" — and I hope that I haye only done my duty in 
saying we should weleome you at ehureh again." 

" Tou haye done yery kindly," said Aliee. 

** Then," said the Seetor, " good-bye. Let us liye 
in eharity and good will, hoping that a day may yet 
eome when we shall unite in worship and praise." 

Without sacrificing her opinions, Aliee resolyed to 
ayoid offending the Beetor. She was grateful for his 
kindness and frank eonduet, and also for little thought- 
ful aots whieh shewed that he eonsidered her comfort 
and happiness; she therefore deelined to allow any 
meeting of the seetaries, as they were ealled, in her 
house, but she took a room and attended the meet- 
ings of the ejected elergy, all of whom held Puritan 
opinions, and followed the diseipline of the Oeneyan 
Ghurehes. 

Ihe eharaeter of the house was soon known to men 
who often needed food and shelter. Bateombe Grange 
was ealled Zoar, and they neyer wanted for able minis- 
ters, nor for information where they eould be usefully 
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employed. Aliee had Bometimes one or two poor 
familie8 in her house at a time, and she was obliged 
to write to friend8 to help her to £[nd them employ- 
ment : some got appointments as sehoolmasters, or, if 
unmarried, as tutors in families favourable to Puritan 
doetrine; others, less able, were helped into little 
trades, and some leamed handicrafts and preaehed in 
lone yillages to a few hearers. Aliee, while main- 
taining worship for hersel^ and those who thought 
with her, was careful to ayoid leading the Tillagers 
from their ehureh; she did not wish to annoy, and 
ehe saw that Mr. Wentworth, zealou8 as he waa for 
his own yiews, carefully respeeted hers, and would 
eyen say that he knew the plaee of their meeting. 
Bateombe thus en^'oyed peaee, while religious and 
politieal strife walked through the land. 

Aliee Lisle had not been long at the Orange before 
she heard rumours of some great deliyeranee for the 
Lord's people, as they ealled themselyes. She refu8ed 
to take anj part in the politieal moyements, or to aid 
with money any attempt to subyert the throne« No 
seeret was made of the intention of eome great man 
to deliyer England from a popish king and eruel 
adyisers. 

Suddenly prodamations from Monmouth were found 
in eyery hand, and it was known that the Duke of 
Monmouth intended to try to obtain the erown of 
England and to rule on Kotestant prineiples. The 
seetaries were mueh elated, and Aliee Lisle was eqaally 
depressed. 

"It eannot sueeeed," she said; "if we failed to 
impress the people iayourably when sueh men as 
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Cromwell and mj husband were aliye, what sueeess 
ean we now hope for ?" 

There were ready answers. There are always a few 
needy enthusiastB to fan the Aames of rebellion and 
eiyil war; but when they Srst hear of a eheek they 
eryout, "TTndone, we areundone!" Aliee knew this ; 
she smiled as they told her the Duke had obtained thia 
or that sueeess, and wamed them to be qaiet when 
fihe heard he was adyaneing on London. 

It did not take long to dispel the delusion; the 
King rapidly eolleeted his troops, pursued the Duke 
of Monmouth to Sedgemoor, routed his army, and put 
an end to all the hopes of the Noneonlormists. Aliee 
was thanked by many, who, but for her kind adyice> 
would haye been eompromised. 

Shortly after the battle two weary, footsore men 
applied to her late in the eyening for food and shelter, 
representing themselyes as egeeted ministers, trying 
to eseape irom proseeution, for preaehing in towns 
eontrary to bw, and assembling the brethren to wor- 
sbip God. Aliee knew one of the preaehers, for he 
had officiated in her little meeting-house on his way 
to Taunton, when he carefully eoneealed his intention 
of joining the rebel army; the other was a lawyer, 
distinguished among the Puritan party, and obnoxious 
to goyemment. When they eame to her door, Aliee 
met them, and they said, " Pray let us enter." 

"You appear sadly distressed, Mr.Hiekes," said 
Aliee. 

" Indeed we are, Madam," replied Hiekes, " and your 
former goodness has indueed us to eome here for shel- 
ter ; we are afflicted for matters of our eonseienee." 
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^' If 80, you liave well eome here/' said Aliee, '* and 
you shall haire rest and shelter." Aliee would not 
ask them any guestions, for she did not wish to know 
why they had fled ; their distressed eondition pleaded 
for them, and when they had taken food, thej were 
shewn to a ehamber to rest. They had been traeked 
to within a few miles of Bateombe, and then been 
entirely lost sight of ; for they had walked aerosa 
the eountry through bye-roads and Aelds, and al* 
together ayoided, as they hoped, the obseryation of 
the eountry people ; they therefore looked upon their 
refuge as seeure, and as likely to be unknown to 
their pursuers. 



GHAPTER nYI. 



Eably in the moming Hiekes and his eompanion, 
being uneasy at their position, resolved to hide them- 
selyes in the house and outbuildings ; they therefore 
roused Aliee Lisle, and told her they feared a striet 
searoh would be made for them ; she therefore plaeed 
one in an old unused ehimney, before whieh an oak- 
ehest had long stood, and the other was hid in a malt* 
house, behind some wood that had been plaeed there 
to dry. Hiekes positively denied to Aliee that he 
had joined Monmouth's army, and Nettlethorp's si- 
lenee left a painful impression that he was more im« 
plieated in the rebellion than he liked to confeBS. 
Aliee did not wish to know of their guilt, as she knew 
of their misfortunes. 

Aiter moming prayers had been said, and almost 
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at tbe moment that tbe Tamily were Bitting down to 
breakfast, an officer made bis appearanoe, and, bowing 
to Aliee, asked if sbe was tbe mistress of tbe Grange» 

Sbe answered bim, ** Yes; and 70U are weleome to 
tbe Ghrange." 

" I am likely," be said, " I fear, to be an unweleome 
yisitor. Tbere are rumours tbat you baye barboured 
rebels, wbo baire fougbt against tbe King at Sedge- 
moor." 



"Not to mj knowledge," replied Aliee; "tbia 
house is tbe refuge of all tbe ejected ministers, and 
tbey eome and go so frequentlj, and are so ofben 
obliged to eoneeal eyen tbeir names, tbat I assist 
tbem witbout asking tbeir business." 

"But," said tbe officer, "thereby you belp tbe 
King^s enemies ; and if any are found bere you will 
baye to go to "Winebester gaol." 

" It will not be my first yisit to a prison,*' replied 
Aliee, witb dignity; "and my eourse ia too nearly 
run, young man, for me to be irigbtened from aets 
of Gbristian ebarity by tbe tbreats of imprisonment." 

Tbe officer left ber, and baying plaeed some men to 
wateb tbe outside of tbe walls, be began to seareb tbe 
out-buildings and stables : no one was found ; tben 
tbey tried tbe maltbouse, and tbrust tbeir swords into 
tbe faggots, almost touebing Nettlethorp ; tbey tben 
entered tbe bouse, and ransaeked eupboards, opened 
ebests, and sounded tbe walls. Tbey oould not find 
any traee of the fugitiyes ; yet tbe officer said tbat be 
was sure tbey were ooneealed in the bouse. As they 
were leaying a bedroom, apparently long unused, the 
officer saw a single pieee of eompressed dirt, as if it 
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had faileii from the shoe of a man who had trayelled 
on foot ; he suspeeted some one was in the room, and 
he remoyed the ehest that he might look lip the 
ehimney; seeing that the light was ohstrueted, he 
ealled to a soldier for his gon, and he was about to 
fire, when Hiekes surrendered himself and eame down 
the ehimney, eoyered with soot and dirt. His hands 
were tied behind him, and he was remoyed into an- 
other room, a soldier standing guard oyer him. Aliee 
was told that she must eonsider herself imder arrest. 
She said guietly, " God's will be done." 

When Hiekes reeoyered from his fright, and was 
able to speak, he told the officer that he had obtained 
proteetion under the plea that he was Aeeing from 
punishment for his religious opinions; that he was 
known to Lady Aliee as a preaeher of the Gospel ; 
and that he had ministered in her presenee on his 
way to the west. 

Aliee sat down to her repast as if she were only 
a speetator, and quite unmoyed by her danger. She 
urged Hiekes to take food, and she gaye him money. 
When she rose irom the table, obserying that the 
soldier followed her, she said there was no oeea- 
sion to follow her, she had only helped imfortunate 
men, and she would not Ay to ayoid punishment, if 
it had beeome a erime in England to sueeour the 
distressed. 

The soldier said that he must do his duty, that 
she was his prisoner. 

Aliee sent to the officer, and asked permission 
to prepare to leaye her home, and to send for Mr. 
Wentworth. 
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He said, "You will not, of eourse, attempt to 
eseape." 

" No," said Aliee ; " I am eonaeious of no wrong- 
doing ; wliy should I try to run away beeause I h&ve 
helped men in trouble, and where should I run to ?'* 
She began giying brief direetions to her household, 
and paeking up a few elothes, that she might be ready 
for her journey. 

Haying found one of the fugitive8, they rightly 
eoneluded that the other was eoneealed, and they 
returned to the outbuildings ; they were again foiled, 
but the officer said, " Tum over these faggots." The 
soldiers did not like the work, for they were rotten 
and dry: but at last they eame upon Nettlethorp, 
erouehed in a eomer, and evidently determined that 
no wound should induee him to ery out: his elothes 
were aetually tom with the points of the swords, yet 
he was uninjured. There was a loud shouting, and 
Aliee knew that they had found the unfortunate man : 
she offered him re&eshments, and they waited while 
he got some food, and then left the house. 

Mr. Wentworth eame as they were leaving, and 
Aliee was glad to see him, for she feared that he 
might not like to interfere in her b/Bhalf. When he 
saw her in the hands of the soldiers, he spoke to 
the officer, saying it was impossible that she eould 
be guilty of any offence against the State; that he 
knew she had prevented many from joining the Duke 
of Monmouth, and that, although a seetary, she was 
kind to all, and espeeially beneyolent to men of all 
parties when in trouble. 

" Tes," said the officer, " she has harboured rebels 
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against the King's goyernment, and my orders are to 
Beize not onlj rebels but all who harbour them." 

"But Burely you have Bome diseretionary power," 
Baid Wentworth ; " suppose these unhappy men had 
eome to me, a well-known royalist, and I had helped 
them as distressed ministers, would you drag me away 
to "Winehester ? and if not me, surely you may spare 
a distinguished lady." 

'* I haye distinet orders," said the officer, '^ and I 
must not disobey them. It is in the power of others 
to hear all that you may say. I ean only eseeute the 
orders entrusted to me exactly, or I must take the 
unpleasant consequences that are sure to follow." 

Aliee was treated with great respeet, and allowed 
to eonyerse freely with Hiekes and Nettlethorp, whp 
both expressed their deep sorrow that tbey had 
brought her into so great trouble. 

"I do not desire to liye," said Hiekes; "when I 
fled from Sedgemoor I thought that we might raliy 
again, and that England's libertieB were not entirely 
gone ; but I am in despair ; we haye a hard-hearted 
papist on the throne, and he will respeet neither the 
laws nor the liberties of the eountry, and religion will 
Boon eease, unless men are as determined as our fore« 
iathers were." 

Nettlethorp was silent, but eompletely bowed down 
by his misfortunes, he neither maintained the fearles8 
spirit of Hiekes, nor the ealm resignation of Aliee. 
He sighed deeply, and was painfully affected by the 
prospeet of death that awaited him. 

Aliee tried to eheer him with hopes of merey ; the 
King had gained a great yietory, and he might theror 
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fore be merciftil, and hope to win men to his eause 
by moderation. 

^'Madam," said 19'ettlethorp, in despair, "1 know 
the Eiing's eharaeter too well to hope for any merey. 
I hope that I do not look on death with a mere terror 
of dying; I hare a wife and four little ehildren de- 
pendent upon me." He groaned with anguish of mind 
when he spoke of them. 

Aliee said, " God will provide for them, Mr. Nettle- 
thorp. Se hath not giyen us OTer for a prey into 
their teeth." 

"I haye no hope, no hope, no hope/' said the 
strieken man. 

" I know not what awaits us," said Aliee ; " God'a 
will be done. He has always good in store for us." 

"Tes," said Hiekes, "I leaye my family and my 
eause in His han^s. I know what is said of the ten- 
der mereies of the wieked, and I eipeet only eruelty 
from my enemies." 

Nettlethorp shed tears, but said nothing. 

Aliee tumed to Hiekes, and said, "Mr. Hiekes, 
where are your ehildren ?" 

" I hope, Madam, in London, in the house of some 
good Samaritan ; we haye gone from pkee to plaee, so 
as not to burden any, that I eannot say where they 
may be." 

" Then you have no home," said Aliee. 

" Only what the good Ood puts it into the hearts 
of men to giye me ; yet I haye neyer known absolute 
want until the day when you relieyed us : I had then 
been two days with only a little dry eom, whieh we 
bad plueked in the fields as we eame along. I know 
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not how we got to youp door, whieli I would to God 
we had neyer eDtered." 

" Say not so, Mr. HiekeB," said Aliee ; "you eame, 
I hope, beeause you expected to fiDd relief in distress, 
and I thank God that I haire relieyed you: if it be 
His will that I Buffer for it, I shall only follow at a 
distanee Him whom wieked men crucifiied without 
a eause." 

'^There is no justice in the land," said Hiekes, 
'' and therefore, Madam, I am troubled for you. It 
is not Ghrist's law that preyails anywhere; I haye 
seen, aud so has brother Nettlethorp, the horrible 
buteheries of the west eountry: they who serye the 
King are worse than infidels or Mahometans, and the 
blood of the saints, shed at Sedgemoor and in the yil- 
lages round, will ery up to heayen against King Jame8 
and his familj." Hiekes spoke with animation. 

Aliee said gently, "Mr.Hiekes, I wish you had 
felt it to be within yoor duty to ayoid the Duke of 
MoDmouth*s eamp ; jou are a miuister of peaee, and 
I am sure found no pleasure in the loose eonduet of 
a eamp." 

"No, Madam," said Hiekes; '^but I hailed the 
Duke as a Joshua, a leader of the true Israel of God 
against the enemies of truth." 

'' Haye many of our brethren fallen P" asked Aliee. 

'^Yes, many; the hearers are seattered far and 
wide, and who will now dare to gather the few sheep 
in the wndemess P" 

"Tes," said AHee, "I ask whoP fop I think of 
my few frieDds at Bateombe ; but I hope soon to bd 
among them again." 
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When they arrived at a roadside iim, the soldiera 
halted, and reguested their prisoners to dismount ; the 
officer rode up and assisted Aliee, saying to her, he 
was Borry to be obliged to perfonn so painTul a dut j. 

Aliee thanked him for his kindness, and he shewed 
her a room, saying that he should be obliged to 
plaee a sentry at her door, but that she oould haye 
whateyer she wanted: she then ordered some plain 
food and partook heartily of it : she knew that her 
fellow-prisoners eould provide for themselyes, for she 
had supplied them with money. Aliee had brought 
with her a Bible, whieh she asked permission to read» 
and it was granted ; so that when she was alone she 
eould enjo7 the same oeeupation that she made a part 
of her daily home-life. She had not, howeyer, the 
power to read long; excitement was foUowed by 
weariness, and when she lay down she slept soundly. 
Early in the moming a loud knoeking at her door 
awoke her to eonseiousness of her situation, she 
arose, and dressing quickly, eame to the door of her 
room and announeed to the sentry that she was ready 
to depart. " Tour food," he said, " will be seryed di- 
leetly ;" and in a few minutes her moming meal was 
spread upon a large box. Aliee asked a blessing, and 
enjoyed her breakfast ; she seemed to be without any 
fear for the future, and so eonseious of her integrity 
and innoeenee that she was strong against any ac- 
eusers. 

Nettlethorp was less depressed; but Hiekes beeame 
more silent and anxious as they began to draw nearer 
to Winehester. The day was dark, and the wild 
winds blew for a time in their faces, so that they 
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eould not eonyerse together; but Hiekes again re- 
ferred to his eonduet in the late troubles. " I would 
not/' he said, '*have brought you into danger had 
I known it ; but we were pursued, and I suggested to 
brother Nettlethorp that by erossing the eountry we 
should reaeh your house, where I had only a few 
weeks before been so kindly reoeived." 

" Do not speak again of this," said Aliee. ** Otoi 
will order all things for my good. I have had many 
troubles, and haye lost all that were dear to me: 
when my time is eome, I know that I shall be ealled 
home; but it is not possible that I ean suffer very 
mueh for helping you in your great distress :*' and she 
added, smiling, " I do not fear a prison, it is my in- 
heritanee ; my father was a prisoner at Winehester, 
and he was deliyered, as I hope we shall be.'' 

Hiekes did not reply, for the weather was bad, and 
they oould only speak to eaeh other in a loud voice 
and with difficulty. 



GHAPTER XXYII. 

It was towards evening when they drew near to 
Winehester, and eaught sight of the eathedral tower 
in the dusk. Hiekes and Nettlethorp sobbed heayily 
as they entered the eastle gates ; Aliee was unmoved. 

" We are not here for any erime," said Hiekes. 

*'That is our eonsolation," answered Nettlethorp. 
^ They will treat it as a erime," again said the unfor- 
tunate man, in great agony of mind. 

" Be of good eourage, Mr. Nettlethorp," said Alieey 
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" for my father lay in this prison for many weaiy 
days ; they prepared him here for heayen, but he died 
at home, and is buried at Bateombe. Winehester ia 
a good omen of deliverance." 

When they had dismounted, Aliee thanked the 
officer, who appeared desirous to eseape from any 
thanks, for his eiyility. It was dangerous to be eyen 
eommonly humane, and therefore there was more 
outward roughness than they had hitherto experi« 
eneed. The gaol was full of prisoners, so Hiekes and 
Kettlethorp were tumed in among murderers, house« 
breakers, eut-purses, and with a large number of men 
who had taken part in the rebellion ; some of whom 
had only wished the Duke well, while others had 
helped him. The unfortunate men were yery miser- 
able. Aliee was plaeed in a eell by herself. It was too 
dark to see, and her books remained in a box with 
her elothes, whieh the goyemor had taken, with some 
letters, into his own eustody. She repeated aloud 
a Psalm that had grown familiar to her in her afflic- 
tions : — " Out of the depths haye I eried unto Thee, 
Lord. Lord, hear my yoiee: let Thine ear be 
attentiye to the voice of my supplieations." It re- 
lieyed the silenee of her eell to hear her own yoiee ; 
she knelt down, and prayed feryently for herself and 
her eompanions. She did not feel inelined to sleep, 
and she tried to reeall the time that her father had 
spent in that prison, and followed him in thought 
as day aiter day he looked upon the duU, eold walls : 
then she ehided herself for seeming to despond, and 
found a refuge from painful thoughts in prayer for 
others, until, oyereome by fatigue, she slept, to dream 
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of home, and the people at Bateombe, who seemed as 
if watehing to do her some seryiee. She woke to see 
the moming dawn into her eell, and to feel that she 
was a prisoner. 

A few days passed away, and Aliee felt her im-* 
prisonment so wearing to her spirits, that she begged 
to be allowed some oeeupation, and she was permitted 
to walk among the other prisoners; but so terrible 
was the language, and so brutal the eihibition, that 
she retumed to her eell. She was soon informed that 
she was to be put upon her trial for harbouring rebels 
who had been in arms against the King's govemment. 
A speeial eommission was issued, to hold its sittinga 
at Winehester. When told at a later period that the 
time of her trial was drawing near, Aliee replied, " I 
have nothing to fear ; I am quite resigned to G-od'a 
wiU ; I am able to prove that I prevented many from 
joining in the rebellion; and as to Hiekes, I only 
knew him as a distressed minister, and Nettlethorp 
I never saw till he eame in a state of staryation to my 
door." The two men were overwhelmed with grief 
when they heard that Aliee Lisle was to be put upon 
her trial for her life. They were unable to speak ta 
eaeh other, and were all treated with great rigour from 
the moment that the eommission was appointed ; and 
when they heard that Judge Jeffi:e7s was to be the 
]udge who tried them, they gave up all hope of life. 

It was soon known in prison when the judge 
arrived in Winehester. He opened his eommissiou 
on the day after, and Aliee was immediately arraigned. 
She prayed ferventljr to Heaven for guidanee, and waa 
so eonseious of her innoeenee that she treated the 
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whole matter as one of seareely ordinary importanee 
to herseir ; she was most ansious about her rellow- 
prisoners, whom she knew to be guOty. 

The trial eielted great interest. Gentlemen from 
Hampshire and from the West eame up to see and 
hear what was done : some hoped to benefit &iends, 
some to propitiate enemies. Aliee Lisle was well 
known by reputation. She had many friends among 
the dergy, whom she had assisted largely in her more 
prosperous days. Some had heard of her deyotion to 
her father, of her long ezile with her husband. Then 
the strangeness of the aeeusation, that it was treason 
to help any one who had fled in a state of misery 
and starvation from a field of battle; the people' 
said no one eould punish a man for sueh deeds, and 
it was wanton eruelty to try a woman ; — she must 
be acquitted. 

When Aliee eame to the bar, every eye in eourt was 
tumed upon her. She had a subdued appearanee, 
and looked pale from imprisonment. Her hair was 
white with years and eare, but her eye retained almost 
the brightness of youth. She appeared as if she knew 
that there was nothing that an aeeuser eould say 
against her, and the benevolence of her eharaeter 
eould be traeed in her plaeid features. When ealled 
upon to plead, she said in a elear, distinet voice, 
audible throughout the eourt, " Not guUty !" After 
the jury had been sworn, an objection was raiaed that 
was fatal to any legal conviction, — ^neither Hiekes nor 
Nettlethorp had been convicted of rebellion; they 
were not traitors, for they might establish their inno- 
oenee, and thus put an end to any possible proeeedings 
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a^ainBt Aliee Lisle, for sbe was not aeeused of har- 
bouring rebels in general, bat these men in partieular. 
Judge Jeffrej8 knew that the objeGtioii was Talid in 
law, but it was his first Tietim ; he eame to hang and 
bum, and if she eseaped, it would eneourage juries in 
merey whom he wished to familiarize with blood. He 
eursed eTery man as a traitor who would adyise sueh 
a plea or admit it ; he stormed at the ^ury until they 
were humbled before him. The trial proeeeded. He 
passed oTer gross preTarieation in the witnesses for the 
proseeutiony and he supplied meanings noTer intended 
to be giTen to the words of poor eountry people who 
were dragged unwiUingly before him. A witness was 
in attendanee to proTe that Hiekes had preaehed to 
them a few weeks before his apprehension, and there- 
fore was known not to haTe wished to join the re- 
bellion. JeffrejB alarmed the man so mueh that he 
was unable to speak from terror, and he left the 
witness-box unable to utter a word. 

When all the OTidenee had been taken, and the 
witnesses had been suSeiently frightened by the oaths 
and eurses of the Judge, Aliee was put upon her 
defence. She said that she knew nothing oP Nettle- 
thorp ; but she knew that Hiekes was in difficulties 
for field-preaching, and she thought that his eom- 
panion might haTO been in the same trouble; tbat 
sbe had always been careful to relieTO distress rather 
than to enquire into its eause. Sbe said sbe did 
not eonsider tbat it was ju8t that any man sbould 
be perseeuted for his religious opinions, and that 
Mr. Wentworth, the reetor of Bateombe Grange, 
eould tell tbem tbat sbe was a friend to the elergy 

B 
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in their troubles ; she had helped more ejeeted elergy- 
men than ministers of her own yiews : that she had 
not helped rebellion, but hindered it; and that she 
was not guilty of harbouring traitors, for no per- 
sons in her house had been adjudged as traitors hj 
the law. The Judge summed up, eommenting on the 
eharaeter of the witnesses, and abusing Presbyterian- 
ism and the Independents as roots of rebellion and 
the eauses of all England's troubles. He told the ^ury 
that John Lisle, the husband of the prisoner at the 
bar, had signed their soyereign's death-warrant ; he 
raised eyery prejudice and inAamed eyery passion 
that he eould think would excite them against the 
prisoner. He eould not subdue them ; and when they 
wished to retire, he asked what they eould want to 
retire for; the ease was so elear they might agree 
without leaving the boz. As they left they looked 
at Aliee: she neither trembled nor shed tears, but 
seemed as if she had been only an uninterested spee- 
tator of their proeeedings; she looked oeeasionally 
at the Judge when he was abusing witnesses, but he 
was not abashed. The jury were long in oonsulta- 
tion. JeffreyB sent a message that if they eould not 
agree they should be looked up for the night. They 
began to be frightened, and asked to eonsult with the 
Judge. Tbe foreman said they had no prospeet of 
eoming to any agreement, for they did not think the 
eharge sufficiently proyed. It was a yirtual acquittal. 
Aliee raised her eyes, and her lips were seen to 
mov6 as if she was thanking Ghod for thus allowing 
her innoeenee to be proelaimed. The Judge rebuked 
them sharply; and after another eonsultation, they 
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eame in with a verdict of " Guilty !" a verdict that it 
was evident they had given rather from fear of the 
Judge tlian heeause they thought Allee Lisle guilty. 

Aliee did not utter a word ; she preserved a ealm 
and dignified demeanour : when she was led away 
from the doek she resigned herself to die, and said 
to her keeper that she should soon trouble them no 
more. She began forthwith to make a final arrange- 
ment of her affairs, to leave the world without any 
negleet of duties. Every hearer in eourt was sur- 
prised at the verdict, but they said Jeffreys knew 
that Aliee was rieh, and that he hoped to get a good 
bribe to save her life ; he knew, as they all knew, that 
she was neither guilty, nor tried nor eondemned ac- 
eording to law ; if he eould get money he would be 
8atisfied, and perhaps imprison Aliee for a year. 

In the morning the eourt was again erowded. 
Aliee was onee more brought to the bar; and the 
Judge, bearing upon him the marks of an over-night'B 
debaueh, took his seat on the beneh. After the usual 
preliminaries, he delivered the sentenee of the Gourt, 
that Aliee Lisle should be burned to death the same 
afternoon, in the market-plaee. A thrill of horror 
ran through the eourt : women were earried out 
fainting, men wept, indignation and disgust marked 
every eountenanee. Aliee said, " The will of the Lord 
be done ;" and left the doek to prepare for burn- 
ing. The Judge was unmoved ; but the shoek was so 
great that the whole town was excited. The eathe- 
dral elergy in a body remonstrated, and insisted that 
there should be delay ; representations poured in upon 
Jeffrey8 until he was obliged to grant a few days' 
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delay. It was immediately announeed to Aliee that 
they had proeured a respite. " It will not be for long," 
she said, '' but I am glad to have time to leam how 
to die. I ean meet death ^oyrully, though the tbpug^ht 
of the fire is very, very terrible. Tet what is this 
to sufferiDg the vengeance of etemal fire? Why 
should I tremble at suffering for an hour ?" 

During the nezt few days e^ery effort was made to 
save Aliee. Money was given to the favourites at 
Oourt, and all means were tried to propitiate Jeffrey8. 
Men of rank eondeseended to intereede with the 
Judge, but all that eould be obtained from the man 
of blood was, that she should be beheaded and not 
bumed. When the ehange was announeed to Aliee, 
who was allowed to see her friends after sentenee had 
been pronouneed, she thanked all who had intereeded 
for her. " Now," she said, " the passage is sharp but 
very short. I feared lest my eonstaney would be 
shaken by the burning, and lest I should not be able 
to glorify G-od in the fire ; now I will rejoice for so 
easy a passage from time to etemity." She joined 
eamestly in the prayers that were offered up by the 
elergy on her behalf, but when they attempted to 
offer eonsolation, she said, *' 1 need none ; I am more 
than ready to die; I would I were as fit as I am 
willing to leave this troublesome world." 

She expres8ed a wish to see Hiekes and Nettle- 
thorp the day before she was put to death, and it was 
granted her by the kindness of her gaoler. When 
they eame into her presenee they fell on their knees, 
and entreated her forgiveness for having eaused her 
death: she bade them nse, saying that they had 
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helped her to a shorter road to heaven, and that they 
ought not to Borrow but to rejoice. 

*' It is eruel to have to die for shewing kindness to 
starving men/' said Hiekes. 

'' It is better, if the will of God be so, to suj6fer for 
well-doing than for evil-doing," said Aliee. Then, 
taking two pareels of money, she gave one to eaeh, 
saying that the King had shortened her days and 
made her wants ^ery few, but that he was sending her 
to the tribunal of the King of kings. Aliee asked 
Hiekes to pray for her, and to remember her on 
the morrow. The poor man knelt down, and with 
tears and prayers eommended her to God's merey and 
goodness. They were then removed, and Aliee was 
alone. She distributed presents among the keepers 
of the jail, and afterwards devoted her time to prayer. 
Then she retired to rest, and it was obser^ed that 
she slept as if nothing disturbed her mind. 

The last moming of her days broke bright and 
elear. A few rays of light penetrated the eell, and 
AHee seemed to feel the pleasant ehange in the wea- 
ther. She sat down to read the su^Terings of the 
Eedeemer, and then dressed herself for the scaffold. 
She was o^ered food, and begged to take some to give 
her strength to go to the market-plaee. She eon- 
sented, and resumed her devotions until the tolling of 
the bell announeed that her hour was eome. 

When the sheri^T was admitted she spoke kindly to 
him, and offered e^ery facilitj to the men who bound 
her hands. She then said farewell to those around 
her, and prayed that they might all meet in peaee at 
last. The proeession moved forward, and Aliee began 
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her jouraey to death. It was with difficulty tbe 
sheriff's men eould niake their way through the erowd, 
who eursed the King, and the Judge that had sen- 
teneed an innoeent woman to die. Aliee did not 
utter a word; but when she eame to the scaffold, 
and was assisted to kneel, the erowd remained silent 
while she prayed ; after a few minutes she gave herself 
into the hands of the executioner, and as he folded 
baek her dress and asked her forgiveness, the assembly 
were melted to tears. She died without any anger, 
or any wish, except to submit to the law. Laying 
her head on the bloek, after a short prayer, audible 
to all near her, the fatal axe fell, and Aliee Lisle 
eeased to eiist. 

Sueh was the end of one who had never turned 
a deaf ear to the pleadings of bumanity, and who was 
one of the greatest ornaments of the Puritan party. 
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